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26-candle gas. 


DO. GARESFIELD COKE, 


GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 


ery. . of pe mage 
perfecting every artic 
The FIR 


134 cwt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
BAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES, 


FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 


The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
avin. and no expense spared in 
e. 


E-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) are to be 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D. :— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. | 


J 


Were 


of all 


seen in all parte of the world, and the works are the | other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
most extensive in the Kingdom. their Works as above. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS. 
Hessurn Quay. Offices: Broap CHARE, NEW- Coal Office, 
CA8TLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. Quay Sipg, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 








The Reports prepared for the Sci 





ratus exhibited. 


fac simile of that produced and 


exhibition. 


possibility of those extrav: 
known to exist where Wet 


or 97, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 


PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 
THE TESTING-HOUSE REPORTS. 


and Art Depart- 
ment, under the direction of the Lords of the Council, 
detail the arrangements made for testing the gas appa- 
In the testing-house erected by the 
Special Committee appointed to further this object a 
gasholder was constructed by Mr. G. Glover, being a 
patented by him in 
1860, and deposited in the Exchequer, under the. pro- 
visions of the Sales of Gas Act, and British manufac- 
turers of gas apparatus were invited by advertisement, 
and by direct application, to forward worthy objects for 
Mr. G. Glover was, however, 
manufacturer who sent Meters to be tested. The re- 
port states that, as ‘‘ Mr. Glover is a manufacturer of 
Dry Meters only, no opportunity presented itself of 
comparing their accuracy with that of Wet Meters 
junder various circumstances, but the perfection to 
which that maker has brought his Meters prevents the 
nt errors which are well 
eters are used.” 
Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 


COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
OSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OBsecTs in FireeCiay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHrsition of 1862, the Paize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Frre-Bricks, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatity.” 
J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Cla 
United Kingdom; and orders for 


the only parties to whom a PR1zE MEDAL was 





Retorts in the 
ire-Clay Retorts 
shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 





and 


First 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 


Jj out RUSSELL AND 


Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the 


Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


C0., 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


ORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 


resent Patents; Inventors and 
Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 





e only 


BEL 





WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 


L BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


'ABLISHED 1830. 





BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 


Near Newcast.e-on-Tyne. 
Wy rLLiax COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
poe for several years past, and to intimate that he 
as rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, Otp Broap Srreet, Crry, Lonpon. 


HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the hjghest in Britain. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


O'NESS CANNEL COALS.—This 


Cannel is largely used in gas-works where, in addi- 
tion to high illuminating power, thereexists ademand for 
superior Coke, it being the best Coke-producing Cannel 
of all Scottish Cannels. It yields about 11,000 cubic ft. 
of 25 standard candle gas per ton. 

Ports of Shipment, either the Forth or the Clyde. 
For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 








cE. 
LESMAHAGO GAS OR CANNEL COAL. 


AMES FERGUSON & CO., Auchin- 
HEATH COLLIERY, LEsMARAGO, and the NITSHILL 
& LESMAHAGO COAL COMPANY, AvcuInneata 
AND SouTHFIELD CoLuieries, LesMAHAGO, sole Proprie- 
tors and Producers of the above celebrated GAS COAL, 
beg to intimate to Gas Companies and other consumers 
that, having reason to suspect that Cannel or other 
Coal of very inferior quality, both as regards the quan- 
tity and illuminating power of the Gas, has frequentty 
been mixed with and sold under the name of ** Lesma- 
hago,” they have now appointed Messrs. Jamas LAWRIE 
& Co., of 63, Old Broad Street, Lonwpon, E.C., sole 
be for England; and Messrs, La Cour & Wartsoy, 
of Lerrn, sole agents for foreign markete; and, in 
order to prevent a recurrence of the frauds named, they 
request that all purchasers will send their orders 
through the above-named firms. Orders for other 
than the above-named markets may be forwarded 
direct to either of the Proprietors. 

The Proprietors will, in future, use their own forms 
of bills of lading, and also isgue certificates of . 
signed, as the case may be, either by James Ferouson 
& Co., or by the Nirsmiii & Coat Company; 
and they request-all purchasing hago 
Coal to demand such a certificate for each cargo, and 
to observe that it corresponds with the bill of lading. 

Auchinheath, Lesmahago, March, 1868, 
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HENRY HOWARD &« CO.,, 
COOMBS WoO OD PATENT TUBE-WORKS, 
OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. 


CORE BARS for IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, IRON COCKS, &c. 


JOHN HALL & COQO.,, 


| STOURBRIDGE, 
PERE ATES of ee LUMPS, & TILES, 








AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 





N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in, CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short notice. 


PATENT IMPROVED 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER 


(Drawings on application). 


FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and 00., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 
CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES, 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 











For information, &c., apply to 
W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 


OR TO 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 





210,000 IN USE. 


WoRKS: 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 











IDRY GAS-METER. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 

1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 

WiLtiam STEPHENSON & SONS, 

THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


jy Ames NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 

FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 

Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 ann 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 3.E., 

Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCA8TLE 

FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 








Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-BurNERs, Combs, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MaIns, 

WASHERS for Gas and STEAM JOINTS. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzamM-ENGINES, 

PACKING (Elastic) for SrzAM-ENGINES, 

FLANGE TUBING, for —— 
Draughts and Dust throug @ 
Winpows, Doors, and GLass y 

Z VE 

Section. 


CasEs. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E,C- 





Established 1811, 


READY & SON, 
BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
ALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS 
And every Description of 
GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 
MEDIEVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c, 


Large Pattern Books complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns, 

ORNAMENTAL BU. ING BRICKS. 

GRATE BACKS in various designs, 

Contracts ewtered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 

Shipments on the shortest notice. 

Makers ot A. C. Fraser’s Patent Ribbed Retorts ani 

Brick Ovens, 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 
L 


IMITED, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

SUPPLY GAS AND WATER PIPES OF EVERY SIZE, 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS, 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 
EXHAUSTERS, 

Lonpon Orrick: 95, Caxnon Street. 




















TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES, 


M:. W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sani’ Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years, 

Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it y for p resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon aqptention to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the Journat or 
Gas Licutina, &c.] 








Trade Mark. HE MEDAL FOR 1862, 
eo) Tue ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpED 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 
CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE, 
WaREHOusE—81, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


TURNER & ALLEN’S 
NEW DESIGNS 
FOR 
Plain & Ornamental 
LAMP-POSTS, 
DWARF 
GAS PILLARS, 
LAMP BRACKETS, 
LAMPS, 
LANTERNS, &c. 








GASELIERS, 
CORRIDOR AND LOSBY 
LAMPS, 


AND 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS, 


ComPLeTE PATTERN 
AND 
Price Boox, 
3s. 6d. in stamps. 


TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Engineers, Founders, §c., 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU: 
CHANDELIERS; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
RON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
AND 


GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 











é . STONE — ~ 
Et 








WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. . 










CRYSTAL * 


Tom 
Ie @ CHANDELIER. 


id 


ji ween) 





Pay 
ir far 


Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 

to 6s. Gd. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1868, are now complete, 





CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
D 


AN 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 
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Cc. & W. WALKER, 


IRONFOUNDERS, 
MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, 
NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE, 
GAST EVERYTHING USED in GAS-WORKS ; 
MAKE AND ERECT GASHOLDERS 
OF ANY MAGNITUDE; 
CAST-IRON GASHOLDER TANKS, 
PIPES, & LAMP COLUMNS. 











LONDON HOUSE: 
8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
81, BANKSIDE, LONDON, S8.E. 


Sockrr, Franes, Hot-WaTER PIPES, AND ALL 
Connexions; Retroxts, HypRAULIC MAIN, LaMP- 
CoLumNs, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
IN@S AND WrovuGcuT-IRnon-WorK Fok GAS AND 
WatTer-Works, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 











WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, | 


CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies anda the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Pends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 
&c., &e. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Celumna, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

CHARLES Hors ey, Agent. 


LAMBERT REDUCED PRICES OF 








BROTHERS, (MPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 






2, 2, and 3in...,. 12s. per in. 
4in. toGin...... Tie. 6 ! 
Md Jin. to 12in..... ae j 


il } 
Mh These Valves are all proved on | 
*’both sides to 30 1b. on the square 
inch before leaving the works. 

Valves made with outside racks 
to order. 

Also Water-Valves, with gun- 
metal faces and gun-metal screws, 








MANUFACTURERS, | 


WALSALL. etal screws, 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, | 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, | 
HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 








Betehtchet 1000, _ 


FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 


Wiliam FRASER, Inverkeithing |. 


(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

eferences can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

WILLIAM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s, 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 

WEN Lock IRON Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. | 
Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gaa- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. e also factures holders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, | 
Bende, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. | 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


JAMES HEYS ATHERTON, 
Pustic ACCOUNTANT, 
NO. 2; ATLAS BUILDINGS, SOUTH CASTLE STREET, 
LIVERPOOL. 


Mr. Atherton begs to offer his services as Auditor, 
&c., having had many years experience in the manage- 
ment of both Gas and Water Accounts. 
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UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF 
a 1867. 





SILVER MEDAL. 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO., 
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214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 


LONDON, 


HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 





WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CQO. 
(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
Establishes 1816. 





PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 


of the Sale of Gas Act. 

“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per eent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 

i it is designed to meet.”—JovunnaL or Gas LicuTINe, 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 





'| mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &e. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 





MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
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Motes upon Passing Events. 


Ir must be admitted that the new Government has shown || 
signs of vigour in the honeymoon of its power. The heads of, iH 
departments, far from being content to take the salaries and |! 
the places of superior clerks, seem all aspiring to the position || 
of independent reformers. Putting on one side purely political | | 
questions, army and navy reform have both been taken)| 
seriously i in hand. Mr. Géschen has devoted himself to the}, 

question of vagrants and paupers, with full notice that his | 
reputation as a statesman, hitherto taken on trust, depends on} 
his deliverance; Mr. Bruce has promised that habitual pro- || 
fessional criminals shall not continue to set decent people, 
police, and justice at defiance; and Mr. Forster, with every 
qualification for the task, has tackled Education. Indeed, 
every prominent member of the Administration seems to be 
cutting out his own work, except Mr. Bright; his ‘ Excel- 
“ sior”’ banner and cry of a “ Free Breakfast-Table”’ cannot 
be raised from the Board of Trade without the consent of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. The last thing that Mr. Lowe 
is likely to give up is a revenue easily raised and constantly 
increasing. Mr. Forster’s Education Bill is strictly within 
the somewhat discursive range of our ‘“‘ Notes:”’ it is emi- 
nently an example of British, and in strong contrast to French, 
scientific legislation. Mr. Forster is a highly cultivated and| 
philosophical Radical, but he is subdued, toned down, by the 
influence of his country and his parliamentary surroundings. 
It will be remembered that the report of the Education Com- 
missioners suggested a sort of educational pyramid, advancing 
to the apex by four graduated steps. First there was to be 
primary education in the simplest form—common utility for 
future labourers intended to leave school at 13 or 14 years of 
age—with promotion, in the case of extraordinary merit, to 
exhibitions in the next grade, where an education was to be 
afforded suited to the children of first-class mechanics and the 
lower middle class, intended to leave school at 16 or 17 years 
of age, with prospects of like promotion into the third grade, 
where a complete classical and scientific education was to be 
provided, fit for the sons of independent gentlemen, and 
for such boys as had talent enough to win exhibitions 
and rise from the lower circles, with the view of a final remove 
to the universities. If Mr. Forster had been a Frenchman, 
with a French Chamber to legislate, he would have com- 
menced by making a clean sweep of all existing educational 
foundations and miscellaneous charities, and consolidating all 
their revenues into one common fund. From the bare ground 
he would have built up, in geometrical symmetry, the educa- 
tional system sketched out by the commission of which he was 
one. Like the French Minister of Education, at the same 
hour all boys of the same age would have been reading from 
the same book in every school in England. But as Mr. 
Forster is an Englishman, endeavouring to legislate for 
Englishmen, he has been obliged to do his work piece-meal, 
slowly, and with an infinity of checks and pauses for recon- 
sideration. Something will thus be lost in speed and symmetry 
in the execution of the reform, and something will be gained 
in permanence and adaptation to the national character. Mr. | 
Forster’s Bill excludes from its scope all primary schools} 
under Government inspection, and the great public schools | 
which have already been the subject of a commission. It pro- | 
poses to create a roving commission of three, whose duty it} 
will be to draw up schemes for the appropriation of expendi- 
ture, educational endowments, and all funds connected with 
educational charities for doles, apprentice fees, marriage por- 
tions, loans without interest, &c. The commissioners will 
report in favour of cutting down or adding to or transplanting 
education on the plan schemed out in the School laquriry 
Report. Eath scheme is to be submitted to various tests, and, 

where the endowment exceeds £100 a year, to be the subject 
of approval by Parliament. All this the authors of the Bill 
sanguinely hope to accomplish by the year 1873. Looking at 
the conservative character of the nation, and the number of 
vested interests to be disturbed, we do not know that Mr. 
Forster could safely have attempted more; and we sincerely 
trust that the evidence collected by the Schools Inquiry Com- 
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mission, which will be quoted in the debates on the Bill, will | 
create enough public opinion to enable him to do as much as | 
he proposes. It is to be feared that the vested interests in 
abuses will be found very strong. Already a note of alarm 
has been raised from Bedford by a well-meaning clergyman. | 
Bedford has the good or bad luck to enjoy an income derived | 
from land in the heart of London, amounting to many | 
(hundred-fold more than the testator ever dreamed. Beside | 
'eharities of a very pernicious description, the Bedford | 
'Trusts provide a grammar-school, which affords a first-class | 
‘education for one pound a year; and a commercial school 
mew on the same terms, fits its pupils for civil and military 
appointments, as well as mercantile occupations—that is to say, | 





|a first-rate education is, or is professed to be, given for some- | 
thing under 43d. a week. Is this a proper application of charity ? 

The Commissioners of the School Inquiry think not, and we | 
agree with them that persons who desire such superior education 

for their children ought to pay a sum bearing some proportion | 
to its value and their social position—say, 4s. to 6s.—rather | 
than 43d. a week. But there will be many other towns like | 
Bedford claiming to derive profits from an abuse of charity, | 
and finding support amongst members of Parliament of the | 
most liberal principles on all except local questions. Reform, | 
like economy, is easy in the abstract, but exceedingly difficult | 
in application, as was proved when free trade was applied to | 


be proved again when each town enjoying privileges from 
perverted bequests petitions to be spared from the plans of 
Mr. Forster’s three commissioners. To carry on the good 
work of educational reform, Mr. Forster’s Bill proposes the 
ereation of an Educational Council, six of the members to be 
selected by the Government, and by the Oxford, Cambridge, 
and the London University two each, which is intended to do 
the duties now so imperfectly performed by the Charity Com- 
missioners and the Masters in Chancery, when educational 
trusts fall into the hands of either. Of course, there will be 
a cry against centralized power ; but it is difficult to see how 
the natural growth of abuses can be checked, and the state of 
education kept up to the mark of the day, without some central 
power. We have never been of the number of those who 
‘considered that the artisans of the Continent had any con- 
siderable advantage over Englishmen in the matter of technical 
education, unless it were in facilities for learning drawing. 
The weak point of commercial and manufacturing England is 
in middle-class education. There we are inferior to the 
French, far inferior to the Germans and Swiss. This defect 
Mr. Forster’s Education Bill, if properly worked, will go far 
to supply; but, of course, much will depend on the character 
and qualifications of the first commissioners and the first 
council, 

The question of repressing the spread of contagious diseases | 
of an infamous kind is beginning to be discussed beyond the 
limit of professional circles. The Times has felt the pulse 
of the public by printing a letter of two columns, from Mr. 
Berkeley Hill, in the supplement, in which so many admi- 
rable articles are buried. In France, in all the states of Ger- 
many, in Switzerland, all persons infected by venereal disease 
are subject to the regulations of a medical police. The most 
stringent laws and rules protect the military, while all profes- 
sional prostitutes are objects of periodical examination. French 
soldiers are, without exception, compelled to submit to medical 
examination every month. But, as the soldier is only punished 
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if he conceals his condition, in practice men infected lose no 
time in applying to the regimental surgeon. Where the soldier 
jean trace the woman by whom he has been infected, she is 
jaent to a penal hospital. The prostitutes of France and of all 
|the German States are registered, numbered, and periodically | 
\inspected, when their licence is marked by the examining | 
| surgeon. Under these circumstances it is not extraordinary 

‘that the number of continental soldiers disabled by disease is 
so much less than in the English army at home. In the 
French army the average number sent yearly to the hospitals | 
for these diseases is 71 per 1000. In Malta, where the soldiers | 
and the women are under more exact inspection and regulation, 
the number in 1864 was only 53 per 1000; while in the 
United Kingdom, of our troops, nearly 300 per 1000 were 
infected, or ‘four times as many as the French army, and 
“ nearly six times as many as the sick of the Malta garrison.” 








An experiment towards limiting this class of disease in soldiers | 
and sailors has been made by a special Act of Pariiament 
applied to Chatham, Woolwich, Sheerness, Portsmouth, and Ply- ' 





mouth; London, Deptford, Gravesend, Maidstone, Canterbury, 
and Dover, are still without control. But already the results, 
in the limited number of towns mentioned, have been such as 
to afford unanswerable evidence of the necessity of making the 
exceptional legislation general. The number of women living 
by prostitution is very commonly exaggerated. Mr. Berkeley 
Hill calculates the number of regular members of the pro- 
fession in London at 16,000, and of others occasional pursuing 
it at 2000 more. This estimate from police reports is pro- 
bably correct. Dr. Loudon, an English physician settled in 
Paris, published, more than thirty years ago, a work in French, 
on prostitution, which may probably be found in the library of 
the College of Physicians, in which he showed that the number 


of prostitutes who paid d tax under the Roman Empire and 


those registered in modern Paris bore just the same proportion 
to the total population—viz., half per cent. If we take the 
population of the metropolis at three millions, half per cent. 
willbe 15,000! Mr. Berkeley Hill observes :— 

The stigma which attaches to the class causes them to collect for fellow- 
ship in certain districts. This confluence of the individuals to whom pre- 
ventive ‘sanitary restrictions should be applied is important, in rendering 
practicable the enforcement of measures of supervision and restriction. In 
the dockyard towns the officers engaged im carrying out the Contagious 
Diseases Act are soon acquainted with each dweller in their district, and 
easily make her comply with the regulations. These persons form a friend- 
less class, beyond the pale of ordinary society, and consequently-suffer much 
from petty tyranny at the hands of those they deal with. For a great por- 
tion the life is one of semi-starvation; thousands think 8s. or 10s. per week 
a handsome income. As may be supposed, the greater number of them, 
sooner or later, become contagious. In this state, whatever the position and 
condition of prosperity of the women may be, their means of cure are 
miserably insufficient. The hospitals of London do not provide over 200 
beds in the aggregate for all the as of sufferers. The Lock Hospital and 
Asylum, the only institution specially devoted to this purpose, cannot erent 
more than 30 beds. The workhouses only admit sufferers of this kind when 
so ill as to be quite helpless. If relieved as out-patients, they cannot com- 
mand the means for acting on their instructions. Relief while an out- 
patient, moreover, while palliating her sufferings, enables her to continue to 
disseminate het diseaSe; whereas without this aid she would have soon 
become so utterly prostrate that she must enter some refuge to be cured or 
die. ‘Under’ either circumstance further propagation of her malady ceases. 
Here lies the whole problem—to find out the sick and retain them in hospital 
while liaxble’to infect othérs.. The limitation of contagion is achieved with 
more or less success in most continental cities and in the colonial military 
stations of the British empire. 

With the evidence the military medical authorities can supply 
there will probably be little difficulty in obtaining the assent of 
Parliament to an extension of the Contagious Diseases Act to 
every town in the kingdom where soldiers are stationed, except 
London—that is, except the City, where supervision and regu- 
lation are most urgently required, to which infected prostitutes 
of France. and Germany escape to avoid their own medical 
police. Yet, fairly considered, it is mere folly to legislate 
against the spread of small-pox, which only kills or disfigures, 
or cattle plague, which only raises the price of beef, and leave 
full liberty to the dissemination of disease which poisons, 
maims, blinds, lames, and destroys unborn generations. The 
objections to such exceptional legislation are commonly based 
on one of two grounds—religious or political. Politicians of a 
certain order of mind are jealous of the smallest infringement 
of personal liberty. These object to the Compulsory Vaccina- 
tion Act. Among the religious there are some who object to 
any interference with what they consider the preordained 
punishment of immorality. There are also the class who are 
so modest that they object to the discussion of any subject, 
however important, if it be nasty. The objection to inter- 
ference with personal liberty is the most formidable. The wise 
and natural jealousy of police interference has already made 
the criminal and the professional vagrant our masters. Public 
patience is almost exhausted, as the Home Secretary and the 


| President of the Poor-Law Board have discovered. Parliament 


will, at an early opportunity, deal hardly with the twice-con- 
victed felon and the professional vagrant; the professional 
prostitute is not less worthy of attention, considering the evil 
she is capable of conveying to innocent unborn children in every 
rank of life. The measures which the metropolitan governments 


| have attempted in this direction have been, to a certain extent, 


positively mischievous. According to trustworthy reports 
from the police, the persistent war upon brothels and houses 
of accommodation has not had the effect of diminishing me- 
tropolitan prostitution in the slightest degree ; but, by dis- 
persing the women in private lodgings of a humble character, 
has infected the morals of many poor and respectable families. 
It will certainly be wise to consider the propriety of regulating 
a vice and a class which have existed, if we may credit Holy 
Writ, in present shape, for more than three thousand years. In 
England Mr. Hill tells us that 

Sixty per cent. killed by the result of venereal diseases are less than one 
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ar old, and 13,000 deaths have been recorded under this head by the 

i General in the ten years 1857-66. Dr. Barnes, obstetric physician 

to St. Thomas’s Hospital, writes, in the report of the Association for 
Extending the Contagious Diseases Act, that he “frequently witnesses 
children born dead from this cause, the mothers being deeply, sometimes 
irreparably, injured in health. Thus, it is no uncommon thing for a mother 
to have five, six, or even ten premature births, and never to bear a healthy 
child.” According to Mr. Paget (quoting from the report), * probably very 
few of these chi grow up to healthy manhood; partial or complete 
blindness, deafness, lameness from diseases of the bones and joints, are com- 
mon maladies among them.” Yet another illustration of the frightful 
extent of this mischief. Mr. Paget has “seen five surgeons, who were in 
good health and in active > before contracting this disease in the dis- 
charge of their professional duties, that have died, some after months, some 
after years of illness.” Fifty others, at least, he has seen suffer, more or less 


severely, through similar inoculation, before they recovered their health. 


Most distressing are the cases of wives and mothers who in their own 
rsons are sufferers by contagion. Mr. Berkeley Hill’s evidence before the 
ome of Lords committee contains an instance of a respectable tradesman’s 
wife who had been afflicted for seventeen years, in which time five out of her 
nine children had died from or during the course of this malady, inherited 
from their parents. Two of the living children, though they have survived 
its action, show permanent traces of the disease. Such examples are familiar 
to every surgeon. 
As to the extent of the devastation caused by this disease 
amongst the population— 

At the Hospital for Diseases of the Throat, 15} per cent. of the patients 
owe their malady to this cause. At the different institutions for disorders 
of the eye this proportion reaches 20 per cent. At the hospitals for children 
the number is also Nee large: at one in New York, out of 3216 patients, 
316, or 1 in 10, suff from this affection. It has already been mentioned 
that nearly 13,000 deaths in England and Wales from this disease have been 
registered during the ten years 1857-66, but the annual ratio has rapidly 
increased in this time. In the early years it was 52 per million; in 1866 it 
had reached 79 per million. Still this statement gives no conception of the 
number of deaths caused indirectly. Most.certificates assign only the im- 
mediate cause of death, the primary cause being either overlooked or 
unknown ; for so subtle is the poison that adults seldom die speedily, but, 
as in the instance just narrated, many years may elapse before the ultimate 
result is reached. A great part of this interval is often passed in apparent 
health, a condition that is very favourable to propagation, for the affected 
are then commonly unaware of their liability to communicate their disorder. 

* In London the number of sick attending the charitable institutions is over 
850,000 per annum, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital registers 6000 surgical 
out-patients yearly ; 3000 of these are infected with the disorders at present 
under discussion. In Guy’s Hospital the enormous number of 25,800 cases 
of contagious disease are treated as out-patients annually, exclusive of the 
later less obvious forms of the complaint which come under the care of the 
a. In the smaller hospitals the average of the applicants suffering 

m these disorders is calculated to be from one-fourth to one-third of the 
surgical out-patients. The 850,000 sick treated at the hospitals and dispen- 
saries of the metropolis do not, of course, include those he are relieved in 
workhouses or by the parish—a large addition. Since the proportion suffer- 
vy beg we the early consequences of contagion is estimated at several hospitals 
to be between one-fourth and one-third of the total attending, we may safely 
conclude that one in ten, or 85,000 of the London sick, are affected by con- 
tagion in either its early or late stages. Among om classes, the pro- 
portion of the population so infected is probably far greater; for we see that 
in conditions of life from which many causes of sickness are excluded the 

roportion far exceeds one in ten. Thus, in the home army, of 73,000 

ealthy men, contagion disables the force to an enormousextent. In 1864, 
out of 68,000 admissions to hospitals for all causes, 20,600, or nearly one- 
third, were sufferers from contagion. In London, as everywhere else, youths 
and young adults?are far more affected than any other part of the popula- 
tion; therefore we may safely conclude that two-thirds of the infected are 
men who have not passed middle life. Two-thirds of 85,000 are 56,000— 
that is 56,000 of the productive class, out of 3,500,000 souls in London alone, 
are annually more or less incapacitated by contagion from profitable labour. 


These figures are sufficient to prove that when once discussion 
has seriously commenced legislative action must follow. 


Mr. John Fowler, an engineer wise in his generation, the 
author of works in which almost every resource of modern 
engineering art and science has been applied, is now in Egypt. 
The Prince of Wales has the advantage of his society, with 
Dr. Russell, of Indian and Crimean fame, and the Duke of 
Sutherland, who this time seems to have brought his amateur 
engineering tastes to some useful purpose. It must be confessed 
that in choice of companions, or associates, our Prince may stand 
in favourable comparison with the majority of heirs of thrones, 
past and present. Mr. Fowler, leaving the financial direc- 
tors of his magnum opus—the Metropolitan Railway—to their 
troubles of capital, labour, and law, quite certain that, in spite 
of any difficulties, it will be strong enough to find its way 
through the bowels of the earth to a complete circle, has taken 
leisure, much needed, beyond the reach of the penny post, if 
not of telegrams, combined with business. In the pursuit of 
the two he has surveyed the Isthmus of Suez Canal, and re- 
ported its progress in language evidently inspired by the land 
of the Sphinx—so encouraging, and yet so cautious. With 
this report his magnificent host in the tour of inspection, 


||M. de Lesseps, could not fail to be pleased, for fully does it 


do justice to the efforts and success of that astute and ener- 
getic financier. Mr. Fowler says, in effect, there are no diffi- 


|\culties in the way of completing and working the Suez Canal, 
| |provided sufficient capital and revenue can be found ; that if it be 


completed on the scale indicated, it will find traffic, not only 
in existing steam fleets, but in ships with auxiliary screw 





power, built expressly for the purpose. But when we follow 
Mr. Fowler’s suggestions and emendations, made with all the 
force of a truly practical and experienced engineer, one by 
one, they are sufficient to make the boldest capitalist stand 
aghast. Mr. Fowler was not called upon to say anything that 
would be unpleasant to M. de Lesseps, his guide and host, or 
the Viceroy, by whom he, as one of the Royal suite, was most 
magnificently entertained, or anything that would damage his 
well-deserved reputation as an engineer; but if we could put 
him into the witness-box for cross-examination, it would turn 
out that he considers the whole capital expended on the Suez 
Canal lost for ever, and that, by the expenditure of at least 
twice as much more, there is a chance that an income may be 
earned equal, or nearly equal, to the working expenses—in 
fact, a sort of Caledonian Canal result. Let us see what he 
requires. At Port Said, where millions have already been 
expended, the open breakwater is to be considerably extended 
and made solid, and then with powerful dredging-machines, 
continually kept at work, a sufficient harbour for a great trade 
may, he thinks, be kept open. The canal itself, when excavated 
to the full depth, may be made fit for the use of steam-vessels 
by paving the whole of the banks—an operation which, taken at 
the prices at which the Birmingham Canal has been so 
perfected, will cost as much as all that has been done on the 
Suez Canal up to the present time. The shifting, blowing 
sands would afford serious and continual work to the 
dredging-machines; but Mr. Fowler believes correctly that 
paving and planting will eventually bind and settle the sands. 
Rob Roy, in his canoe-voyage on the canal, spoiled one capital 
and truly original stock-jobbing device. He described how he 
saw a small French war brig, emptied of guns and stores, 
floated on barrels and caissons toward the Red Sea. If it had 
not been for this prying Scotchman, we should have heard, 
some fine day, on the Paris Bourse, of the triumphant passage 
of a French man-of-war from the Mediterranean to the Red 
Sea. Very soon, no doubt, the Suez Canal will be open to 
small craft—already it has created fertility in bringing fresh 
water to Suez—but some new financial combination must be 
completed before it becomes of appreciable use in our 
Indian, Chinese, and Australian trade. M. About declares 
that M. de Lesseps’ visitors are refreshed with champagne and 
a breakfast by a Paris artist in the same wooden hut, shifted 
at every halt, and entertained by the sight of some gang of 
model labourers sent forward in advance. But this is no 
doubt a joke—at any rate, a trick that would not take in so 
old a traveller and engineer as John Fowler. The simple 
truth is, that the canal, completed to carry sea-going steamers, 
would be immediately used, and mostly by British steamships. 
At present, it is a fearful financial failure; but we shall learn 
more when Mr. Fowler reads, as in duty bound he must, the 
“impressions of his voyages and travels” at the Institution 
of Civil Engineers. 

Amongst the changes and improvements that members of | 
Parliament will find on their return to the Palace of Westmin- 
ster, not the least will be the new landing-stages on the 
Thames Embankment—a delightful exchange for the dirty 
decayed barges, under the control of uncivil, irresponsible 
watermen. The conveniences cannot fail to have a sensible 
effect on the steamboat traffic, fed, as it will be, by the Westmin- 
ster Station of the Metropolitan Railway. Those interested in 
the barge trade of the river will, if they are wise, take ad- 
vantage of the presence of Mr. John Bright at the Board of 
Trade, while he consents to remain, and make a second effort 
to abolish the injurious monopoly of the watermen and their | 
company. The last attempt failed in consequence of the in- | 
fluence exercised by the then President of the Board of 
Trade, Mr. Henley. The environs of New Palace Yard are 
growing into something creditable to our architiresque taste. 
It is not one of the least triumphs of Mr. John Fowler that, 
through his railway, he should have proved the Hercules of | 
Tothill Street-—an Augean labour—and combined a great! 
public improvement with a good 60-feet street to his own 
door, instead of a filthy alley. As the grandeur and public 
advantage of the metropolitan railway circle daily become 
more evident, we are more and more surprised at the great 
railway companies which have willingly declined the advantages 
of this omnibus passenger line. There is the London and 
North-Western at Euston Square shut out in the cold, while 
the Great Western, the Midland, and the Great Northern, are 
in close and easy communicatién with every station of the 











metropolitan circle. Again, at the New Meat Market, the 
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underground station accommodates the Great Western, which 
brings a little meat, and the London, Chatham, and Dover, 
which brings scarcely any; while the Great Eastern and the 
London and North-Western, which tap the greatest cattle- 
feeding districts, have no access there—-a fact which reflects 
equal discredit on the City and railway authorities. Again, at 
Charing Cross, the short-sighted preference of the South- 
Eastern traffic managers for their little Cannon Street line has 
made them not only neglect but reject the opportunity of 
securing convenient access from the Metropolitan station about 
to be formed on the embankment, to the South-Eastern Rail- 
way—access or communication which would make every sta- 
tion on the circle a feeder of the South-Eastern. Is it too 
late to remedy this absurdity, from which the South-Western 
will also suffer? With similar short-sighted jealousy the outer 
circle North London refuses to connect itself with the inner 
circle. Yet, at great future cost, all these connexions must as 
surely be made as those by which the Great Western is tardily 
uniting itself with the great national railway system of narrow 


gauge. 
Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue advantage of having a clear-headed statesman to preside 
over an important department of the Government—especially 
if that Government be a strong one—was never more fully 
exemplified than in the action taken by the new President of 
the Board of Trade in relation to the metropolitan gas ques- 
tion. His predecessor in the office felt constrained to court 
popularity by yielding to unjust demands, and, contrary to 
the principles of conservatism professed by the Government, 
threatened to bring in a Bill for the supply of gas to the metro- 
polis more revolutionary in its character than any measure 
proposed by the most extreme gas reformers. When pointing 
out the many highly objectionable propositions comprised in 
the notice of the Bill which appeared in the London Gazette on 
the 17th of November last, we denounced them as amounting 
to “ rapacious confiscation,” and lamented that a Government 
professing Conservative principles should, in the hope of 
gaining popularity, threaten to make a destructive assault on 
property that is as well secured to its possessors by law as 
any kind of property whatever; and we predicted that the 
then President of the Board of Trade would soon feel ashamed 
of having been duped into giving such a notice, and would 
allow it quietly to drop. Such, indeed, appears to have been 
the fact ; but the notice, nevertheless, was left as a legacy to 
his successor in office, and the gas agitators had great hopes 
that Mr. Bright might be induced to adopt the measure and 
prosecute it with vigour. Since his accession to office he has 
received several deputations from one side and the other, and 
he must have been, at first, perplexed by the opposite views of 
the question presented to him. In the first place, the three gas 
companies who have Bills pending in Parliament waited on the 
right honourable gentleman ; afterwards, certain delegates from 
some of the metropolitan vestries represented to him the alleged 
grievances of the gas consumers, as reported in our last number; 
and since then the representatives of the eight metropolitan gas 
companies who are not subject to the legislation of 1868, nor are 
promoting any Bills in the present session, have laid their case 
before the President of the Board of Trade. Coming fresh 
to the consideration of the subject, it required a clear and a 
strong mind to determine what course to pursue among such 
diverse currents of opinion; but Mr. Bright does not seem to 
have been long in making his decision, which was announced 
in the House of Commons on Thursday last, when the gas 
Bills which had been read a second time were all referred to 
the same committee. Mr. Bright then, in reply to some ob- 
servations from Mr. Locke—who assumed that the Bill of which 
notice had been given by the late Government would be pro- 
ceeded with—stated most distinctly that it was not his inten- 
tion to bring in any Bill on the part of the Board of Trade in 
consequence of that notice. He said he had come to that 
conclusion after the matter had heen most fully discussed since 
he had been connected with the Board, and that, taking into 
consideration that there is at present no Jocal authority in the 
metropolis, out of the City, that could properly undertake the 
supply of gas, no measure having that object in view could 
have a practical result, and he was “ unwilling to take the part 
“‘ of harassing the gas companies by a constant opposition in 
“* Parliament, especially as the Board of Trade were not pre- 
“* pared with any distinct policy on the matter to recommend 




















“* to the House.” Thus, for the present session at Jeast, the 
metropolitan gas companies who are not applying to Parlia- 
ment may consider themselves safe from further persecution, 
and if we may judge from the expressions respecting the Bill 
of the Imperial Gas Company, there will be no revival of the 
unjust opposition to their application for sufficient power to 
enable them to fulfil the obligations imposed on them by Par- 
liament. The declaration that it is not the intention of the 
Government to interfere with the gas supply of the metropolis, 
called forth the lamentation of Dr. Brewer on the helpless state 
of the gas consumers, whom the vestries, he said, had no power 
to aid, and whom the Government had abandoned to the ruth- 
less extortion of the gas companies. Mr. Ayrton, however, 
asserted that the local authorities of the metropolis do possess 
power, if they choose to exercise it, for the protection of the 
interests of the gas consumers, and he accused the local autho- 
rities of evading the duty that they might very well perform, 
by attempting to throw it on the Government. Such remarks 
sound strangely, coming from such a quarter; but we are glad 
that the honourable member for the Tower Hamlets has at 
length arrived at the knowledge of the fact we have frequently 
endeavoured to impress on the local authorities, that the 
Metropolis Gas Act contains provisions which, if properly 
carried out, would remedy all the alleged grievances of .which 
gas consumers complain. It is to be hoped that the respite 
from further “harassment,” which the gas companies have 
obtained, will be taken advantage of by them to organize some 
combination which may give the public the advantages that 
amalgamation might effect; bearing in mind that the South 
Metropolitan Company can pay 10 per cent. dividend when 
supplying gas at 3s. 4d. per 1000 feet, and that the Brighton 
Gas Company, with coal much dearer than in London, con- 
trive to pay 8 per cent. out of 14-candle gas at 3s. 6d. per 
1000 feet. The leaning of Mr. Bright is evidently towards 
the transfer of gas-works to public authorities ; but, in the case 
of the metropolis, the difficulty is to find out a suitable body to 
whom the manufacture and supply of gas could be entrusted. 
The Corporation of the City of London have at length 
nearly succeeded in appointing a gas examiner, five months 
after their gas Act has come into operation. The Special Gas 


Committee made their amended report at the meeting of the| 


Court of Common Council on Thursday last, to the effect that, 
having reconsidered the report which was referred back to 
them, they recommend that the salary of the gas examiner 
should be £500 a year, including payment of the assistants 
that would be required to aid him in testing the gas at four 
separate places; that thirteen candidates had applied for the 
appointment, from whom they had at first selected six, 
which number was reduced, on further examination, to 
two, whose names they presented to the court for their selec- 
tion—viz., Mr. Heisch, F.C.S., and Dr. Whitmore. In ad- 
dition to the duties of the office, as defined by the City of 
London Gas Act, and by the instructions of the gas referees, 
the Special Gas Committee recommend that the gas examiner 
shall be required, among other things, not to undertake to 
act in the same capacity for any metropolitan gas company, 
without the consent of the Corporation ; that he shall visit one 
or two of the four testing-places every night, and that he shall 
make all the sulphur determinations himself. For the dis- 
charge of the manifold and onerous duties of the office the pro- 
posed salary, after deducting the payment of two or more 
assistants, is certainly not excessive remuneration, but there 
were some members of the court who proposed that the salary 
should be reduced to £100; that proposition, however, re- 
ceived a decided negative, and the report of the Gas Committee 
was adopted, the selection of one of the two gentlemen named 
to be made at the next meeting of the court. It had been 
understood that the gas examiner elected by the Corporation 
would also be appointed by the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, to test the gas supplied by the Chartered Company in 
their western district ; but they have preferred having an inde- 
pendent officer of their own, and it would, indeed, be difficult 
for the same person to discharge the duties imposed on the 
examiner by the gas referees. Those instructions require that 
there shall be eight testings for illuminating power each even- 
ing, within four hours—viz., four testings of cannel, and four 
of common gas—besides long-continued testings for purity, the 
instructions for which are not yet prescribed. The Board, in 
their advertisement for candidates to compete for that office, 
state that the person to be appointed will be required to per- 


form the duties personally, and not by deputy; that the ap-| 
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pointment is to be held only during the pleasure of the Board, 
and there is to be no compensation in the event of the abolition 
of the office. For the discharge of these duties and require- 
ments, the highly qualified gentleman who may have the great 
merit and good fortune to be elected is to have a salary of 
/£100 per annum, or a fraction above 5s. 9d.a day! That, 
| indeed, will be liberal remuneration compared with the pro- 

position of some of the Common Councilmen in the City, that 
the same salary should be paid for doing four times the amount 
of work, but the Metropolitan Board can scarcely expect it is 
sufficient to induce a properly qualified gentleman to undertake 
so onerous and responsible an office. 

In making valuations of gas-works for rating purposes it has 
been usual, latterly, for valuers on the part of owners and 
occupiers to make a charge for “risks and casualties.” That 
charge has been generally objected to on the part of the 
| parishes ; but, after the results of the trial for damage by fire 
|in Wood Street, for which the Great Central Company were 
|made responsible, and the more recent award by the arbitrator 


and casualties will be withdrawn. According to the course of 
recent gas legislation, the burthen of all such losses is thrown 
directly on the shareholders, as the amount of damage is to be 
deducted from the profits applicable to dividends ; and there 
‘can be no doubt that the probability of the occurrence of such 
‘casualties greatly diminishes the value of gas property, and 
should, therefore, be taken into account in any estimation of it. 
| The following is an abstract of the award of Mr. Pownall, the 
|eminent surveyor, to whom it was referred to assess the 
|damages claimed by the tenants of Saville House, which the 
Chartered Company have to pay :— 














‘ Original Claim before Amount 
Claim. Arbitrator. Awarded. 

Smith . . £6,045 .. £3,156 .. £1,802 

Page . « momor 15,002 .. 11,486 

Ward 2,802 1,542 ..- 1,242 
Mons. . S700 .. 23700 .. 3188 
£37,804 ..£22,400 ..£16,658 


It will thus be seen that £37,804 was the sum originally 
claimed; that it was reduced to £22,400 when the claims 
came before the arbitrator; and that the sum awarded has 
been £16,658, in addition to the heavy law charges incurred 
by the company in resisting the claims. 

It appears, from the following extract from the Cambridge 
Chronicle, that the new gas company of that town have made a 
satisfactory arrangement with the old company, and that the 
hostilities between them have ceased. The terms of the 
arrangement are not yet announced. The Chronicle has also 
made the amende honorable for its attack on the proprietor of 
this Journat, for which, as we pointed out at the time, there 
was not the slightest reasonable pretext, as, from the first 
introduction of the competing company into Cambridge, it met 
with our strongest opposition :— 


We believe we may now venture to announce, and we do so with unfeigned 
‘nae my and satisfaction, that this question, which has agitated and em- 
roiled the town, more or less, for the last fifteen months, and which has 
produced, we fear, permanently altered relations in the social intercourse of 
many of the inhabitants, has come to an end. May it be very many years 
ere it revive to trouble us again. The terms of an arrangement, we under- 
stand, have been definitely agreed upon, and will be legally carried out with 
the least possible delay. 

In reviewing the part we have taken in this prolonged contest, we feel 
that we have nothing to regret. We have expressed freely and fearlessly 
our opinion. We were convinced from the first that a second gas company 
could not be established with advantage either to its promoters or the town. 
We are persuaded that the attempt did not originate in the conviction of any 
individual that a second gas company was necessary, or that it would be of 
advan to the inhabitants. But we have already given our opinion on the 
origin of the question, and if we had not done so, we should not be disposed 
to enter upon it now, but rather to let the troubled waters have a chance of 
coming to a state of rest. . 

In our last article on the subject we took a somewhat severe view of an 
erroneous statement in the JounNat or Gas Licutina. In a description of 
the Gas Bills before Parliament for 1869, that journal stated that the pre- 
amble of the Cambridge Consumers Gas Bill set forth that the limited com- 
pany ‘‘ was formed with a proposed capital of £25,000, which had been sub- 
8c and taken,” whereas a mere fraction only had been subscribed and 
taken—in fact, only £2241 10s. out of the £25,000 was paid up, and £5355 
was all that was subscribed. Now it seemed to us that this was a most 
extraordinary mistake to be made in rere | transcribing a short, but most 
important ewe of the preamble of a bill. And when to this it is added 
that, undoubtedly, if the contractor desired to get the shares taken in the 
new parliamentary company, with a capital augmented to £30,000, and 
with power to increase it to £45,000—which he very naturally would desire 
—nothing could be devised more calculated to aid him than the propagation 
of the belief that the yo limited company had been so popular that all 
its pro capital of ,000 had been at once subscribed, we confess it 
see! to us all but certain that our contemporary had quietly lent him a 





in the case of the Saville House fire in Leicester Square, it is | 
to be hoped that all opposition to a reasonable charge for risks | 





| plied by the Imperial Company for the month of January last, 





helping hand. Ourcontemporary, however, in his last issue, while admitting | 
the inaccuracy, indignantly repudiates any such motive. We can only, | 
therefore, express our belief in the truth and honour of our contemporary, | 
and admit that what we took for a wilful misstatement was but a mistake. 
And, therefore, we feel bound to make this acknowledgment and to express) 
our regret. Our contemporary will, we are sure, agree with us that there 
never was a period when it more behoved the press to be on the alert in| 
doing their best to guard the public from the snares which have not ceased | 
to be laid for them by company-promoters ever since the adoption of the | 
principle of limited liability. Nobody now needs to be informed of the 

number of victims already sacrificed. A man has only to look round among 

his own friends and acquaintance, even if he may not have to place his own | 
name on the melancholy list. Let us of the press then do all we can, little 

as it may be, to warn and prevent yet others from rushing into the toils. | 


A petition has been presented to the Court of Chancery for | 
winding up the City of Moscow Gas Company, which is ap- 
pointed for hearing before Vice-Chancellor James, on Friday 
next. The effect of this proceeding has been a fall in the) 
price of the shares to 10s. (£25 paid), and unless, as suggested | 
by a correspondent in another column, the mortgage to the | 
International Financial Society be invalid, the whole of the; 
share capital of £625,000 may be considered as lost. Mr. 
Arthur Cooper, of the firm of Cooper Brothers and Co., has 
been appointed provisional official liquidator. 











Correspondence. 


GAS LIGHTING AT CANTERBURY. 

Srr,—As the statement made in your last number, headed 
“Gas Lighting at Canterbury,” may lead your readers to suppose 
that this company’s Act had not been complied with, will you 
please oblige by inserting the following in your next issue ?— 
An experimental meter, together with photometer and the usual| 
apparatus, has been fixed and in regular use for upwards of 
two years at the appointed place; and, had the consumers 
availed themselves of the use of it, they would have found 
similar results to those given by Dr. Whitmore, medical officer 
of health for Marylebone, who, in his report upon the gas sup- 





states—“ The quality of the gas had exceeded the Parliamentary 
standard. Its pressure at times was very low, and, owing partly 
to this cause and partly to the insufficient diameter of the pipes 
and fittings in many houses, and partly also to the bad condition 
of the burners, complaints were not unfrequently made of what was | 
termed the bad quality of the gas, when in reality the insufficiency | 
of light was occasioned by the causes above stated.” I know from| 
experience that this is the case in Canterbury, having rectified 
numerous complaints that have arisen from the self-same causes, 
at the same time invariably giving satisfaction, with this excep- 
tion—that the bills have increased. 

Our public lamps are each supplied by a separate meter, conse- 
quently we only charge for what is actually consumed. 

WILLIam Davis. 





Canterbury Gas and Water Company, 
Manager's Office, Feb. 23, 1869. 


CITY OF MOSCOW GAS COMPANY. 

Srr,—I am not aware whether the directors and the legal 
advisers of this company have had their attention drawn toa 
clause in the concession, a translation of which is now before me, 
prohibiting them from mortgaging the works. It is to the fol- 
lowing effect :— 

y the return of the caution-money to the contractors, the works and 
all the constructions for gas lighting shall serve as a security to the town 
for the perfect carrying out of the contract until the end of the privilege, 
for which reason neither the works nor any other constructions can be 
mortgaged by the contractors to foreign hands, and a prohibition is laid on 
the works and all constructions against mortgaging them for any such 
purpose. 

Now, it appears to me that under this clause not only is the 
further —e now proposed illegal in Russia, where the pro- 

rty is situated, but the one claimed by the International 

inancial Society, and that the latter must take their chance 
with the other creditors of the company, unless they can make 
good a claim against the old directors, for — induced them 
to part with their money under pretext of their having power to 
mortgage the works. ~ OncE BURNT. 


Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monpay, Fes. 22, 1869. 

The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that the Standing Orders had 
not been complied with in respect of the following Bills:—BAaRNsTAPLEe 
Gas (No. 2); BisHor’s Srortrorp WATER; BricHTon AND Hove GEne- 
rat Gas; Darwen Water; EpINnsuRGH AND District WATER; GLascow 
Corporation Gas (New Works); Great YarmoutH WarsR; KeiGHirr 
Water; OLpHAM CorPoraTION WATER; and SPALDING WATER. 

The following Bills were presented, and read a first time:—BrsHor's 
StorTFoRD WATER; BripGEND (GLAMORGANSHIRE) Gas AND WATER; 
Bricuton AND Hove Generat Gas; Consett WaTER; Great Yar- 
MouTH WATER; Harrogate Water: ILKLEY Gas; Oxrorp Gas; SHot- 
Ley BripGe AND Consett District Gas; and West Surrey WATER. 
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TurspAy, Fes. 23. 
The Dorxixe Water; Mrtyrow Gas; WALTHAM ABBEY AND CHEs- 
HuNT Gas; and the Watron-on-THAMES AND WEYBRIDGE Gas Bills, 
were presented, and read a first time. 





Tavrspay, Fes. 25. 5 
The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that the Standing Orders 
applicable to the TRuRO WaTER Bill had nct been complied with. 





Frmay, Fes. 26. 
The ABERDARE AND ABERAMAN Gas Bill, and the Truro Water Bill, 
were read a first time. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wepwespay, Fes. 17, 1869. 

The Eprxsurcu AnD District WATER; the BARNSTAPLE Gas (No. 2); 
the GLascow Corporation Gas (New Works, &c.); the DARWEN 
Water; and the SpPALpinG WareEr Bills, were referred to the Select Com- 
mitte on Standing Orders. 





: THurRsDAY, Fes. 18. 

The Barnstap.e Gas (No. 2); DarwEN WATER; BRIGHTON AND HovE 
GENERAL Gas; OLDHAM CorpPorRATION Water, &c.; BisHor’s SToRTFORD 
Warer; Spatpinc Water; GLascow Corporation Gas (NEw Works); 
and EprinsurGH Anp Disrricr WATER Bills, were reported as not com- 
| plying with the Standing Orders, and were consequently referred to the 
| Select Committee on Standing Orders. 

The CLEVELAND WATER; GLASGOW CorPorATion GAS (PuRcHASE, &c.); 
GREENOCK WaTER; St. HELEN’s BorouGH IMPROVEMENT; BIRMINGHAM 
Gas; Mosstey Water; Gaeat CentraL GAs; CLECKHEATON GAS; 
WINDERMERE District WATER; DuUKINFIELD AND Denton Loca. 
Boarps or HEALTH; HuppersFieLD Water; NorrincHam WATER; 
RADCLIFFE AND Pitktncton GAs; SourH MkTROPpoLITAN GAs; WEST 
Ham Gas; Brympo WaTerR; Maryrort Town anp Harsour Gas; 
Dunper WATER; Braprorp WATER; LAMBETH WATER; GLAsGOow CiTy 
AND SUBURBAN GAs; GLAsGow GaAs; and DumBarton Warer, &c., Bills, 
were read a first time. 





Fripay, Fes. 19. 
The Accrincton GAs AND WATER; WOLVERHAMPTON BorovucH Im- 
PROVEMENT; IMPERIAL Gas; and the Keriguiey Warer Bills, were read 
a first time. 


Monpay, FEs. 22. 
The Kixesrown Town Bill was read a first time. 


Tuespay, Fes. 23. 
The Braprorp WATER; BrymBo WaTER; CLECKHEATON GAs; DuKIN- 
| FIELD AND Denton Locat Boarps or HEALTH; DuMBARTON WATER; 
|GLAscow Ciry anp SuspurBAN Gas; GLascow Gas; Great CENTRAL 
|Gas; Greenock Water; HuppersFiIELD Water; LAMBETH WATER; 
|Maryrport Town AnD Harsour Gas; Mosstey Water; NotTinGHAM 
| Water; RADCLIFFE AND Pitkineton Gas; St. HeuLEN’s Boroucu Im- 
| PROVEMENT; SouTH Merroro.itan GAs; West Ham Gas; Wesr Mip- 
| DLESEX WaTER; AND WINDERMERE District Water Bills, were read a 





‘| second time, and committed. 


Petitions were deposited against the Duxryrietp AND Denton Loca 
|Boarps or Heautu Bill, by the Hyde Gas Company;—against the Im- 
| PERIAL Gas Bill by the Vestry of St. Pancras;—and against the Norrine- 
HAM Water Bill, by the Corporation of Nottingham. 


Wepnespbay, Fes. 24. 

The Accrincron GAs AND WATER; BirMINGHAM GAS; CLEVELAND 
Water; and DunperE Warer Bills, were read a second time, and com- 
mitted. 

The Mancuester CorpPorRATION WATER-WoRKS AND IMPROVEMENT 
Bill was read a first time. 





THuRSDAY, Fes, 25. 

The GLascow Corroration Gas (PurcHass, &c.,) Bill, and the Im- 
PERIAL GAL Bill, were read a second time, and committed. 

Merropo.is Gas.—Ordered, that the Imperial Gas Bill, and the Bills of 
all other companies supplying the metropolis with gas, be referred to the 
same committee. 

A petition was deposited against the HUDDERSFIELD Warer Bill, from 
the Meltham District Local Board of Health. 

IMPERIAL GAS BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. C. Forster, this bill was read a second time. 

Mr. T. Coampers: I beg to move that this bill be referred to the same 
select committee which will have to take into consideration other gas bills. 
Such a committee will then have to deal with the whole question of the 
| supply of gas, and will be able to take pains to make the legislation in all 
| gas bills consistent. It is far better that this bill, and all others of a similar 
, character, should be sent to the same committee, in order to secure con- 

sistency of legislation, and justice and protection to the consumers and to 
all others concerned. I believe the Board of Trade are about to bring in a 
bill to enlarge the powers of certain gas companies, and that bill also could 
be referred to the same committee. I beg to move that this bill be referred 
to the same committee, with all other gas bills. 

Mr. Locke: I am glad the right honourable gentleman the President of 
the Board of Trade has just entered the house, as this is a question which 
affects the department over which he presides. A notice was given some 
time ago by the Board of Trade that a bill would be introduced into Parlia- 
ment by that board for the purpose of providing an Act somewhat similar 
to that which was passed last year, the object of the notice being 
that the rest of the metropolis might derive the same advantages which 
the City Corporation have been enabled to secure for themselves. 
Last session, I believe, they did bring in a bill, which, however, they 
dropped; but the corporation of London took it up, and persevered 
with it, and they carried it. That bill is now an Act of Parliament, which, 
although it does not give the corporation everything they could have 
desired, is still a very great improvement on the state of things which 
existed before, inasmuch as it has reduced the price of gas, and at the same 
time improved the quality. But I believe certain additions were found to be 
necessary to that Act, and therefore it was that the Board of Trade gave 
notice so far back as November—it was not under the present administra- 
tion, certainly, but under the late administration—they gave a notice 
which appeared in the Times of haem the 14th of November, 1868. That 
notices was a very long one, very nearly iling a whole column of the Times ; 











and certainly that which was indicated in that notice would be extremely 
beneficial if carried out, as it would not only improve the present state of 
things, but it would likewise extend the provisions of the City bill, and ada 
more provisions to them, so as to make it more adapted for the whole of | 
the metropolis. I presume this bill will be brought in by the Board of} 
Trade, and that it will be referred to a select committee; and therefore I) 
think the motion of my honourable and learned friend, the member for Mary-| 
lebone, is most prudent—namely, to prevent this Imperial Gas Bill from) 
going on, and being taken into a select committee by itself, and, on the| 
contrary, to send it to the committee to which the bill about to be 
introduced by the Board of Trade will be referred. If that course 
is adopted the whole question will be properly ventilated, and the metro- 
polis may be able to obtain that which they have long sought for. In 1867 
a select committee upon a gas bill made the following strong recommenda-| 
tion:—“ Unless the company are prepared during the recess to consent to| 
such an arrangement as the committee recommend, your committee think | 
that every facility should be afforded to the local authorities of the metro-| 
polis for the session of 1868 for the introduction of an independent supply.” | 
That was taken advantage of by the corporation of the City of London, but} 
the Metropolitan Board of Works did not take advantage of it, as they had} 
no funds to devote to such a purpose. As the Board of Trade have inti-) 
mated that they intend to bring in a bill, I trust that bill will be brought 
in, and referred, along with this Imperial Gas Bill, to a select committee. 
Mr. Bricut: The honourable and learned gentleman who has last 
spoken says quite truly that notice was given by the Board of Trade some 
time before the change of Government. That notice was given, however, 
without any positive determination to introduce any bill; it was only 
intended to leave the parties interested to determine what should be done} 
when the House assembled. The matter has been discussed most fully; 
since I have been connected with the Board of Trade, and the conclusion 





Board of Trade as a consequence of that notice. The bill now under con- 
sideration is the only one of very great importance which is likely to come 
forward this session on behalf of the gas companies. It seeks to raise a 
large amount of capital, and it will require very careful consideration 
by the committee to which it will be referred. That committee will have 
to see that no more than a necessary amount of capital is raised, and to 
secure that it shall be duly and properly expended. My honourable and 
learned friend (Mr. Locke) read an extract from the report of a select com- 
mittee which sat in 1867, in which the committee say they think every facility 
should be furnished to the local authorities of the metropolis in the follow- 
ing year, 1868, for the introduction of an independent supply of gas, Un- 
fortunately the metropolis, with the exception of the City of London, has 
no body to whom that term may be fairly applied. There does not appear 
to be any authority in the metropolis, outside of the City, to whom, at 
present, the supply of gas could be—I will not say trusted—but wisely con- 
fided. The Metropolitan Board of Works is really the only body of the 
sort, anc the Metropolitan Board at present, for a variety of reasons, does 
not consider it desirable that the supply of gas, and the purchase of the 
various existing gas companies, should be thrown upon it. I take it for 
granted that if the Metropolitan Board of Works had the power of supplying 
the metropolis with gas, it would not establish new works in any one place 
or all over the metropolis, but the arrangement would end in the transfer 
of a great portion of the present works to that board. But that board is 
not yet in a condition to undertake such a project, and in all probability 
its constitution would have to be reviewed by Parliament, and, perhaps, 
very materially altered, before so great a change could be made. Under 
these circumstances, it not appearing likely that any final conclusion would 
be come to at present, I was unwilling to take the part of what I may call 
harassing the gas companies by a constant opposition in Parliament, espe- 
cially as the Board of Trade was not prepared with any distinct policy on 
the matter to recommend to the House. I make this explanation in answer 
to the statement of my honourable and learned friend. There can be no 
objection to the motion of the honourable and learned member for Mary- 
lebone, that all gas bills shall be referred to the same committee. I suppose 
the promoters of bills will have no objection to that, and I, on the part of 
the Board of Trade, have none. 

Dr. BREwER: One of the great difficulties under which we labour is, that 
under the local management Acts there is no power given to any local 
body to come to Parliament to obtain those advantages which the report of 
the select committee in 1867 indicates should be conceded to the local 
authorities of London. We have no power in our vestries, or other local 
bodies, to spend a single farthing in the matter, nor have the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, whose powers are confined to those things which are men- 
tioned specifically in the Act. We are, therefore, wholly and entirely at 
the mercy of the Government of the day, and if they do not take up some 
measure for us, the advantages obtained for the City of London cannot be 
obtained for us, inasmuch as they have more funds at their disposal than 
we have. We are utterly helpless in the matter, we have no central autho- 
rity to call to our aid, and we do not know how to obtain redress, although 
we know we are suffering a great and grievous wrong, which other and 
more powerful bodies escape from. We have no locus standi in the matter 
at all. I hope, therefore, that the House, observing this point with regard 
to our local self-government, and knowing that we cannot help ourselves, 
will come to our aid and help us. 

Colonel Syxes: This is a very serious question, indeed. Of course, we 
want to reduce the price and improve the quality of gas, but what will be 
the result in many instances? Shares in gas companies are so often made 
the subject of marriage settlements, and endowments for children, that if 
you adopt any measure largely reducing the profit derived from the manu- 
facture of gas, you will involve hundreds of persons in serious misfortune, 
distress, and misery. 

Mr. Ayrton: I should like to correct a somewhat erroneous impression 
of my honourable friend, the member of Colchester, that the local autho- 
rities of the metropolis have no right to interfere in these questions, That 
was so some years ago, but, by the Standing Orders, a power was entrusted 
to the local authorities of the metropolis to appear against any bill which 
they thought affected the inhabitants of the metropolis, and, by the Act by 
which they are constituted, they have the power to take any proceedings 
which they think necessary for the interest of the inhabitants. Therefore, 
taking their Act of Parliament and the Standing Orders of the House toge- 
ther, I think it will be found that the local authorities of the metropolis 
have power, if they choose to exercise it, for the protection of the interest 
of the inhabitants. I am to say that most of the local authorities of 
the metropolis rather evade the duty which they might very well perform, 
and endeavour to throw it, as well as they can, on the Government of the 
day; but they ought to perform the duties which devolve upon them both 
by the Act of Parliament and the Standing Orders, 












which has been arrived at is, not to bring in any bill on the part of the} 








The motion was then agreed on. 
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Fripay, Fes. 26. 

Petitions were deposited against the CLecKHEATON Gas Bill, from the 
Gomersall Gas Company, and Henry Saville;—against the GREAT CENTRAL 
Gas Bill, from the Corporation of the City of : London ;—agaiust the Hup- 
DERSFIELD WATER Bili, from George and Eli Mallinson ;—against the Sr. 
| Heven’s Boroucn Improvement Bill, from Sir Robert Tolver Gerard, 
| Bart. ;—and against the West Mippiesex WArTer Bill, from the Vestry of 


| St. Pancras. 








| Saturpay, Fes. 27. 

|| Petitions were deposited against the Birmincuam Gas Bill, from the 
| Midland Railway Company, Abel Rollason and Abel Rollason the younger, 
Abel Rollason and Edwin Wright, the Birmingham and Staffordshire Gas- 
light Company, the Corporation of Birmingham, and Anne Lloyd and 
others;—against the Braprorp Water Bill, from the Keighley and Worth 
Valley Railway Company, James Hanson Charnock, and George Lane Fox; 
—against the BrrmBo Water Bill, from the Great Western Railway Com- 
pany :—against the DUMBARTON WarTER Bill, from William Denny and his cu- 
rators;—against the DUKINFIELD AND Denton Locat Boarps oF HEALTH 
Bill, from the Dukinfield Gas Company;—against the HuppERSFIELD 
Water Bill, from owners and occupiers of lands, &c., and millowners, &c. ; 
—against the Imprrrat Gas Bill, from the Midland Railway Company ;— 
against the MANCHESTER CoRPORATION WATER-WoRKS AND IMPROVE- 
| MENT Bill, from the Midland Railway Company;—against the MossLey 
|, Water Bill, from the Corporation of Oldham and millowners and others; 
| —against the NorrmyncHam Water Bill, from Thomas Huskinson and 
Trinity College, Cambridge;—and against the Sr. HELEN’s Borouca Im- 
PROVEMENT Bill, from the Widnes Local Board and the St. Helen’s Gas 
, Company. 








Zegqal intelliqence. 


ROLLS COURT—Wepnespay, Fes. 17. 
(Before the Master of the Rous.) 
PETERS ¥. ELLIOTT. 
This was a suit to obtain specific performance of an agreement to purchase 
a portion of the sea-beach and shingle at Portslade, near Brighton. It 
appeared that in 1866 two rival companies—the Aldrington Gas Company 
and the Brighton and Hove Gas Company—were promoting bills in Parlia- 
ment for the purposes of their respective undertakings. The bill of the latter 
company, which was successful, originally contained a power for the com- 
pulsory purchase of the very piece of land which was the subject of the suit, 
as a site for their erection of a gasholder, but this power was struck out in 
committee, partly on the opposition of Colonel Lloyd, who is lord of the 
manor of Lancing, and claims to be owner of the land in question. The com- 
pany thereupon became desirous of acquiring the same site me om means, and 
sent tbe plaintiff, who is a market gardener, and employed by them in carting 
out coke, &c., as their emissary to treat with the defendant for the purchase 
of the site, which he had lately bought of the London and County Bank, it 
being thought that it might be obtained more cheaply through the plaintiff, 
- than if the company themselves appeared on the scene. The plaintiff, how- 
ever, disclosed who were his principals, and after bargaining for himself to 
receive £50 out of the purchase-money, made what, according to his own 
contention, was an i contract for the purchase, but, according to the 
| defendant, was a qualified contract to take such title as the defendant had 
taken from the London and County Bank. This diversity of opinion led to 
the institution of the suit, which was carried on in the plaintiff’s name, 
owing to the circumstance of the gas company not being parties to the con- 
tract; and some amusement was created by the avowal of the plaintiff that 
until called as a witness by the defendant he did not know that he wasa 
plaintiff in a Chancery suit. There was also a question, which it was not 
necessary to decide, whether the Harbour Commissioners had not some rights 
over the portion of the beach contracted to be sold, but this depended solely 
|, on whether any portion of the site was below high-water mark. 
|| Sir Rrowarp Baecattay, Q.C., and Mr. RensHaw, for the plaintiff, 
| claimed specific performance on the footing of an open contract, with an 
| inquiry as to damages in the alternative, in the event of a good title to that 
|| footing not being shown. 
|| _Mr. Swanston, Q.C., and Mr. WALtsr, for the defendant, contended 
} 


that the contract was to give only such title as the defendant had to give, 
|, and that the company had notice of Colonel Lloyd’s claim, inasmuch as their 
| bill was opposed in Parliament on that ground. 
|| His Lorpsurp said that the contract was only to give such title as the 
| defendant then had to give, and unless the plaintiff was willing to accept the 
| title on that footing, in which case there would only be a reference to 
chambers to settle the conveyance, in case the parties differed, the bill must 
|| be dismissed. Whether it must be dismissed with costs or not he was not 
' prepared to say until he had read over the evidence ; but at present his view 
|| was that each party should pay his own costs. 





| CONVICTION FOR FRAUDULENTLY USING GAS AT SWANSEA. 

|| George Nelson, ship carpenter, of York Street, was recently charged 
with unlawfully using gas, the property of the Swansea Gas Company. 

_ Mr. Smrru, solicitor, appeared for the company, and said that the proceed- 
|, ings were taken under the 18 sec. of the 10th Vic., which had been incor- 
) porated with the Swansea Act. The defendant was not personally aware 
| that the service-pipe had been cut off and reconnected—it was done by his 
wife; but gas was consumed in the defendant’s house, and he was respon- 
sible. The gas company took these proceedings with the greatest possible 
reluctance, but cases of this description were so common, and the robbery of 
gas had been carried on to such an extent, that they felt bound to proceed 
with this case. Mr, Smith then stated the facts as deposed to by the various 
witnesses. 

Mr. W. Wilkinson deposed: I am a collector in the employ of the Swan- 
sea Gas Company. On the 28th of November last I sent a notice of arrears 
to the defendant. The notice was sent through the post, and I produce a copy 
of such notice. Three days after the expiration of the notice I called at 
the defendant’s house, and saw the defendant's wife, and she said her hus- 
band had been out of employ the whole of the past week, but if we would 
allow it to remain over until the 7th of December we should have the 
money. On that date I received 5s.on account. The next morning I 
called at the defendant’s house again, and told her that the 5s. would not 
satisfy us, and that unless the balance was paid next day the gas would be 
cutoff. Icalled again on the 10th, and the money was not then paid. I 
then told one of the inspectors to cut off the gas. 

Mr. William Griffith Williams: 1 am in the employ of the Swansea 
Gaslight Company as inspector. I received orders from the last witness on 
the 9th of December, and in consequence I cut off the supply of gas from 














the defendant’s house. I also screwed on an iron cap [produced }, which |} 
prevents gas going into the meter. Defendant's wife was present—the 
defendant wasnot. On the 16th of February I went to the defendant’s house 
with the manager. It was after eight o'clock in the evening. The gas was 
burning in the kitchen. I examined the meter—the iron cap had been 
taken off, and the meter connected with the service-pipe. The quantity of 
gas consumed from the 9th of December, when the gas was disconnected, 
until the 16th of February was 2900 feet. On the 16th the defendant was 
present, and Mr. Andrews, the manager, then charged the defendant with 
using gas improperly, and contrary to the rules of the company. Defendant 
said he knew nothing of it. Mrs. Nelson said in the defendant’s presence 
that she had ordered it to be done by a young man in the house. 

Henry Tomkins : I am an inspector of gas-meters. I knew that the gas 
had been cut off from the defendant's house. On passing the house on the 
9th of February I saw that the gas was burning; in consequence of this, and 
information I received, I watched the house nightly up to the 16th. The 
gas was burning every night, but not always in the same room. On the 
16th I went to the defendant’s house with the manager, the last witness, 
and also Inspector Crockford. The gas was then burning. Examined the 
meter, and the manager then said, “I charge you with using the gas fraudu- 
lently.” The defendant’s-wife then, in the defendant's presence, said she did 
it, and that her husband knew nothing about it, and said that it had been 
connected the same night as it had been disconnected. 

Mr. Samira, on behalf of the company, said that there was no desire to 
ask for a heavy penalty; they believed the wife had done all the mischief, 

The Bencu said that there were two clauses in the Act—one making it 
compulsory to inflict the full penalty, and the other clause giving them dis- 
cretionary power with regard tothe amount. As the company did not press 
for a heavy penalty they would act under the latter clause, but it should be 
known to the public that he was liable to a further sum of £5, and a penalty 
of 40s. for every day the gas was so fraudulently consumed. Taking a very 
lenient view of the case, they inflicted a penalty of 30s., including costs, or | 
21 days imprisonment. 

The Mayor said that he wished to make an observation in reference to | 
this case. Before coming into court that morning he had been spoken to | 
by the defendant's wife in this case, hoping that he would deal leniently 
with her husband. Of course, such had not influenced him, but he wished 
to state publicly that it was exceedingly improper for any person to interfere 
with a magistrate in the performance of his public duties, 





Mltscellaneous News. 


THE EUROPEAN GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. ; 

The Extraordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this 
pm was held at the Offices, Frederick’s Place, Old Jewry, in the City of 
London, on Wednesday, the 17th inst.—Wittiam Wurre, Esq., in the 


chair, 
' 














The Srcrerary (Mr. H. M‘L. Backler) having read the notice con- | 
vening the meeting, the report of the directors, of which the following is | 
an abstract, was read :— 

Your directors have the pleasure to report that the general results of the com- | 
pany’s operations, so far as they can be ascertained at this period of the financial year, 
continue to bear evidence of steady improvement. i 

Amiens.—Increase of lights, 768. The factories of this city have recently been } } 
more actively employed than for a long time previously, and gas is again in demand | | 
for additional lights. Your directors have taken means to secure increased vigour 
in the management of this station, so as fully to develop its capabilities. ‘The small | | 
gasholder, recently telescoped, has been worked satisfactorily throughout the | | 
winter. A large stock of coke has been accumulated, and cannot at present be || 
disposed of, even at a reduction of price, owing to the mildness of the season, which 
has materially affected the market for this description of fuel, especially in provinces 
such as that of which this city forms a part, where peat is produced in large quan- | 
tities and native coal is readily obtained. | 

Boulogne-sur-Mer.—Increase of lights, 797. Great as was the progress made here | | 
last year, it may be asserted that a further adyance is being established, and if the 
sale of coke were not nearly suspended, owing principally to cheap English coal 
being brought into competition with it, this report would refer in terms of un- 
qualified satisfaction to the prospects of the station for the current year. The new 
gasholder was completed last autumn, and has already been found of great value, as 
regards a reduction of working expenses. 

Caen.—Increase of lights, 364. The lighting of this city will, probably, not 
increase very zapidly under ordinary circumstances; but an improvement of a 
marked character has lately taken place, with every prospect of a continuance. 

Havre and Ste, Adresse.—\ncrease of lights, 834. The International Maritime 
Exhibition held here during the summer months, attracted a great number of 
visitors, but does not appear to have added materially to the permanent prosperity 
of the place, and, if trade should not largely improve, it can hardly be expected that 
the increase in the earnings from this part of the company’s property will continue 
in the same proportion as heretofore. e } 

Nantes and Suburban Districts.—Increase of lights, 1728. This station—for 
some time the most prosperous of the company’s establishments—has not, during the 
past year, quite maintained its high position. The trade of the city has suffered 
severely, and there are at present but few signs of improvement. The overflowing 
of the Loire, which caused the lower districts on its borders to remain for some time 
under water, has had a prejudicial effect on the working, and has occasioned some 
damage to the mains, but there is reason to believe that this may be repaired at a 
moderate expense, The municipality has rigorously enforced the terms of the 
concession, by obliging the company to lay mains on an extensive scale in various 
streets where no shop lighting can be immediately obtained, and where, conse- 
quently, gas is used for public lights only, which are supplied at less than cost 
price, according to the continental custom, when exclusive privileges are obtained ; 
the company’s officers are, however, using great exertions to extend the consump- 
tion in private dwellings, and the measure of success which has hitherto attended 
their endeavours may encourage the hope that a bright future is yet in store for this 
station. The large gasholder, telescoped last year is now in action. 

Rouen, Sotteville, and Suburban Districts.—Increase of lights, 749, Business 
has become more active here, and many cotton-mills have again required a large 
supply of gas. It may reasonably be anticipated that this favourable change will 
suffer no serious interruption, and that the company will, at length, reap the benefit 
of improvements and extensions which have rendered this establishwent equal to 
the manufacture of a much larger quantity of gas than it has hitherto been required 
to provide. 4 R 

Summary.—Increase of lights, 5240. Although the trade of France still remains 
depressed, it will be seen that special cases of improvement have occurred in the 
company’s affairs. A general and permanent revival appears near at hand, and your 
directors anticipate that, whenever it shall take place, an impetus will be given to 
the consumption of gas which will materially add to the prosperity of the company. 

A considerable reduction must be expected in the value of coke, but, on the other 
hand, it is certain that the price of coals and cost of freight will prove even lower 
than has been the case during the past year. . . 

The works are all in excellent order, and, with little exception, contain ample 
provision for a large extension of business ; the outlay for some years may, therefore, 
be confined within narrow limits. . 

Since the last meeting two of the founders of this undertaking have passed away. 
Mr. Sheffield Neave had served the company during 34 years, as a director and 
chairman, and had earnestly and unweariedly devoted his energies to the promotion 
of its welfare. Notwithstanding that failing health had prevented him, of late, from 
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taking the same active part in its affairs which in former Paco he evidently found a 
pleasure in doing, he attended the board meetings to the last, and your directors 
will ever remember, with feelings of attachment and regard, the strong desire he 
manifested at all times to give them the benefit of his long experience. 

In Mr. George Lowe the company have lost an able officer, who had also been 
connected with it from its origin, first as a director, an bseq ly as consulting 
engiveer. The lively interest he took in the efficient working of the stations was 
evinced by active exertions in this country and in France whenever the occasion 
arose; increasing weakness had, however, prevented him, for several years past, 
from continuing his valuable services. 

The board have elected Mr. William White as chairman, and have filled up the 
vacancy in the direction by nominating thereto Mr. John Fisher, one of the largest 
shareholders, a gentleman in every way qualified for the position, and more espe- 
cially so by previous experience in the management of gas-works in France. This 
app intment will be proposed for confirmation at the present meeting. 

The usual interim dividend of 4 per cent, has been paid by warrants forwarded to 
the shareholders on the 30th of January last. ~ 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, in order to enable me to say a few words to 
you, I will formally move—‘*That the report just read be received and 
adopted.’’ This report gives you a thorough summary of all our proceed- 
ings during the past six months, and though it is not quite unchequered, still 
I think the brightness predominates. The weather has been so warm and 
mild this winter, that we have had great difficulty in disposing of our coke; 
we have not been able to sell it so readily as we expected, nor have we been 
able to realize the price which we had previously obtained. But on the 
other hand, as the report states to you, the cost of coal has been very much 
less, and therefore we shall be recouped the loss we have sustained upon our 
coke during the half year. As far as the prospects of the company are con- 
cerned, I think it must be evident to all your minds that ey are on the 
move for the better, particularly in France, and that we may look forward 
to very satisfactory results. Of course, if trade increase in France, we 
shall naturally expect to find an increase in the consumption of gas, and 
thus we shall participate in the benefits arising from the improvement of 
commerce. And it is gratifying to know that, owing to the great out- 
lay which we made in former years, we are prepared to do a very much 
larger business than we are now doing, without the necessity for a very 
great increase of capital. We are using every possible means in our power 
! to force the consumption of gas at all the stations, and it will be satisfactory 
to you to hear that we do anticipate a considerable augmentation to our 
business in the coming year. At the same time we are very particular in 
abstaining from entering into new contracts of any description, notwith- 
standing that we are continually having offers which appear most flat- 
tering when seen on paper. We think it is our best om as a board of 
directors, to let well alone. We are doing very well, an I think we are 
doing it to the satisfaction of every one connected with the company. With 
regard to other matters, we follow pretty nearly our own inspiration 
when they come under our cognizance; we are in no wise under the 
influence of engineers or contractors, nor are we mixed up with anything 
which could be the means of depreciating your property, but we take care, 
as reasonable, thoughtful men, to do the best for your interests. I consider 
that our prosperity is really a matter of congratulation, although we are far 
from being in the very fortunate position of the Paris Gas Company, who 
are paying something like 23 per cent., and are likely to do more. Still 
we are constantly improving, and I think must continue to realize large 

rofits as our business is developed. A vacancy having occurred at the 
| board of direction, through the death of Mr. Sheffield Neave, we sought 
amongst the shareholders for a gentleman who was not only possessed of a 
| consi erable stake in the company, but one who had ample time at his dis- 
posal, which he could devote to the affairs of the undertaking. We believe 
we have found such a person in our friend Mr. Fisher, who possesses both 
these qualifications. He was the largest shareholder available not already on 
the direction, and he has time and energy to give to the duties which devolve 
upon a member of the board. We therefore nominated him to the vacancy, 
and the confirmation of his appointment, as the report states, will come be- 
fore you to-day. Since we met last, death has made considerable inroad in 
the ranks of our old friends. Our highly respected and esteemed friend Mr. 
Neuve, who for so many years took a lively interest in the welfare of the 
company, has been taken from us; and also our friend Mr. George Lowe, 
who, though he had long been laid aside, was ever ready, even to the last, 
to give us the benefit of his advice on every emergency. There is only one 
other matter to which I need allude, and that is that we are under the 
necessity to leave these premises. The fact is, the lease has been bought 
over our heads, and we have been placed in the position of becoming emi- 
grants. We have, therefore, taken offices at No. 11, Austin Friars, where 
we have made the best arrangements in our power, with a due regard to 
economy, for the convenience of the business of the company, 

Mr. Fawcett seconded the motion for the adoption of the report. 

A Proprietor said it had always occurred to him that there was a little 
unnecessary delay in the payment of the dividends in this company. The 
Imperial Continental Gas Association, which supplied sixteen towns, paid 
their dividends earlier. 

Another Proprieror remarked that both companies paid their dividends 
regularly every six months, and any alteration in the time of doing so could 
only affect the first payment after the change. 

he CHarrMaN said he thought it was one of the benefits of this company 
that, during the twenty-one years that he had been a director, there had 
never been a year in which the dividends were not paid on the Ist of 
February and the Ist of August. 

The SecrETARY said there was a reason for the delay. The accounts 
were made up to the 3lst of March, and after the returns were received in 
London he had to go round and visit each station, and go through the 
vouchers with the accountants to ascertain that everything was correct. 

Mr. Bappr ky said though the report just read purported to be asummary 
of the operations of the company to the present time, and in some respects 
was not so satisfactory as they could wish, it was caused by influences—atmo- 
spheric influences he might call them—over which the directors could have 
no control. No doubt, whether a company was carrying on business in 
England or on the Continent, the value of their coke must materially depend 
upon the state of the weather at that period of the year when the make was 
largest. But, if this company had derived a benefit from the reduced 

rice of coal employed in the manufacture of gas, that might counter- 

lance the reduction which the recent mild season had produced on the 
price obtained for coke. With regard to the present state of the company 
and the increase of lighting, it appeared to him that they had a very bright 
future before them, and though the shareholders might be satisfied at present 
with the dividends they were receiving, he felt assured that future dividends 
would be larger than they had been. As to the state of the works, he was 
happy to acknowledge the courtesy and kindness which he received from the 
chairman and secretary. When visiting France last autumn, he had the 
pleasure to meet those gentlemen accidentally at Boulogne, and to go over 
the company’s station in that town. From the inspection he had thus the 

















| opportunity of making, he felt sure that they might confidently challenge 


the criticism of any person acquainted with gas-works to find the least fault 


with them. Every one must — that gas companies were now suffering 
from the state of the weather. Under the able management, however, of the 
board of directors and their staff of officers, he had no fear that the share- 
holders of this company would suffer any loss; and with regard to the 
residual products, he had no doubt the board thought it well to hold back the 
sale until such time as they could realize remunerative prices. There was 
one thing to which he might just allude, as a matter of deep regret to all the 
shareholders, and that was the death of Mr. Neave, who was for so many 
years associated with the company. He reciprocated every word which was 
spoken by the chairman and in the report respecting that gentleman, and 
he felt that it was a consolation to know that, though the sun had set in the 
death of Mr. Neave, no night would ensue to the company from the appoint- 
ment of his successor to the chairmanship of the board. He (Mr. 1) 
would not detain the shareholders with any remarks upon the report itself, 
but he might remind them that though in the notice convening the meeting 
there was an appendix with reference to the proposed increase of remunera- 
tion to the directors, there was nothing said on the subject in the report 
itself. He believed the gentleman who gave notice to bring the question 


forward on this occasion was dead, and, under those circumstances, it was com- | | 


petent for another shareholder to take it up and recommend its adoption. 
Although it would be out of order at that particular moment to submit a 
proposal of the sort, he wished it to be known, before any shareholder left 
the room, that before the close of the proceedings he should move the 
following resolution :—‘‘ That from and after the 3lst of March next, the sum 
of £1200 per annum be the remuneration of the board of directors of this 
company.”’ He had thought it expedient to make it take effect from the 31st 
of March next, as that was the close of the financial year, and if it were made 
applicable to the current year, some questions might arise which it would be 
well to avoid. 

Mr. Huaers thought the proposition intended to be made by Mr. Bad- 
deley would be out of order. The present was an interim meeting, and the 
shareholders had no accounts before them, and in that state of things it was | 
not = to vote away asum of money. He suggested, therefore, that 
it would be better to allow the matter to stand in abeyance until the next 
meeting of the company. 

The CuarrMan said the only question before the meeting was the recep- 
tion of the report. 

Mr. Stokes congratulated the directors on being able to submit so satis- 
factory a report. fh 


nothing could present a more healthy appearance than the present position 
of the affairs of the company. He looked upon these results us being 
pm | due to the careful management of the directors, and he felt quite 
sure they would receive the hearty thanks of the shareholders, 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved—“ That the appointment made by the board of 
John Fisher, Esq., to fill the vacancy in the board of direction, occasioned 
by the death of Sheffield Neave, Esq., be and is hereby confirmed.” 

Mr. Huaerss said he had great pleasure in seconding the motion. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. BADDELEyY then submitted the motion he had already read, and said 
he thought the objection urged against its being brought forward at the 
present time did not possess much weight, because the motion had nothing 
whatever to do with the financial statements to be made next July, to which 
period Mr. Huggins desired to postpone the question. The proposal should 
stand on its own merits, and as the shareholders had had ample proof of the 
manner in which the directors performed their duties, no eulogium upon 
them was needed from him to commend it to their acceptance. There was 
no irregularity in bringing the question forward at this meeting, as formal 
notice was given last July that such a resolution would be submitted. The 
shareholders were in the position of sleeping partners in a concern which 


was very ably managed, and considering the amount of labour and care |} 


which the acting partners bestowed upor the affairs of the company, he was 
sure they would all feel that these gentlemen ought to be adequately remu- 
nerated. He hoped, therefore, that his motion would be duly seconded, and 
carried unanimously. 
Mr. Lewis seconded the motion, cordially agreeing in all that had fallen 
from the mover as to the value of the services rendered by the directors. 
He submitted that it was really not a matter of finance at all; they knew 
sufficient of the state of the accounts to be sure that the undertaking was in 
a prosperous state, and, as due notice had been given last J~ ; that the 
question would be submitted to this meeting for consideration, :- was per- 
fectly in order. 
Mr. Huecrns repeated his remarks about the propriety of postponing the 
matter till the next meeting, and said that if the motion was persisted in 
he should move an amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN said this was a shareholders question entirely. Nothing 
was said about it in the report, and he purposely avoided a reference to it 
in his opening remarks. 
A SHAREHOLDER said he thought many ear ay present were unprepared 
to vote at that time, and therefore it would be better to adopt Mr. Huggins’s 
suggestion. 
he CHarRMAN said he had already remarked that it was entirely a share- 
holders question, and, of course, whatever was done in the matter must be 
done by them. Whether the shareholders thought the directors were or 
were not entitled to additional remuneration it was for them to decide, but 
the board could not submit to have an amendment proposed on the subject. 
Mr. Hucorns wished it to be clearly understood that he expressed no 
opinion whatever on the propriety or otherwise of the motion itself; but he 
took a strong objection to the time at which it was brought forward. 
The CHarrMAN said at the last meeting Mr. Phillips proposed a similar 
motion, and an objection being then taken that no notice fad been given, it 
was withdrawn, and a notice was put upon the paper to bring it forward 
at this meeting. The question was, therefore, quite in order, but if Mr. 
Baddeley would withdraw his motion the board would be quite satisfied with 
gg 
r. BADDELEY said, after such an intimation from the chair, he had no 
hesitation in withdrawing the motion, and he would give notice to bring it 
forward at the next meeting of shareholders. 
A cordial vote of thanks was then given to the directors for their services. 
The CHAIRMAN said the directors felt greatly obliged to the shareholders 
for this expression of their approval. They relied upon having the con- 
fidence of those whose interests they had in charge, and he could unfeignedl 
say that there was no matter, however great or small, affecting the well- 
being of the company, which he and his colleagues were not at all times 
ready to attend to. They placed their time and whatever of ability and 
energy they possessed to the use of the company, and they believed that, so 








long as this was done, the present prosperity of the company would continue. 
r. Hucerns hoped that before leaving the room the shareholders would 


n every station there appeared to have been an increase, }; 
or there was the prospect of a speedy increase of business, and he thought |‘ 
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record their hearty thanks to the gentkeman who filled the important office of | 
secretary and manager to the com . He had recently had a long conversa- 
tion with Mr. Backler,who had furnished bim with an amount of information 
respecting their affairs which had extremely gratified him, because it 
showed the great care and constant attention paid by the secretary to the 
interests of the shareholders. He (Mr. Huggins) had previously no idea of 
the extent and character of Mr. Backler’s services; but, from what he had 
learned, he felt sure that the success of the company was in a great measure | 
due to him. He was the executive officer of the company, and it appeared 
that for about three months of every year he was absent from this country, 
conducting a close supervision of the various stations. The least the share- 
holders could do was to express their great confidence in him by a vote of 
thanks. 

The motion having been seconded, 

The CHATRMAN said he most heartily concurred in the observations made 
respecting the secretary, for he believed that a more efficient officer it was 
|impossible for a company to possess. He thought they were extremely 
fortunate in having found a gentleman who could discharge the duties as 
they had been discharged, and he had much pleasure in submitting the 
resolution to the meeting. 

The vote was unanimously agreed to. , 

Mr. BACKER, in returning thanks, said he was very much gratified by 
the compliment which had been paid to him, and for the handsome terms in 
which his services had been spoken of. He might truly say that he did 
devote the whole of his energies, such as they were, to promoting the 
prosperity of the undertaking; and it was one of the greatest gratifica- 
tions of his life to see that it was thought they had been attended with 
success. He trusted that he might have health and strength for many 
years to attend to the company’s interests, and that he might be permitted 
to see it attain as high a state of prosperity as that which the Paris Com- 
pany had long enjoyed. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





CITY OF MOSCOW GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, London, on Friday, Feb. 19 
—J. 8. Goprrey, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Wiss) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, 

‘The CHAIRMAN said: Gentlemen, the circular which we have issued, and 
which you have all received, I think will explain sufficiently the cireum- 
stances under which it has become necessary to alter the proposition con- 
tained in our report presented on the 3rd of December, as to raising funds 
to extricate the company from its embarrassment. You wili remember that 
we then proposed to raise further capital, by the issue of preference shares ; 
but we have been advised, as the circular informs you, by counsel, that if 
we did so we should not be at liberty to apply any revenues, except those 
only arising from the profits of the sale of gas, to the payment of the divi- 
dends on such shares. But, i h as we proposed, during the first three 
years, to supplement those profits by the moneys to arise from the sale of 
surplus fittings and coal, it became necessary to alter the scheme, and to 
substitute for preference shares the issue of mortgage bonds, the interest on 
which can be paid out of any of the assets of the company, from whatever 
source they may arise. The advantage of the issue of ae by the scheme 
we propose will be this, that a mortgage deed will be executed, by which the 
whole of the undertaking and assets of the company will be vested in 
trustees to secure the principal and interest money due upon the bonds so 
created. The sum which we ask for authority to raise in this manner. will 
| be limited to £530,000, that being the amount required, as stated in 
|our former report, and which we consider necessary to discharge all our lia- 
bilities, and to provide funds for earrying on the operations of the company. 
In this scheme we have not Jost sight of the interests of the existing 
bondholders. If you look at the figures in the last report, you will find 
that the £530,000 which we proposed to raise included the sum necessary 
to pay off £91,800 of existing debentures. So that if we raise £530,000 we 
shall actually have the cash in hand to pay the holders of those securities, 
and therefore, in such an event, they cannot be prejudiced. The deed, 
moreover, will provide that if the subscriptions should be so large that 
there cau be no doubt whatever as to the necessary funds being raised, and 
it should be perfectly safe to allow the existing bondholders to continue at 
present unpaid, inasmuch as it might not be possible to induce them all to 
ome in and accept their money, that in the meantime, and until they are 
paid off, they shall come in pari passu with the new bondholders, So you 
see that in any event the position of the existing bondholders will not be 
prejudiced, but, on the contrary, will be improved. I forbear to say what I 
think is the existing security of those bondholders, because my opinion 
might not agree with the opinion of some gentlemen present. It is sufficient 
to say that we recognize their position, and their right to rank equally with 
any security we propose to issue. We have stated to you, in the circular, 
that we do not intend to make any allotment unless the subscription shall be 
sufficient to provide for paying off the International Society, and relieving 
the company from its embarrassment. We have had communications with 
some gentlemen who seem to think that the terms we offer—viz., 5 per cent. 
for the first four years—are not very attractive. But it appears to me—and 
I think it must do'so to the shareholders, for it is to them we must address 
ourselves, and to them we must look if we are to have any assistance at 
all—that it would be wrong for us to put forward any scheme, and to offer 
any rate of interest which we do not see our way to meet. We thought it 
much better to limit the interest to 5 per cent. for the first four years, and 
then to increase it to 8 per cent.; and I may say that we feel very 
confident that the average earnings of the company during the four years, 
if the business be developed as we hope it will be, will be sufficient to pay 
that interest, and leave something to be divided among the shareholders. 
After the four years, we calculate that we shall be in a position to pay 
the 8 per cent. upon those debentures, in addition to providing a sinking- 
fund and a peledly increasing dividend. We believe that, if the share- 
holders take up these debentures, they will have a perfectly good 
security for the money advanced. But they must not only look upon 
it in that light—they must look upon the effect which it will have upon 
their shares, the value of which there is no doubt must thereby be very 
much increased. 1 observe from the newspapers that, since there has been 
some action on the part of the shareholders, there has been a rise in the 
market value of the shares. How much more will this be the case if this 
scheme is entertained. I have no doubt that, if the scheme is carried out, 
the shares will be a good investment at, perhaps, double their present price ; 
and, therefore, the shareholders, in taking up the bonds, must look not only 
at the interest they will realize, but at the benefit to be derived by the 
increased value of their shares; whereas, if the money be not raised, I am 
afraid we must regard the entire share capital as utterly lost. The circular 











to the shareholders a few days since has procured some subscriptions to the 

oposed issue of mortgage bonds, and we have received very courteous 
Fetters from many sh ders; but I ot sit down without ting 
against some letters we have receivcd from country shareholders. It appears; 
that we are in this unfortunate position—that those who went before us in 
the direction have eaten sour grapes, and our teeth are to be set on edge. 
Some shareholders appear determined to ignore the entire reconstruction of 
the board which has taken place. I think it my duty, on behalf of myself 
and my colleagues, to disclaim any responsibility for the present unfortunate 
condition of the company. The company was formed in April, 1865; the 
oldest members of the present board were appointed in 1867—not one of 
them was an original director. Three of us—two of whom, including my- 
self, had previously been at work for two months on the committee of 
consultation—were elected by the shareholders in general meeting on the 
15th of May, 1868. For nearly twelve months we have laboured hard—I 
may say almost night and day—in the interest of the company; and, on 
behalf ‘of my colleagues, I hope I may be excused for saying that I do not’ 
believe any board of directors in London have brought more seal, more! 
intelligence, or more industry to bear on the concerns of a company 
than they have done, and I am happy to say the position of the com- 
pany has very much improved. If, under these cireumstances, we do 
not obtain the support and confidence of the shareholders, I must say that I 
do not ‘think you will have confidence in any board of directors, amd the 
sooner you bring this company to a close by liquidation the better. L, for 
one, will decline to sit at any board unless I have the confidence of those| | 
for whom I am labouring. I may add that, during the twelve months we 
have been at work here, we have not received one shilling in the shape of 
remuneration. Ido not mean to say that we disclaim or do not imtend to 
claim any remuneration, because I think we are honestly and fairly entitled 
to it; but we have not hitherto received it, and have not claimed it, because 
we are not willing to increase the amount on which the ss has a 
heavy rate of interest to pay. I will now propose the resolutions of which 
notice has been given, after which the solicitor will, if required, explain the 
effect of them :— 

1, That this meeting do authorize and request the directors to borrow, under the 
powers conferred by the 44th of the Articles of Association of the company, from 
such persons as may be willing to advance the same, any sum or sums of money, 
not exceeding in the whole, including the principal money for the time being unpaid 
on the subsisting debenture bond of the company, and now amounting to £91,800, 
£530,000 on the mortgage debentures of the company, to be issued on the terms and 
conditions, and in the form and manner mentioned or referred to in the next follow- 
ing resolution, and so that the repayment of the principal money mentioned in the 
said mortgage debentures, with the interest thereon, together with principal and 
interest unpaid on the said subsisting debenture bonds of the company, be secured 
by a mortgage of the concession and undertaking of the company, and of the com- 
pany’s present and future stock of coal at Moscow and St. Petersburg, and present 
and future stock of gas-meters, fittings, and other like articles at Moscow, to three 
or more shareholders in the company, to be named and chosen by the board of 
directors, as trustees for the time being of the said mortgage debenture-holders, and 
to be styled the mortgage debenture trustees. 

2. That the terms and conditions on which the said mortgage debentures shall be 
issued shall be as follows—viz., each debenture shall be under the seal of the com- 
pany, and shall be issued in respect of the advance, either of £100 or of £50, at the 
discretion of the directors, with liberty to the said directors to receive either present 
payment in full of the said advance or any for each of such debentures, or to agree 
to receive payment thereof by three instalments for some or all of such mortgage 
bonds, one-third on allotment or issue, and the balance by two equal payments at 
the expiration of three and six calendar months thereafter; subject to forfeiture in 
case of non-payment of either of the second or third instalment, and that all such 
bonds so issued shall bear interest on the principal moneys for the time being paid 
up thereon, after the rate for the first four years of £5 per cent. per annum, and 
afterwards at £8 per cent. a annum, and that the principal due on such bonds) 
respectively shall be payable and be paid off in accordance with annual drawings, / 
commencing in the year 1875, and extending over the period of 30 years then next, | 
by payments at the rate of £115 for every £100 of such principal (that is to say, by||, 
repayment of such paid-up principal, with a bonus or premium thereon of £15 for 
every £100 thereof), or after that rate, and that im the event of the concession being 
purchased by the municipality of Moscow under the power reserved to them for that| 
purpose by the pany’s ion, then the whole of the said debentures then} 
outstanding shal! become due and be paid off, with the same aforesaid bonus or pre-| 
mium, out of the purchase-money to be paid by the municipality for the said con-| 
cession, and shall be a first charge on the same; and that the draft deed of mort- 
gage, and form of mortgage debenture for effecting the af id purposes, having) 
been now laid before the meeting, the same respectively are hereby approved, and | 
the directors are authorized to cause the said deed to be engrossed and executed if| 
they, in their judgment, are of opinion that the subscriptions to the said mortgage! 
bonds are sufficient to justify their issue. 


Mr. W. B. Hawxurns seconded the motion. 

Mr. Swinton: Entirely concurring in the eulogium of the board which 
the chairman has just made, I think I shall be doing a service to all the 
shareholders, present as well as absent from this and the previous meeting, 
if I ask a few questions which will enable the chairman to give us some 
further information on many important points. And the remarks which I 
shall make will not contain any blame either upon the present board of 
directors or those who preceded them. The last time I was here, which was 
in July, 1868, after the report of the Consultation Committee had been made, 
it was stated that no examination of the past accounts had been made, but, as 
I understood, was to be made. We have not received from the present 
directors any expression of their opinion as to how the money previously to 
their election had been spent. There are many items which appear very 
large, and many subjects which have remained unexplained. I speak under 
correction from the report of what fell from the chairman at the last meeting, 
in December ; but having readsthat report, it seems to me that some further 
explanations are yet required. It is very necessary to establish the confi- 
dence of the shareholders, and the only way to do so is to show that there 
has been a thorough investigation into the accounts, and that steps have been| 
taken to adjust those accounts, to retrench them, and to realize any sums} 
which have been wrongly paid. The first item to which I refer is this: it 
appears that during eighteen months the former directors drew £7000 as their 
salary out of the capital of the company, calling that assets. Now, surely, 
neither in equity nor in law can salaries be paid out of capital. A most 
absurd remark was made to me on this subject by a person who said the) 
directors must, like the secretary and the other officials, be paid their fees. 
It is not the payment of their fees which is in question, but the taking of 
£7000 out of the capital of the company for that purpose, there being no 
assets. The fact of the interest paid to the shareholders at the first being 
taken from eapital presents no analogy to such a proceedure. I should 
like to know whether they have been asked to refund that amount, With 
regard to the contracts, the chairman on the last occasion explained that 
matter, and therefore I need not go into that; but it appears that there 
was a sum of about £8800 in Decem*er last due from Mr. York. I should 
like to know whether it has been paid. Then with reference to the re- 
marks as to the claims against one of the sub-contractors, it was stated 
that a sum of £3000 had been retained by the directors to cover the 
defects. 1 should like to know what has been the expense in making 
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good those defects, and if the £3000 has been confiscated or not. With 
regard to the debenture-holders, I should like to know how much of the 
1,800 worth of existing debentures is in the hands of the contractors. 
Another question which bas been discussed here is the prior claim of the 
debenture-holders over the claim of the International Financial Association. 
I do not know whether any poets « has been come to with reference 
to it. As to the value of our property, I believe it is estimated to be about 
£600,000. In the event of the shareholders not coming forward in support 
of the scheme of the directors, is it impossible to raise a certain amount on 
*| mortgage at a lower rate of interest? 1 should also like to know, in refer- 
‘lence to the £334,484 which at present is owing under the head of ‘‘ Sundry 
creditors ’’—the greater part of which, I believe, is due to the International 
Financial Society, after deducting £63,000, which I understand was the 
amount lent by Messrs. Gibbs—whether they have refused to continue the 
mortgage in the event of our being unable in a short time to collect a suffi- 
cient sum to go on with. In the report of the directors they say that both 
the theatres at Moscow have now been lighted with the company’s gas. 
should like to know whether there is any profit, after payment of the 
expenses, arising from our sale of gas at ss: I do not mean whether 
it is estimated that there will be a profit, but whether any has been actuall 
realized. Then, again, I ask whether the estimate of the value of the pes I 
in store, which in December last was a very low sum, has been exceeded or 
decreased upon further calculation. With regard to the low state of our 
shares, I do not think the market value of them has to do with it at all. If 
you can establish the confidence of the sbareholders, and show that every- 
thing has been tried to remedy what has been previously rashly done, the 
shareholders will be more ready to come forward with their help. I do not 

think the shareholders throw any blame upon the present directors, and I 
am sorry the chairman should think they do. I think if the chairman 
would give us the information for which I have asked it would greatly 
facilitate the raising of the sum of money they require. 

A Proprietor: I should like to ask whether any of those who consti- 
tuted the late board of direction have come forward and offered to take any 
of the bonds, 

Mr. Perri: The question I am about to ask may seem unnecessary, but 
I should like to know whether the board have power to issue these new 
debentures without the consent of the old debenture-holders. I presume 
they have; but I should like it to be so stated. I should also like to know 
whether the board have arrived at any conclusion in their own minds as to 
what would be a sufficient sum to be subscribed for, assuming that the whole 
of the £530,000 could not be taken up. You will see the bearing of that ques- 
||tion when I say that if a less sum than should turn out to be necessary 

were subscribed, and the gy age igen continue to exist and carry on its 
operations, and if hereafter, the claims upon the company not being satisfied, 
another call should be made, it would then press more heavily upon those 
|who have subscribed their money, because, having a still further stake in 
|the concern, they would be compelled to make up any deficiency that might 
jexist. I think, therefore, it would be satisfactory to know from the board 
| whether it is their opinion that the whole of the £530,000 must absolutely 
|be subscribed to enable the company to continue its operations, or what is 
ithe sum that would free the company from its liabilities, and enable it to be 
‘conducted in an efficient manner, and render it morally certain that no 
' further call would be made upon the shareholders. 
| A Proprietor: May I ask what have become of the claims at Moscow, 
; which were referred to as being in course of being operated upon by the 
\directors at the last meeting ? 
| Mr. Rowsexz: I hope the shareholder who first spoke will not think it 
‘disrespectful on my part if I say that I hope we are not going over all the 
|old ground again. No doubt the shareholders in this company have serious 
/ grievances to complain of, but these have been discussed again and again. 
|The accusations against the old directors have been urged, I think, as far as 
\they could be, and it is not possible for us now to arrive at any better con- 
jclusion than we have already done with regard to the truth or falsehood of 
'the statements made to us. There seems to me to be a very strong claim 
‘upon the promoters of this company to assist in getting it out of its difficul- 
jties. There is no doubt that if the company falls through it will be such a 
\remarkable case—such an unprecedented case—of loss with regard to gas 
|property, that a great deal of comment—very disagreeable comment—will be 
Neale as to the causes of the failure; and therefore the promoters of it, 
those who made money out of it (for, generally speaking, promoters make 

money out of companies, if no one else does)—those who had a hand in its 
inception—ought to see it to be their —- endeavour to rescue the com- 
pany out of its present disastrous and dangerous condition. With regard 
|to the resolutions before the meeting, there hardly seems any question as to 
\\the policy they recommend. On the one hand, if the money is not raised, 
| ‘the property of the company is literally and absolutely gone ; on the other 

a Pa large proportion of the money be raised, there is every reason to 
|hope that after a certain interval some return will be realized upon the old 
\capital, and ultimately, I suppose, that old capital will be restored. There 

is one remark I want to make, and that is about the payment of the instal- 
jments on the debentures. It appears to me that as proposed it will fall so 
;heavily upon the small shareholders that there will be a difficulty in their 
|meeting the payments. I think if you could so arrange it as not to call up 
more than one-third of the amount at once, and the remaining two-thirds 
iat intervals of three and six months, very likely the amount subscribed 
, would be very much 5 than you could otherwise expect it to be. With 
‘regard to liquidation, I have already said I believe if that is necessitated our 
|property will be utterly gone. am myself at present liquidator to a 
\foreign company, which, up to a certain point, affords a parallel. In that 
jease the capital subscribed was altogether insufficient; difficulties arose, 
jcreditors became clamorous, and at last the works had to be sold. They 
|; were sold for half their cost, and I have inquired from time to time of the 
| |persons who now hold them, and I have learnt that since they got possession 
| |of them they have obtained an alteration in the concession, and having put 
j|.\he works in order they are doing well, and have every prospect of doing 
‘better in the future, Are you prepared to come to a conclusion to-day 
; that that shall be the fate of this company? If this money, or the greater 
| portion of it, is not forthcoming with but slight delay, the property must be 
j\sold, and the whole of your capital will be gone. On the other hand, 
j.although there may be a variety of difficulties in the way, if the money is 
| subscribed those difficulties will be removed, and though it may be some 
} time before you get a material return upon the old capital, that return will 
j come, and you will have abundant reason to congratulate yourselves for any 
{trouble to which you may have been put in the past. 

Mr. Swinton: The gentleman who has just spoken said the questions 
relating to the old directors had been settled. I have never heard so before. 
I'he matter was only brought under notice by me in June, and since then I 
do not know that the directors have been asked to give back the £7000. I 
do think, as I said before, that if the chairman would tell us whether the 
! present board of directors have investigated the past accounts, and endea- 
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voured to recover some of the money which was extravagantly got rid of, it 
would tend very much to establish confidence and induce the shareholders 
to come forward. We do not want to discuss the question of liquidation, 
we only want information to justify our confidence for the future. 


The Cuarrman: I will now proceed to answer the questions which have | | 
been put to me. I may inform the honourable proprietor who last addressed | | 


us, that the board have sought to get back any moneys which they conceived 


they could claim. The result has been that we have recovered a very large | | 
pape of the £62,000, which you heard a great deal about some time ago, | | 
an 


which the shareholders very justly considered had been misapplied. 
Our endeavours, as we told you before, resulted in a compromise which 
seemed to us very favourable to the company. The late directors have not 
been asked to refund the £7000 they received, and I think it very doubtful 
whether we are entitled to claim it. Questions might arise on the Articles 


of Association, which provide that the directors should, from the Ist of|! 
before the commencement of the operations of the company, be|, 


Janua 
entitled to certain fees. 

A Proprietor: Out of profits? 

The Cuatrman: No; “out of income.’’ There could have been no 
income during the first operations of the company ; none before the com- 
pany was formed, If it is to be read in that manner, it must have contem- 
plated an income before the company was in operation, and before it was 
actually registered. I think it would be fairly contended that the words, 
“out of income,”’ must be struck out as being inapplicable to the time 
before the ee was in operation. It could hardly be expected that the 
directors would give their services gratuitously for two years while the 
works were in course of erection. 

Mr. Peitu: The interest to the shareholders was paid out of the same 
source, 
Mr. Marten: I think it was to be paid out of income if there was an 
income, but if there was none the shareholders would have to refund. The 


directors may have fairly taken their fees, but I think under the implied || 


understanding that if there was no income they would refund them. 
The CHarrMaAn: You mean no income at a future period. 


Mr. Marten: Within a reasonable period; but the question is, if the 


pepe — in liquidation now, whether they might not be called upon 
to refund, 

Mr. Drake: I am afraid that argument would also apply to the money 
received by the shareholders as interest out of the capital. 

Mr. Swinton: I do not think there is any ana ogy between the two 
cases, because in the prospectus there was a statement that the shareholders 
were to have 7 per cent., but there was no intimation that the directors 
were to receive any money. Besides that, the remuneration for eighteen 
months does not amount to £7000. 

The CHAIRMAN : I am not here to justify it. I think it was unreason- 


able that the directors should receive remuneration for three or four months | | 


before the ——. was formed. 

Mr. Swinton: I think if they had been applied to they would have 
refunded it, as was done in the case of the Credit Foncier. 

The CuarkMAN : That was a different case; it was a commission on profits 
which were assumed, but were not eventually realized. Mr. Swinton has 
asked a question about Mr. York. Mr. York has repaid everything to the 
om that we could claim from him. 

r. WEBB: £9320 was repaid by Mr. York in debentures of the company. 

The CuarrMan: I was asked whether the £3000 retention-money held 


against the contractor in Moscow had been confiscated. That is still an|| 


open question. We have done certain works which we contend the con- 


tractor is liable for, and we retain the £3000, which is a portion of the| | 


contract-money, as security against him. As to the legal position of the 
debenture-holders, I do not think it necessary or advisable to discuss that 


question, because we are now met for the purpose of considering a scheme | | 


which will have the effect of getting rid of the International Financial 
Society, and of placing the old debenture-holders precisely on the same 
footing as the new. I do not, therefore, think it desirable to open a dis- 


cussion which may stir up strife and questions of legal nicety ; we hope to | | 


get rid of the difficulty altogether. 

Mr. Marten: What is the amount due to the International ? 

The CuarnMan: Something over £250, A question was asked as to 
the amount of interest we pay. We are now standing at 12 per cent. An- 
other question was whether the International were disposed to continue 
their mortgage if we do not find the money. That is a question we are not 
prepared to answer. The International Society, as men of business, say : 
** Pay us the money, and we shall be prepared to treat with you; but we 
cannot tell you what we shall do if you do not;” and I think it is not 
reasonable to ask them. One thing is perfectly certain, however, that, 
supposing they allow their mortgage to go on at 12 per cent., we must look 
at the enormous amount which is massing up against us, and which we shall 
have to pay at some future time. I was also asked as to the amount due to 
Messrs. Gibbs and Son. It is something over £80,000. I may mention 
that Messrs. Gibbs have put their names on the list of subscribers to the 
new debentures to the amount of £62,000, and they have also intimated to 
us that, if the. shareholders come forward so as to afford a certainty of this 

lan being carried out, this sum might be increased to the amount of our 
indebtedness to them. Another gentleman asked what is the least amount 
we expect we should be able to do with in order to get out of our dif- 
ficulties. I do not know that we can alter the estimate we have formed of 
£530,000. But, if it is remembered that in that sum the present debentures 
are provided for—viz., £91,800—and if we assume that Teen: Gibbs and 
Co. accept £80,000 in debentures in lieu of their debt, that would leave 
about £360,000 to be actually raised in cash. With regard to the time for 
payment and the amount of the instalments, I think we might say that 
one-third should be paid on allotment and the other two-thirds in three and 
six months ag ye 

Mr. PzrtL: But should you have to be paying 12 per cent. interest 
during the whole of that time ? 

The Cuarrman: No. There is no agreement on the subject, but it is 
understood between us and the International that, on our paying them a con- 
siderable part of the amount due to them, and on their being satisfied as to 
the remainder being ultimately provided, the rate of interest shall be re- 
duced to the rate we now pay on the debentures—viz., 8 per cent. They 
may even, if we pay them a large portion of their debt, become more liberal. 

Mr. Swinton: You have not yet answered the inquiry as to how many of 
our debentures are held by contractors. 

The CuarrMan: It is impossible to say, because the debentures are 
payable to bearer, and are transferable from hand to hand; but the whole of 
the outstanding debentures are included in the £91,800. 

A Prorrietor: Are there any very large holders, say of £10,000, £20,¢00. 
or £30,000 ? 

The CuarnMan: I am not prepared to answer the question, because the 
coupons come to us through the ankers, and we do not know whose they 
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are. We know that considerable sums were paid to one of the sub-contractors 
abroad, and also to Mr. York, in these debentures, but we do not know 
whether these gentlemen are still the holders. 

Mr. Wexs: On receiving £9320 in debentures from one of the sub-con- 
tractors, I know, as a fact, that he was possessed of a large number of de- 
bentures still remaining. 

The CuarrMAN: Under these circumstances it is exceedingly probable 
that many will come in for exchange. I was asked as to the value of the 
coals. In our report in December last we estimated the stock at St. 
Petersburg at . Lam happy to tell you that the anticipations I then 
held out have been realized. e coal does not appear to be depreciated to 
anything like the extent that was estimated, and I think we might fairly 
put the value at its original cost as an asset, for it appears to be yielding 
very nearly as much gas as new coal; so that, instead of taking it at £9000, 
it may be taken at about £20,000. As to the question whether the late board 
have come forward to subscribe to the new debentures, I may say that one 
member of that board, Sir Emerson Tennent, has subscribed to the extent 
of £1500, which he proposes to pay in the existing bonds of the company. 
As to whether there is any margin of profit upon the present working, since 
we met last, as we have told you in the circular, the theatres have been 
lighted; we have 6500 lights there, and the total number of private lights, 
including the theatres, is 30,000. I think I may say that, at the present 
time, we are working at a profit, although it is impossible to say what it 
will be till our accounts are made up. 

A Proprietor: I should like to know in what way you propose to deal 
with the present debenture-holders. 

Re atnenel We propose to give them new debentures in place of 
the old, 

The Proprieror: You ask them to sacrifice 3 per cent. for four years. 

The CHarrMAN : You know that at present the bonds are not negotiable 
at 50 per cent. discount. If they get this security it will be worth £100, 
and I think such a bonus will sufficiently compensate them for loss of 
interest. 

A Proprietor : Is that understood by Messrs. Gibbs in making their 
liberal offer > 

Mr. Hawxtns: They do not hold debentures; theirs is a loan. 

Another Proprietor: As to the dispute at Moscow. It was stated at 
the last meeting that many claims had cropped up, and were in course of 
settlement or dispute by the directors. We have heard nothing about 
them to-day. : 

The CuatrMaN : I may mention that the amount of those claims—as- 
suming that they should be ultimately established—is provided for in the 
money we pro to raise, although the effect would, oe be to cripple 
us with regard to floating capital; but we hardly think it n to pro- 
vide for these claims, as we do not believe they can be sustained. I am 
sorry to say that they are still in course of litigation. 

Mr. Swinton : How many instalments will be due on the 8th of March 
from Messrs. Riedenger ? ' ‘ 

The Cuarnman: The arrangement with Messrs. Riedenger is one of 
those matters which are in dispute. We had entered into a contract with 
them, and it appears that, from some legal difficulty, that contract could 
not be carried out. We have not received any payment from them for gas- 
fittings; they have not purchased any, except those required for fitting up 
houses. After a certain time a balance was to be struck, and they were to 
pay by instalments for all fittings then on hand; but the period for that has 
not yet come. However, that part of the agreement will not be carried out; 
it will have to be modified, pod that is now the subject of negotiation. 

A Proprietor: One gentleman has asked whether there is any legal 
power, under the Articles of Association or otherwise, for the directors to 
execute the proposed —— = This is a very important matter, because, 
supposing it were executed and the bonds issued, it would be an ex- 
tremely awkward position should they be hereafter advised that there was 
no such power. 

The CHarrMAN: The Articles of Association confer that power. Every 
step which we have taken has been taken under the advice of able counsel. 

2 Proprietor: What amount of the mortgage loan has been subscribed 
for up to the present time ? : 

The Cuarrman: The total amount of subscriptions which have come in, 
including Messrs. Gibbs’s £62,000, and including some few hundreds which 

ill be paid in existing bonds, is about £90,000. But you must not 
conceal this fact from yourselves, that the subscription of Messrs. Gibbs 
will not aid you in the payment of the International Financial Association. 
What we want for that purpose is actual cash. Messrs, Gibbs’s subscription 
will relieve us from the difficulty about their debt, but we must have money 
for the International in addition. 

Mr. Wess: The Articles of Association of the company, sec. 44, contain 
this power—‘‘ The directors may from time to time, if they shall see fit, 
borrow any sum or sums of money on bonds or debentures, or on mortgage, 
at such rates of interest and on such terms as they shall think proper.” 
It would be perfectly competent for the directors to meet in the board-room 
and resolve upon raising this money, but the amount being so large I think 
it would have been indiscreet for the board to have taken any such step as 
that. This deed is intended to secure the sum of £530,000, and for the 
es ed of securing that there must be an arrangement first with the 

nternational Financial Society for absorbing a deed in existence with them. 
It will be impossible to do that until such an amount of subscription is 
raised as will justify them in so doing. Messrs. Gibbs are postponed credi- 
tors—i. ¢., after the International they propose to take debentures in 
exchange for their debt, but those debentures cannot be issued until the 
prior charge of the International is satisfied. Therefore their subscription 
of £62,000 will not be available until then. And inasmuch as the 291,800 
of existing debentures are vg ne to bearer, and cannot be traced, you must 
make such a provision by this deed as will secure you from the disturbance 
of your position by their operation. It is, therefore, proposed by the deed 
that the security shall be for £530,000, which includes £91,800 for the pre- 
sent debenture-holders, and when the amount issued in new debentures 
amounts to such a sum as, with the old debentures, will make up a total of 
£530,000, the directors will not have the power to issue a further new 
debenture without liquidating an old one, so that at no time will there be 
more than £530,000 of debentures in existence. The deed has been settled 
after consultation with counsel, and many conferences and much delibera- 
tion on the part of the directors and those whom you have honoured with 
your confidence. 

Mr. Marten: I think, before gentlemen leave the room, they ought to 
wy for how much they will subscribe. It is a case of bis dat qui cito dat, 

e have got into the clench, and if we attempt to back out we shall lose our 
= but if we work with the directors we may escape with the loss only of 

e 


Mr. Swinton: I thank the chairman for the information given to us, 
which I think will tend to inspire confidence, and I should advise all the 
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shareholders to put down their names as subscribers, so that we may be 
enabled to recover some of the money that we have lost. 

Mr. Peru: The position in which we are placed is one of extreme peril, 
and I should be sorry if the undertaking had to be abandoned for want of a 
little help. It has been perfectly well established that the works them- 
selves are constructed upon the very best pe nano | are, in fact, too 

ood for the purpose, and that is one of the errors we have fallen into. 
ut it is an error on the right side, and nothing will be required in the 
shape of outlay for many years except to replace wear and tear. We have 











a valuable property ; we have one of the finest cities in the world to light, 
and we have the prospect of an enormous business. I am connected with 
many foreign gas companies, and am a director of one of the oldest com- 
pone: in the metropolis, and therefore I am not speaking theoretically when 

say that in my opinion this company, like all foreign companies, must in 
the very nature of things yield a handsome profit upon the capital subscribed. 
I do not say that we shall have a handsome return upon the money 
that has been unprofitably expended; but, for the new capital, I can: 
conceive no better investment, nor one more secure. I would ask you 
whether it would not be very rash, because we have burnt our fingers in | 
the first venture at Moscow, to give up all hope of rescuing something out | 
of the ashes. My opinion of the company is such that, to the utmost of my 
means, I shall subscribe to the new capital. 
to the best of our ability, endeavour to support the directors so as to relieve | 
the company from its embarrassments, al enable them properly to develop 
the business. 
in the present board. I think the very candid and satisfactory way in which | 
the chairman has replied to the various inquiries addressed to him, must | 
have commended itself to the minds of the shareholders, and I hope that | 
with a board of practical men such as we have, whose recommendation is | 
not so much in their names or influence as in the work they have done, we 
shall all be prepared to give them our cordial support and co-operation in 
carrying on the affairs of the company. 

A Proprietor: You mentioned that the theatres now took 6500 lights. 
On a former occasion it was stated that the Government lighting was scarcely 
remunerative, Ishould like to ask whether the theatres are supplied on 
the same terms, or whether they are fully remunerative. 

The CHAIRMAN: Fully remunerative. The theatres are supplied at the 
same rate as private individuals. 

A Proprietor: There is only one other point. I presume, if the whole 


of the new debentures are not subscribed for by the shareholders, they will | | 


be offered to the public. 

The CHAIRMAN: That is so. 

Mr. Rowse. suggested that a small committee of shareholders might 
be formed to take steps to obtain subscriptions among the shareholders. 

Lord AtrrRED Harvey offered to co-operate in such an object. 

A Proprreror: Does the adoption of the resolutions before the meeting 
recognize the International claim ? 

The CuarrMAN: Certainly. Our object is to pay them off in the first 
instance. 

A Proprietor: Is there not a doubt about the mortgage? 

Mr. Wess: There is no doubt about the advance of the money. 





The Cuarrman: If the scheme fails, the International are relegated to | 
their original position ; if it is carried out, they will be paid off. 

Mr. Swinton: The question of the proprietor seems to be this—whether | 
the assent to this deed bars the shareholders from contesting the claim of, 
the International. 

The Cuarrman: I can only tell you again what the directors mean to 
do with the money. It is, in the first place, to liquidate the claim of the 
International. Bear in mind that we shall not be able to receive a shilling 
of the money till we have arranged with the International. They have, as 
we consider, a first charge, and it will be impossible to execute this deed and 
give this security until we have the International mortgage released, so that 
no question of this kind can arise. 


| 
The resolutions, modified as to the times and proportions of payment of 


the instalments, by which one-third was made payable on allotment, one- 
third at three, and one-third at six months, was then put to the vote and 
carried, and several shareholders gave in their names as subscribers for 
debentures. 

On the motion of Mr. MarTEN, a vote of thanks was given to the 
directors. 

The CuarrMan briefly acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings 
terminated. 





CANTERBURY GAS AND WATER COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of Shareholders in this Company was held in 
the Lower Music Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, on Friday, the 19th of Feb- 
ruary—GrorGE FurR.Ey, Esq., in the chair. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting having been read and confirmed, 
the report, of which the following is the substance, was taken as read :— 


Your directors have the pleasure to report that a considerable increase has taken 
place in the sale of gas during the last six months, which has resulted in a larger 
balance available for dividend, and towards defraying the cost of the additional 
works required to improve the quality and supply of gas to the public. 

Since the last meeting the gasholder and tank opposite the wo:ks have been re- 
paired, and the tank made water-tight, thus preventing a continuance of numerous 
complaints of the leakage of impure matter into wells. 
the telescope holder and gas-tank is pleted, the pany will have three holders 
capable of storing 250,000 feet of gas. They (the en thought it necessary 
that a more efficient purifying apparatus should be erected, thus giving a better 
control over the yard and works, and more adapted to the increase of work. 

With respect to the new water-works, your directors have to report that the works 
are proceeding with all due despatch compatible with sound work. After the com- 
pletion of the buring-wells, the capacity of the water was tested as far as it could 
be by an engine and pumps hired for the purpose. The result was most satisfactory, 
and there can be no doubt but that with two pumps 1,000,000 gallons of water daily 
= be taken from the wells. Your directors having requested Mr. Homersham to 
make a careful estimate of the total cost of the water-works, he has returned the 
same (exclusive of cost of the land, engi ing, and parli tary expenses) at 
£23,107 17s. With these additional charges, and by allowing a margin for extras, 
the capital required to complete the water-works cannot be estimated at a less 
amount than £28,000. With a view of providing this amount, the directors propose 
that the remaining 1000 shares of the water capital be issued—one-half of the capital 
only to be paid up at present, and any deficiency to be raised under the borrowing 
powers of the Act. 

Your directors were led into an error by a casual remark of the engineer as to the 
extra cost of the softening apparatus, as there is no doubt but that the adoption of 
this system has added largely to the cost of the works, Even with this amount of 
capital, your directors feel confident that if each shareholder in Canterbury will use 
his exertions to induce the inhabitants to take the pure and softened water which 
the company will be in a position to supply, a very fair and remunerative profit can 
be made on this outlay. Your directors are assured that by the end of June next 
the company will be in a position to supply the softened water to the inhabitants. 

The directors had much pleasure in testifying to the zeal and activity shown 
both by the secretary and ger in ducting the last six months affairs of the 











When the work of repairing | | 
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I think we must every one, || 


I cannot sit down without expressing the confidence I feel | | 



































com, The ren’ were wae: A and the books were not, as formerly, 
berthed with pete nmr ¢ oa which often resulted in bad vebts. 
By the balance-sheet it was shown that on the works there was a profit of 
£2578 80. 4d., and on the -water-works of £96 ls. 9d., making together £2474 10s. Id. 
The sum of £316 10s. 10d. had been added: to the reserve-fund, the balance on that 
fund mow being £172 9s. 1d. The directors begged to. recommend that the sum of 
£1000 be set apart towards a depreciati t, to meet.the heavy outlay required 
on the gasworks during the next six months; that.a dividend at the rate of 6-per 
cent, per annum for the last half year, free from income-tax, be declared upon the 
original stock ; and that the new shareliolders be paid interest upon their shares 
from the Ist of July, 1868, until the 3lst of December last, at the rate of 6 per cent. 

r - 
ge the report stated that,in accordance with the terms of the Act of 
Parliament, Mesers,. Marten, Simon, Hart, and Holttum retired from the direction, 
and the three: former gentlemen had offered themselves for re-election ; Mr. D. Amos 
being a candidate for the vacancy created by the retirement of Mr. Holttum. 

The CmatnMan said it devolved upon him to make a few observations 
upon the present condition and future prospects of the company. In the 
first place, it was highly satisfactory to observe so large an increase in the 
profits.on the gas account. This, no doubt, arose from the increased con- 
sumption, owing to the length of the season, and to the dark nights that 
had prevailed for so longatime. He then proceeded to explain that the 
reserve-fund, meant ‘‘ undivided profits,” and that when the old company 
merged into the new one the fund in question amounted to £2441. From 
July, 1866, to the present time, sums of money had been taken from that 
fund to assist in paying dividends and keeping up the plant beyond the 
ordinary wear and tear, and thus they would see that it was desirable to 
keep up the fund in question. Indeed, if they had not done so during the 
past, they would have had to raise an additional £2000 in Ashares. Referring 
to the satisfactory condition of the new works, and to the necessity of pro- 
viding additi accommodation for offices, the chairman said it was pro- 
posed to appropriate the profits of last year by placing £1000 to the deprecia- 
tion account, ious enditure of £250 or £360 for enlargement of offices, to 
the payment of dividend, and the balance of £368 to the reserve-fund. He 
now came to the water-works, and. with reference thereto it was estimated 
that the sum of £28,000 would meet the requirements-; and to obtain this 
amount it was suggested that 1000 shares be issued on that aecount, one-half 
of the capital only to be paid up, and the balance to be raised by the issue 
of debenture bonds at.4} per cent. for £5000, repayment to be. made-in five 
years. Under these circumstances they would possess a total capital of 
£57,500, and he conscientiously believed that there was every reason to be 
satisfied at the shareholders. receiving a good interest for the capital they 
had invested. 

Mr. E.tsmoreE thought more details should be given of the payments for 
work performed in the office. 

The CHAIRMAN said it would be impossible for details to be given in the 
statement. The directors received 1s. 64d. per hour for their services, the 
clerk £100 a year, and the manager £150 a year. 

Mr. Cocaer said the shareholders considered they had a very good clerk, 
avery good collector, and an excellent director in Mr. Rayner; but still 
they had bad gas, and there were loud complaints. 

Mr. ELusMore said he had heard that other work was conducted.in the 
office which they (the shareholders) were called upon to pay for. 

The CueRk: Then that is utterly untrue. 

Mr. Jones said that, in his experience with the gas-works, he thought 
that the company’s office expenses were exceedingly low, and that, if they 
could keep their geet secretary aud manager at £150 per annum, they 
would do well to do so. 

In answer to Mr. W111, 

The CuatrMAn said, if he had known as much as he did now, he should 
have been in favour of adopting the softening process, because, if they pro- 
vided Canterbury alone with the hard water from the chalky hills around, 
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they would be giving the consumers very little better than they had 
already. 

Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, for 
Ne ee ee gee ee me are 
Materials for purification . . . . . . « «© + 250 12 0 
SD whl od shel ig dite Reh ogden Pile Ait TS. OG - SL © 1,403 3 3 
Romie. rates; amd tames sn 0k 6 te tw me ow 256 1 7 
Salaries, collectors commission, directors and auditors . 1,062 11 9 
CORUUAL ORANGE, 6.0.0. ot 0 6 Oyo, 0 otfey 130 8 6 
nS 4/05 i o «2 « « ¢ ¢ ¢.* 1,310 12 2 
Bad and doubtful debts, andallowances . .. , 155 5 3 
Retest ondebemturee. 2. ww tlt elt wl 129/15 11 
EY GOSS ah ge ee 6. Ow te ee je 3,148 19 4 
£15,827 3 2 

Dr.. BALANCE-SHEET, 
To Capital. . £75,600 0 0 
Debentures. 8,000 0 0 
Gontingeney-fund 4,470 12 6 


Depreciation account 
Coal insurance ditto . a 
Dividends unpaid. oT ee ee ee 904 6 7 
Intereston debentures. . . . . . «. © © © « 109 17 3 
Tradesmen’s accounts, &c., owing i.e Na AP) oti 0 
Balanceasabove. ..... £3,148 19 4 
Ditto from. last half year 40 7 0 
3,189 6 4 











Two of the directors, Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Walne, and one of the auditors, Mr, 
Scarr, retire by rotation, but are all eligible for immediate re-election. 
Half Year ending December 25, 1868. Or. 

By Gasandmeterrental . . . 1. 2 «© © « « . £13,164 2 F 
Coke, &e.. pe) tlk? ety 25491811 = | 
Discounts , stan e Boe oe © 20 2 4 
NY cai, me tos pe a ye ee 91 19; 8 

£15,827, 3 2 
December 25,, 1868. Cr. 

By. Expended.on works. . . «© « « «© © « « o » 443,04 31) 
SE ae eae lk 
I ee co) a ke ar 383.12 3 
Geel. ote, Gu, Meee wwe tt 4,385 7 1 
Mains, service-pipes, and general stores in stock. 1,135 001 
Sundry debtorsforgas. ...... é 10,103.12 & 
Ditto ditto for coke, &e. . . 1,252 5 4 
Cash. at bankers andin hand , 3,847 & 8 





£975249 19 11 


The CrargMan, in moving that the report and accounts as audited be re- | 
ceived, approved, and entered on the minutes, said it would not be necessary 
for him to trespass upon the attention of the meeting with any observations | 
of his.own.. He could only express his deep regret that, through domestic | 
afflietion, their esteemed friend, Mr. Wheeler, the chairman of the board, | 
was: prevented from taking his usual plave on that oceasion. Referring to | 
the accounts, it wou'd be observed that, notwithstanding the bright and 
comparatively warm weather during the past six months, and what was 
more prejudicial to a gas company in a place like Brighton, the empty 
season, the rental had been so far satisfactorily maintained that, after pay- 
ment of a dividend at the same rate as. before, the directors were able:to 
carry over’a better balance than they did on the last occasion, 

Mr. Wace seconded the motion. 

A, Proprietor said he had only recently become connected with the com- 
pany,,and:therefore might be excused for asking the question—especially as 
no information was.given in the-report.on the subject—why it was. necessar: 
for the directors to ask for power to borrow £7000: on. debentures. 
wished’ also to express an opinion that it would be more satisfactory if in the 
tt and: loss: account the gas-rental were given apart from the rental for 
metera, so that the proprietors, knowing what was the cost, of coal car- 
bonized, might lie able to form a. better Judgment as to the working of the 


company. 
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Mr. Pitcuer asked for an aaiention of the item under ‘‘General, 
Fir Cra cela thes ft ince and he though 
e CLERK said that it inclu rinting other items no ou; 
wageeh chargeable to the wear zm tear account. . ~ 
r. PrrcmeEr. was satisfied with the explanation, and equally pleased, 
with the chairman’s statement having reference to the reserve-fund,, a 
which there had been some misapprehension. He thought, however, that 
in future statements. a more definite account. with reference to this item, 
should be given.. 
Mh, CHAIRMAN agreed in the observation, and promised that this.should 
me. 

Mr..Hoox suggested that in future no gratuities should be:awarded to the 
officers of the company, but that their salaries should be raised im liew 
thereof, if deemed necessary. 

iy gu mentioned that there were no such payments during the 

t ear. 
PoThe re : + was then formally proposed, ded, and adop 

A resolution that a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum be mad 
for the half year was likewise carried. 

The following gentlemen were sepaented directors—viz., Messrs. Peter 
Marten, William Henry Simon, and Henry Hart; and Mr. Daniel Amos 
was elected in the room of Mr. Edward Holttum, who retires. 

Mr. Mup¥orp said that a suggestion was some time sinee hinted at that 
two directors should be appointed, but he had made no motion in the matter. 

Mr. Pitcuezr proposed that the annual subscription of £5 each given to 
the Kent and Canterbury Hospitals be entered in a separate form, and this. 
was agreed to. 

The CuarrMAN next submitted a resolution that 1000 shares be issued, 
but that one-half of the amount only be called in, and that the directors 
have power to issue debentures for a sum not exceeding £5000. This was 
peated we and carried, 

Mr. PitcuEr directed attention to the fact that directors of the company 

had been shown to receive benefits out of the company, and he thought. that 
this should be avoided in future. 

The CHarRMAN replied that the matter referred to by Mr. Pilcher had 
been under the consideration of the board of directors, and that its recur- 
rence would in future be avoided. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings. 
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BRIGHTON GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was held at 
the Office, St. Swithin’s Lane, Cannon Street, London, on Thursday, 
Feb. 25—Mr. WaLne (the deputy-chairman) presiding. 

The Szcrerary (Mr. A. Weare), having read the advertisement and 
notice convening the meeting, the corporate seal was affixed to the register’ 
of pore, and the minutes of the last meeting were also read. 

‘he following report and statement of accounts were presented :— 

The remarkable weather which has characterized a large portion of the past year 
appears to have been unfavourable in most places to the demand for gas, as wall os 
to the sale of coke; and the general election, occurring at a time when the Brighton 
season is usually at its height, has not been without its local influence. It is. there- 
fore satisfactory that, notwithstanding these circumstances, the earnings of the 
company justify the directors in recommending the declaration of a dividend for the 
half year ending the 25th of December last, of similar amount to that for the corre~ 
sponding period of the previous year—viz., at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum on 
the paid-up capital of the company, free of income-tax ; the same to be payable om 
and after the 8th of March next. 

The additional works for the extension of the gas storeage are in progress, and 
the new purifiers have been completed, and are in use. 

A resolution will be submitted to the meeting, authorizing the board to borrow on 
debentures to the further extent of £7000; but it is not expected that more than a 
partial exercise of these powers will be neces for some time to come 


£97,249 19 11 


The CuarrMan said it. was not the practice of the company to give these 
items. separately, nor did he think it desirable to furnish the accounts. too 
much in detail; but the shareholders could satisfy themselves on this and 
every other point upon which they desired additional information, by makin 
inquiries at the office. With regard: to the first’ question, the report stated 
that it was not. expected that the whole amount which the directors asked 

ower to borrow would. be required for some time, but the directors thought 
it better to ask for a large sum at once rather than to have frequently to 
apply to the proprietors.. The money was required for increasing 
storeage. room, and for other works referred to in. the report, which,, whem 
completed, the directors. believed would increase the efficiency and economy:| 
of their operations. He believed that, from their experience of the way in 
which: the directors had raised’ and expended their money in the past, the 
proprietors would feel confidence in leaving this matter in their discretion. 

he PRopRIETOR expressed himself perfectly satisfied with the informa- 

tion afforded by the chairman. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried unani- 
mously, and the dividend recommended by the divectors was deelared. 

A resolution. empowering the directors. to borrow on debentures: any sum 
not exeeeding £7000, as they might think fit, was adopted; the retirin, 
directors. and, auditor were re-elected, and. thunks were voted. to the boar 
and auditors :for their past.services. 
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On the motion of Mr. Scarr, thanks were also voted to Mr. Rutter and 
the other officers of the company. 

The Secretary (Mr. Weare) acknowled 
words from the CHAIRMAN on behalf o 
terminated. 


the vote, and after a few 
the board, the proceedings 





REDHILL GAS COMPANY. 


The Ordinary General Meeting of this Company was held at the Town- 
Hall, Redhill, on Thursday, Feb. 18—Mr. Wittram StTennina, jun., in 

e chair. 

The Secretary and Manacsr (Mr. J. Methven) having read the notice 
convening the meeting, and the minutes of the last meeting, which were 
confirmed, the report of the directors was presented, and taken as read. It 
stated that, during the it year, new mains had been laid:to Merstham, 
pene gf and Nutfield, besides other smaller districts, and each had been 
supplied with gas. Nutfield, which was lighted first, had yielded a most 
satisfactory result. The other districts, owing to the delay in completing 
the new holder, had wre A made a return as yet. The works in con- 
| nexion with the new holder had given the directors much anxious care, and, 
jalthough the cost was somewhat in excess of the amount expected, the 
directors were happy to report that ‘the works had all been carried out in a 
most satisfactory manner. The tank was finished, and was being filled with 
water. When this work was completed, much expense in working would 
be economized. The directors tendered their very best thanks to Mr. C. R. 
| Mead, for the kind and valuable assistance he had rendered them during the 
ppast year. The progress of the company was so very satisfactory, that the 
| directors recommended a dividend of 7 per cent. for the year, both on the 
told and new capital. The premium-fund had been partially devoted to 
rreducing the parliamentary expenses and increasing the guarantee-fund, 
which now exceeds £1000. In asking powers to raise new capital, the 
directors explain that they me aad requiring about £2000 at once, chiefly 
- new plant and mains, several satisfactory applications for extension of 
‘the latter being now before the board; but so frequently were outlays 
brequired to develop the resources of the district, that they submitted it was 
desirable to obtain the sanction of the shareholders for , to be issued 
at their discretion. Mr. A. J. Dulake had signified his intention of retiring 
from the board, and the directors recommended that Mr, Walter Waterlow 
be elected to fill the vacancy. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, congratulated the 
| meeting on the favourable statements it contained as to the position and 
prospects of the company, and that the extension of their mains into the 
districts named therein had exceeded the most sanguine expectations enter- 
| tained by the directors when they asked for the new capital there expended. 
| He regretted that the new gasholder was not already in work, but the delay 
had arisen from causes over which the board had no control. He was sorry 
also to state that .the cost of it had slightly exceeded their calculations, but 
those who were acquainted with works of that nature knew that the most 
careful estimates were often exceeded. There was one thing he could not 
help alluding to, and that was the mistake the company committed in not 
| prosecuting the scheme for the water supply of hill when they had a 
bill in Parliament. In constructing the tank for the new gasholder, the 
quantity of water which had to be pumped had caused them considerable 
expense. An engine had to be kept at work night and day, and all the 
;, water pumped out—which was perfectly pure water for domestic supply— 
was entirely wasted. In their report the directors expressed their obliga- 
j, tions to Mr. Mead—and he (the chairman) was glad of the aqpentanty to 
|| tender him their thanks in person—for the excellent advice he had given 
| them.as the work py and for the assistance he rendered them, when 
|they were short of gas, by connecting his main from Reigate with that of 
|the company. He was sorry the directors had not been able to reduce the 
price of gas. They had carefully kept that object in view, and they enter- 
| tained something more than a hope that, before another year, the consumers 
t 














would be benefited by the new works by a reduction in the price of gas to 
(58-5 and that the shareholders would get a larger amount of profit. The 
|. question of additional capital would be brought forward at a later period of 
the meeting, and therefore he would only say at that moment that the 
Seen had received applications from the Ticdoweed and Garlands dis- 
trict for an extension of the company’s mains, and he thought that, in 
justice.to the inhabitants of those districts, as well as to the shareholders of 
\the company, steps should be taken to effect those extensions at the earliest 
moment. applications for new shares in the company showed that a 
great deal of confidence was felt in the concern, and, for his own part, he 
entertained no doubt that the future success of the undertaking would be 
greater than the past. He concluded by moving the adoption of the.report, 

d the payment of the dividend recommended by the directors. 

Mr, Tixpy seconded the motion. 

Mr. P. Hansury called attention to the accounts accompanying the 
xeport, which he maintained exhibited.a state of affairs requiring explana- 
tion, and he moved, as an amendment—‘“ That a committee be appointed to 
-in vesti the balance-sheet and report thereon this day month.” 

Mr. Marriott seconded the amendment, and submitted that if certain 
“expenses which had been charged to capital had been properly debited to 
peg the profits.of the year would not have been sufficient to pay even 

r cent, 

itr. GARNETT complained that the statement laid before the shareholders 
at.the last meeting as to the cost of the new gasholder had been greatly 
exceeded, which he attributed, in part, to the directors becoming amateur 
gas engineers instead of adopting the advice he gave them to.engage the 
services of a professional man to prepare plans and specifications, and then 
invite tenders for the execution of the work. At the last meeting the 
chairman told the shareholders that the cost of the holder would be about 
£3000, whereas it appeared from the minute-book that they had accepted a 
contract for it at a cost of £4485. 

The Cuarrman said the first contract for £3000 was for a holder of 
'200,000 feet capacity, without the cost of foundations, filling the tank with 
water, and sundry other things. The contract afterwards accepted for 
£4486 was for a holder of 130,000 feet capacity, and included allthe extras. 


Mr. Garnett said that fact was known at the time of the meeting, but 
was not stated to the shareholders. No engineer was appointed to prepare 
plans and specifications, and the contract for the work was never signed by 
‘tthe person engaged to carry it out. After the work was commenced the 

‘ound was found to be boggy, and operations were stopped. He did not 

ow whether any compensation was claimed for that, but he knew that the 
contractor had a right to make such a charge. After referring at some 
length to the subsequent progress of eventsin connexion with the buildin 
of holder and tank, he again insisted that very much of the additiona 
cost imposed upon the company might have been saved if, instead of the 
amateur engineering of the board, proper professioral assistance had been 
secured at the outset. He congratulated the directors on the appointment 











of the present secretary and manager, Mr. John Methven, whose ability he 
eulogized, and observed that his father was one of the most eminent gas 
engineers in the country. Under Mr. John Methven’s management he 
hoped some good might'be done'to the company. Referring to the subject 
of the new mains, he complained that expense had been incurred for laying 
pipes where the prospect of a return was very unpromising, and he made 
some inquiries as to the all sub-letting of the contract, and also as to 
a supply of timber by the firm of which the chairman was a member, for 
struts employed in excavating the tank, and he contended that, under the 
Act of ‘Parliament, no person supplying goods to the company for profit was 
competent to hold office as a director. He concluded by moving as a further 
amendment—“ That this meeting views with alarm the present and past 
expenditure of the directors, and hereby declares the necessity of appointing 
a committee to inquire into the state of the company’s affairs and prospects ; 
the said committee to consist of five shareholders, not members of the board 
of directors; and that the committee be, and are hereby autharized to pay 
for-such assistanee as may be required, at a cost not exceeding £25; and 
that this meeting be adjourned until this day four weeks, when such report 
shall be considered.” 

Mr. Cociis seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Joun Lzxs, a director, replying to Mr. Garnett, said he would pass 
over the charge against the directors of being amateur gas engineers, takin; 
it for what it was worth. He assured the shareholders that the board had 
had practical advice and experience ‘to assist them in all they had done. 
They had done their best for the interests of the shareholders, and they had 
nothing to conceal or to fear. The directors asked for plans and specifications 
for tenders for the new gasholder from some of the most eminent firms. 
Five tenders were sent in, and the directors came to the conclusion that the 
one accepted at £4485 was the best to accept. They at once instructed their 
solicitor to prepare the contract, but before it could be completed the con- 
tractors men commenced work, contrary to orders, and then it was the 
supply of water came which rendered some struts necessary, and they had to 
be obtained at once. They were got by the men, without orders from the 
board, at the only timber-yard in the place, Messrs. Stenning and Son’s; but 
the value of the work, ‘timber and all, did not amount to £20. With respect 
to the mains, the board were fully justified in laying them where there was a 
fair chance of increased business; and with reference to the contractor for 
them, his tender was the lowest, and all his pipes that were not sound were 
rejected. In all the directors had done they had been actuated solely by a 
desire to do the best for the shareholders, for their interests were coincident, 
= he considered a great indignity had been thrown on the board by these 
allegations. 

r. Henry STENNING said, in reply to Mr. Hanbury’s objection to the 
accounts, that they had been thoroughly examined by Messrs. Turquand, 
who certified to their correctness. He entered into some details with respect 
to the accounts, and the appropriation of the premiums received on the issue 
of shares. 

Mr. Smrrx considered the explanations just offered were exceedingly 
satisfactory. He believed that the directors had done their duty, and pos- 
sessed the confidence of the shareholders as a body. 


Mr. Megan expressed his approval of the course taken by the board, and 
said he was quite convinced that, whatever errors of judgment there might 
have been, the intention of the directors was to serve the interests of the 
company to the utmost. He was opposed to the 9, ay ng of a committee, 
as he believed no information could be gathered by them which the share- 
holders were not already in possession of. He had every confidence in the 
directors and their present manager, and believed the welfare of the com- 
pany was safe in their hands. 

Dr. Hotman said, as the former chairman of the company, and one who 
nursed it through its infancy, he could not sit quietly and hear the aspersions 
which had been cast on the directors, without entering his protest against 
such conduct, especially when he saw that his good, kind friend, Mr. Han- 
bury, had been, for some purpose or other, earwigged into these proceedings. 
The directors had done their best to serve the company, and wool look upon 
adoption of the amendment as the expression of a want of confidence in 

em. 

After some further conversation, 

The CHarRMAN replied to some of the statements which had been made 
by Mr. Garnett, and maintained that the policy of the directors had been 
that which was calculated to secure the prosperity of the company. They 
had successfully accomplished the task they undertook, and he folisved that 
next year they would be able to reduce the price of gas to the public, while 
giving the shareholders a better dividend. In answer to a proprietor, he 
said he regarded both amendments as involving an expression of want of 
confidence in the board. 

Mr. Cotuirs, upon that statement, withdrew from seconding the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Garnett, which thereupon fell to the ground, 


The amendment proposed by Mr. Hanbury was put, and negatived. 


Mr. Grzce moved a further amendment, to leave out all the words in 
the ‘resolution relating to the dividend. 

Mr. Garnett seconded the amendment, believing that the dividend had 
not been earned, 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. MaRrrioTT moved that the dividend be only 4 per cent., instead of 7. 

Mr. Grece seconded this amendment, which was negatived, and the 
original motion was put, and carried by a large majority. 

Mr. Stenning, the chairman, was then re-elected, and Mr. Waterlow was 
élected a director in the place of Mr. Dulake. The retiring auditor was re- 
elected; the remuneration of the directors fixed at 100 guineas, and that of 
the auditors at two guineas each. 

A resolution was adopted empowering the directors to issue 1000 new 
shares, the calls to be left to the discretion of the directors; and, after a 
vote of thanks to the chairman, the meeting, which had lasted three hours 
and a half, separated. 





WESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Proprietors was held at the 
Offices, No. 28, Argyll Street, Regent Street, on the 25th inst.—F. W. 
RussEtu, Esq., M.P., in the chair. z 
: mee SgoreTary (Mr. 8S. Barber) read the report of the directors as 
ollows :— 


The directors have the pleasure to submit to the meeting an audited statement of 
revenue and profit and loss for the first half of the financial year 1868-69, from which 
it will be seen that'there is again a satisfactory increase in the company’s ‘rental, 
and that the profits admit of a distribution at the maximum rate. 

The directors recommend the meeting to declare an interim dividend (less income- 
tax) of 10s. per A share, 6s. per new B and C share, and 1s. per D share. 

The anxious attention of the board is directed, for the seventh session in the 
course of twelve years, to the question of metropolitan gas legislation. ‘Three 
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private bille have been deposited by the Imperial, South Metropolitan, and Great 
|; Central Companies, and a parliamentary notice has been given by the Board of 
|, Trade, under which a general may be introduced, although the effect of 

, carrying out the provisions of the Act of last session, as affecting the companies 
| supplying the City, has not yet been tried. 
;..The Cuarmman: It is a matter of very great congratulation to od 
, direction to be able to submit to you the report which has just been read, as 
,,8lso the statement of accounts, which is open to your imspection. We have 
;, hud this year—I will not say unfortunately, because I think it tests our 
| ,capabilities—but we have had a season which has been highly unfavourable 
|, for the consumption of gas; still we have found that our consumption has 
'; been gradually increasing, and the season, I may say, scarcely appears to 
have affected us. In fact, no pant wn can be going on better than we are; 
. our works are increasing in a perfectly satisfactory manner, the engineering 
|\is carried out well, and we find that, notwithstanding the vast district we 
_ have to supply, our powers of expansion have been equal to what could have 
; been expected, and we are filling up that district with our gas, the demand for 
, which roughout is steadily increasing. If we are let alone, no company 
could go on better than we do, and I venture to say that no system could be 
more advantageous to the consumers of gas than the one which we adopt. 
Our funds, if they are not expended as those of other companies have been, 
_ will go towards a reduction in the price of our commodity, and ultimately 
, the public will reap the benefit. But, gentlemen, there are certain agitators 
_in the great mass of the consumers—certain busy-bodies, who will make 
matters appear important—and to them we have toattribute the agitation on 
,, this question. Our course, gentlemen, is a defensive one; we do not wish 
to attack any one—we are satisfied to remain as we are, and we shall take 
, care of your property, and protect it to the best of our ability. There is one 
point which I wish to mention, as it is in some degree personal to the 
,, directors. We had an interview with Mr. Bright, the other day. A deputa- 
|, tion went up of eight companies who had no bills before Parliament for 
| legislation; they did not want capital at the present, nor do we want it, for 
|, we have abundance of it, but we have no idea why this continued agitation 
|, should go on, and why Government should be fostering those acts of which 
|, We complain. Well, at the close of the meeting Mr. Lefevre, who is the 
|, parliamentary secretary to the Board of Trade, addressed in a very improper 
|, manner one of the directors of a company—a gentleman representing very 
, Jarge interests, and who had remained outre—and, in the course of the con- 
, versation between them, Mr. Lefevre said: ‘‘ This is all very well; we know 
that, if the directors had been satisfied, and had got compensation on the 
-| property being transferred, the bill would have been carried.”” This was 
| reported tome by Mr. Horner, and, on meeting Mr. Lefevre afterwards in 
', the House of Commons, I charged him with having made this most audacious 
_ attack upon the directors of the companies. I tell you this plainly, because we 
|; think you would consider we were not fulfilling our duty if we were to 
,, abandon your interest for any interest of ourown. We should not be doing 
| justice to yourselves and to the shareholders of other companies if we were 
|; %0 put our interests against yours. We are supposed to be your servants; 
|‘ in point of pe we look upon ourselves as your trustees, and, if we were for 
|| an instant to allow such a consideration as that to enter our minds, we should 
| deserve every kind of sean at your hands. Mr. Lefevre could not den 
|'it, and I told him that his conduct was very unwarrantable in making pain 
\|am attack as that. Gentlemen, I can promise you this: you shall have no 
|| difficulty of that kind. If we find there is a fair offer made to buy your pro- 
‘perty upon just, and reasonable, and righteous terms, you may depend upon 
|!it that we, having your interests in our hands, shall not interfere. There 
‘area number of rge shareholders on your board, who are more interested 
jn getting _ prices for the shares which they hold in this company than 
they possibly can be in retaining their fees as directors. Practically, you 
will allow this to be the case. I will take care to call the attention of Mr. 
Bright to the pa eed manner in which Mr. Lefevre acted, and I trust that 
such conduct will never be repeated. I think we have a little more business 
to do, gentlemen, and that is, to obtain your opinion upon the report which 
has been read. I now beg to move that the report and statement of accounts 
|| be received and adopted. 

Mr. Licutiy Smmpson (deputy-chairman) seconded the motion. 

Mr. Doane asked the chairman to inform the meeting what Mr. Bright 
himself had said when the deputation appeared before him. He saw that 
the chairmen of most of the principal gas companies were present, and he 
wished to know if they satisfied Mr. Bright that they had carried out all 
that was required of them by the previous Act of Parliament. In short, the 
chairman had informed the meeting that Mr. Lefevre was inimical to them, but 
he had not told them whether they satisfied Mr, Bright as to his impression 
= manner in which the existing Act of Parliament had been carried out 

y them. 

The CuArnMan, in reply, said that with respect to Mr. Bright, a reporter 
went in with the deputation, but he was requested not to take notes of what 
occurred. It became a matter of opinion as to whether Mr. Bright was 
willing to have the question agitated, but he (the chairman) believed he was 
very unwilling that there should be any breach of faith towards persons 
acting under the law. To a certain extent, Mr. Bright had been trammelled 
by the action of parties immediately above him, which had checked, in some 
degree, the opinion he would otherwise have expressed. 

The report was then unanimously adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the next business was most important, because it 
| was to state to them what the directors recommended in the shape of dividend 
j for the es half year. He had to move that dividends, less income-tax, be 
| declare of 10s. per A share, Gs. per new B share, 6s. per C share, and ls. 
| per D share, to be paid to the shareholders then on the register. 

Mr. LicutLy Smipson seconded the motion, and added that the warrants 
would be ready that evening. 

The CHAIRMAN said that these were all the duties required by the directors 
of the shareholders. He hoped they would often meet under such favour- 
, able circumstances, for he could assure them he was not particularly anxious 
to see their authority handed over to a central board. 

Mr. CHILTERN proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors 
for the able manner in which they had performed their duties during the 
half year. 

The motion having been carried by acclamation, 

The CHarrMAN, in returning thanks, expressed a hope that they might 
long continue to deserve the confidence of the shareholders, and that their 
future meetings might be as pleasant and agreeable as this one had been. 
Before sitting down he should have much pleasure in proposing a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Barber, the secretary, and the other officers of the company 
for the very creditable manner in which they performed their arduous duties. 

Mr. Barser suitably returned thanks, and hoped they should always 
retain the good opinion of the company. 

The meeting then separated. 





| 


| 




















RATCLIFF GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meetng of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the Offices, Cable Street, St. George’s-in-the-Eust, on Friday, 
Feb, 26—A. Wixson, ., in the chair. 

The SecrETARY (Mr, Baddeley) read the notice convening the meeting, 
and the following report of the directors :— 

The directors submit their report and accounts for the half year, ended Dec. 31, 
1868. 


The accounts, which have been duly audited, show a net profit of £5534 2s. 4d., 
out of which the directors recommend that a dividend upon the paid-up capital of 
the company, after the rate of 5 per cent., for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1868, less 
income-tax, be now declared, payable on and after the 10th day of April next. 5 

The City Gas Act, 1868, as to many of its provisions, is now in operation, and it 
was assumed that all parties would have been willing to wait to see tue result of 
that experimental measure before subjecting the other metropolitan companies to 
further agitation and expense. The Board of Trade, however, gave notice, in 
November last, that it was their intention to promote a bill to extend the urea of 
the legislation of last session; but the president, last night, announced to the 
House of Commons that the matter had been most fully discussed since he had been 
at the Board of Trade, and the conclusion arrived at was not to bring in any bill as 
a consequence of that notice. : 

The retiring directors, John Eb Bromley and Andrew Wilson, Esqs., and 
the retiring auditor, John Blacket Gill, Esq., offer themselves for re-election. 


Dr. Trade Account, for the Six Months ended December 31, 1868. Cr. 








To Directorsallowances . . .£400 0 0|ByGas-rental . . .£14,267 4 1 
Salary of secretary and clerks 405 0 0 | Less bad debts and 
Collectorscommission and pay 127 13 0! allowances. . 7012 5 
Rents, rates, andtaxesofoffices 34 2 6! Se 
Stationery, printing, and gene- { srpty ak 14,196 11 8 

ralcharges. . ... . 829 6 5 Public lighting and 
Paymenttoauditors . .. 1515 0 under contracts. 2,069 3 2 
Coals, including carriage, Rental of meters. 43 4 

Gam, Ge. . ot. o +. ctee 8:8 Sale of old materials 59 20 
Purifying materials . . . 110 0 2; Coke... . . 38,060 111 
Supervision andlabour . . 3,300 0 11 Breese... . 4815 6 
Tools and otherimplements . 135 16 6! - 462 7 4 
Ordinary repair and mainte- Ammoniacal liquid 78 0 0 

nance of premises . . . 617 6 8 Miscellaneous receipts 52 8 8 
Rents, rates, and taxes of ma- 

nufactory. . .. . . 59817 9 
Distribution—ordinary repair 

and maintenance. . . . 145 6 5 
Meters — restoring and re- | 

en ae ee 618 3! 
Leaseholds Redemption Fund. 110 0 0j{ 
Lawand parliamentary charges 246 16 9 
Interests on borrowed capital, 400 2 6 
Net profit ..... 5,534 2 4) 

£20,630 13 7! £20,030 13 7 


The CHAIRMAN: In moving the adoption of the report, I cannot help 
thinking you will agree with me that, looking at the accounts we have laid 
before you, the progress of the company during the past six months is very 
satisfactory, more particularly when you remember the extremely depressed 
state of trade and the distress existing in the district which is supplied by 
this company. It isa matter upon which your directors congratulate them- 
selves that, though, as compared with the corresponding period of last year, 
the past six months exhibit a little diminuti thing like £200—in 
the gas-rental, the bad debts amount to only £80. You have seen by the 
accounts that your capital has increased £958. That has been caused by the 
addition to your plant of a station-meter, which will enable your engineer to 
ascertain the quantity of gas made, and which we ~— will be indirectly the | 
means of accounting for the unaccounted-for gas. It will also be necessary 
to increase our purifying power, and it is also the intention of the directors 
to add new scrubbers and condensers to your works, which will entail some 
further, though not a very large, expenditure. It is with much pleasure 

our directors have read the report of the statement made in the House of 
Comitons last night by Mr. Bright, that it is not the intention of the Go- 
vernment to take any action with regard to gas affairs in the metropolis in 
the present session. This fact is, to my mind, very consoling, because, for 
the last three or four years, we have been annoyed and put to expense by 
continual attempts to interfere with our business. I had the pleasure, as 

our chairman, last Saturday, to accompany the chairmen of other metropo- 
itan gas companies on a deputation to Mr. Bright. We were received most 
courteously by the right honourable gentleman, and we came away most 
agreeably impressed with the result of our interview. Mr. Bright intimated 
then that he was in favour of the supply of gas by municipal bodies, but that, 
if the works of the gas companies were taken, they ought to be properly 
compensated. He expressed the opinion that at present there was no me hog 
the metropolis to undertake such supply, and that, if there was a probability 
of the early establishment of municipalities in London, it would be better to 
leave the matter till that question was settled. This is a very great satisfac- 
tion to your directors, who are naturally anxious about your interests, and 
that you should be saved the great expense to which the continued agitation 
gives rise. Those who promote this agitation are persons who know little or 
nothing about the manufacture of gas, and who have only their own ends to 
seek by it. They talk about representing the metropolis when they ask for 
cheap gas, whereas the truth is they represent only themselves. This is not 
a question which the consumers have anything to do with; and I can safely 
say, for our own company, that, with two or three exceptions, we have never 
been asked for a reduction in the price of gas. Having made these remarks, 
I will move the adoption of the report, and shall be happy to answer any 
question you may put to me. 

Mr. Bromuzy seconded the motion. 

Mr. SanpERs asked whether some change in the law respecting the supply 
of gas in London would not come into operation in 1870. 

The CHAIRMAN said the change would only affect the City companies, 
who would then be required to supply 16-candle gas at 3s. 9d. But 
there was a great difference between supplying gas in a district where the 
rental was equal to £2000 per mile of main, as it was in the City, and ina 
district like many of those outside the City, where it did not reach £300 
per mile. ? oat 

A SHAREHOLDER asked whether there was any special cause for the dimi- 
nution in the rental of the yoy 

The CuatrMaN said there could no doubt it arose from the great de- 

ression of trade and business in the district, There were some large manu- 
factories and sugar refineries in the parish, whose consumption was very 
considerable, entirely closed. Considering the circumstances of the case, he 
thought it was a matter for congratulation that the diminution of rental 
was only £230. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 


The CHAIRMAN moved—‘‘That a dividend for the half year, ending Dec. 31, 
1868, upon the paid-up capital. of the company, at the rate of 5 per cent. 
per annum, free of income-tax, be now dec » payable on and after the 
10th of April next.” 
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The motion having been seconded, was put, and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Lambert, seconded by Mr. SANDERS, the retiring 
directors were re-elected. ‘The retiring auditor was also re-elected. 

The CuarrMaN, Mr. Bromiry, and Mr. Bracket Gru respectively 
| returned thanks, 
|| Mr. SanpErs moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors for 
| the manner in which they had conducted the affairs of the company. 
|| Mr. Brake seconded the resolution, which was cordially responded to. 
| | The CuarrMan acknowledged the vote. 
| 
| 
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Mr. LaMBeErT moved, and Mr. WILKINSON seconded, a vote of thanks to 
the secretary, which was unanimously adopted. 

The SgorETary said he had so often received at the hands of the pro- 
| nap similar marks of their confidence and approval, that he felt he could 
| hardly express himself in different terms to those he had previously done. 
| He could only assure the meeting that his best exertions were devoted to the 
| interests of the company, and that the expression of the satisfaction of the 
: proprietors was a sufficient compensation to him. 


| 


| THE ALUM AND AMMONIA COMPANY, LIMITED. 


| The Ninth Ordinary General Meeting of this Company (formerly the Gas 

Products Utilizing Company, Limited) was held at the London Tavern, 

Bishopsgate Street, on Friday, Feb. 26—A. A. Croxu, Esq., in the chair. 
| The Secretary (Mr. T, Guyatt) read the notice convening the meeting, 

and the following report of the directors :— 
|, The directors have pl in again meeting the shareholders, and placing before 

them a statement of their affairs at the 3lst of December last. 

The result of the company’s operations for the six months ending at that date 
shows a profit of £4364 4s. 4d., and having regard to the state of trade existing for 
the past two years, the directors hope that this will be considered satisfactory. 

The profit for the past six months, added to the amount brought forward, gives an 
available balance of £6979 4s. 6d. 

| The directors, therefore, propose to pay the usual dividend at the rate of 10 per 
' J — free of income-tax, which will leave an undivided profit of 
8. . 
| Some extraordinary expenses have been incurred since the last meeting, with the 
| view of further i ing the efficiency of the works and lessening the future cost 
| of production. The whole of this outlay is charged against the profits of the past 
six months, in addition to the amount charged for ord:nary wear and tear. 

| The negotiations referred to in the last report as in pi s with the Glasgow 
| Gas C y for a modification of the contract for tar and liquor are not yet com- 
| pleted. The directors of the gas company proposed to credit this company with an 
amount which your directors could not accept. They have made a counter pro- 
posal, and the matter is, therefore, still open to a fair and equitable adjustment. 

The directors have had under consideration the question of balancing the books 
anuually at Midsummer instead of half yearly. At that period of the year the 
stocks are at their lowest point, and the operations of the company are small com- 
pared with the half year ending December. For these among other reasons the 
directors propose that after the meeting in August next there shall be but one meet- 
ing annu iy to be held in the month of August, and that interim dividends shall 
be paid in February for the six months ending December, without a meeting of the 
~~ eee There will be a resolution proposed to carry this alteration into 
efiect. 

The directors who retire at this meeting are Lord A. 8. Churchill, Dr. Fraser, 
and Mr. F, A. M. Nicol, who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 

a shareholders auditor also retires, and, being eligible, offers himself for re- 
election. 

The CHaArRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said it would not 
have been acewrg | for him to make any observations but for circumstances 
which had come to his knowledge during the last few days, which had refer- 
ence to the “extraordinary expenses” alluded to in the report. Many of 
the shareholders would recollect that on former occasions it had been the 
custom of the directors to lay before the meeting a report by the resident 
| manager as to the state of the works. That practice was discontinued about 
| eighteen months ago in ger gg of the gradual loss of confidence which 

the directors felt in that officer. Towards the end of August last the 
directors found it necessary to request him to resign, and as he refused 
| to do so, they were obliged to take steps for his removal from the pre- 
| mises. He had since endeavoured, by spreading false reporte, to injure 
| the company, and some most extraordinary ‘‘rattening’”’ had been carried on 
‘at the works. In the first instance, a leakage was discovered in a large 
| vessel containing a considerable quantity of acid, the whole of which 
disappeared during one night. PR wren, two large boilers were dis- 
covered to be seriously injured, and they had to undergo a thorough 
repair, and during that time, of course, the company suffered great incon- 
venience. The retorts employed for manufacturing the gas used on the 
works were found to be entirely destroyed, after being in operation a very 
short time, and the establishment was left in utter darkness. Just at that 
time the floor of a vitriol chamber gave way. Recently the new manager dis- 
covered that the leakage in the large vessel, which had contained the acid, was 
caused by a crowbar having been forced through the 14-1b. lead of which it was 
constructed. This could not have been the result of accident, but must have 
been an act of wilful and deliberate damage during the night. All these 
things were very provoking, and had been attended with serious expenses ; 
but he was happy to state that the whole of those expenses had been charged 
against the revenue of the last six months. It affected the results of the 
working in this way, that but for these occurrences there would have been 
about £1000 more of profit, which it would have been expedient to put to the 
reserve-fund. He would not have thought it necessary to say one word about 
these matters, but that he knew there had been communications recently 
made to one of the principal shareholders of a damaging character to the 
company. Mr. Odling also, one of the directors, had been waited upon by the 
late manager since his dismissal, with the extraordinary statement that the 
secretary had falsified theaccounts, and wrongly entered the stocks at the works. 
A careful examination of the books abundantly confirmed the opinion which he 
(the chairman) entertained from the first, that these statements were wholly 
unfounded—in fact, the figures of the late manager and those of Mr. Guyatt, 
as to the stocks, were completely identical. As, however, the statements 
were persisted in, Mr. Guyatt had felt it necessary to bring an action in 
defence of his character, and upon the trial he succeeded in obtaining a 
verdict, with damages against his slanderer. The late manager, however, 
was still circulating false reports — the company, and it was under 
the consideration of the directors whether they should not make him crimi- 
nally responsible for the consequences. On a previous occasion, one of the 
shareholders (Mr. Buss) had urged upon the board the propriety of publishing 
the accounts of the company, which the directors had not acceded to because 
they thought it was not wise to circulate out of doors the details of a trading 
concern of this nature. The question had lately been again discussed by the 
directors, and, having regard to the circumstances just referred to, they had 
determined for the future to send copies of the accounts to the shareholders 
yd to every general meeting. There were only two other matters which 

@ need mention. The first related to the negotiations with the Glasgow 
Gas Company. The board had been offered 20 per cent. off a certain part of 
the amount, for the six months ending in December, but they had not taken 




















| the accounts among the shareholders, but he did not quite see with them the 


| yearly accounts was a comparatively easy matter, but in a manufacturing 





advantage of that in making up the accounts, but had assumed that the whole 
sum would be charged by the gas company. They hoped they should be able 
to make better terms than that, and therefore the matter still remained open, 
The next point was the proposal in the report to hold annual instead of half- 
yearly meetings. The directors had carefully considered the matter, and 
they had come to the resolution that, inasmuch as the stocks were very much 
lighter in the summer than in the winter months, it would be of advantage 
to alter the existing arrangements, and for the future to have a meeting in 
the month of August only in each year, and to hold such meeting at the 
works, 80 as to give the shareholders the opportunity of seeing whut was 
jing on. 

Our ODLING seconded the motion for the adoption of the report, and said 
he had been so mixed up with the affairs referred to by the chairman between 
Mr. Guyatt and the late manager, that he thought he was bound to state 
to the meeting the result of his investigations. Profoundly impressed with 
the importance of having in the secretary an officer of unblemished reputa- 
tion, he had received the statements of the late manager with am»zement, 
and had most carefully examined into their truth or falsehood, the result 
being to convince him more strongly than ever that Mr. Guyatt wae entitled 
to the fullest confidence of the board and of the shareholders at large. 

Mr. Buss said that having been waited upon by a deputation from the 
men who had been discharged from the works, and having had an interview 
with the late manager, he had felt extremely nervous about the position of 
the company and the state of the works; but after the explanations just made, 
and paying a visit to the works, he was convinced that the statements made 
to him and the charges brought against the secretary were entirely groundless. 
He was glad to learn that the directors had determined to print and circulate 


policy of holding annual meetings only. 

The CHAIRMAN offered some further explanations, and the resolution was 
put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. BrapInG moved——* That after the meeting in August next there 
shall be but one meeting annually, to be held in the month of August, and 
that interim dividends shall be paid in February for the six months ending 
December, without a meeting of the shareholders.” 

Mr. Hammonp seconded the motion. 

Mr. Nicuotson said the directors had not come to the determination to 
recommend the holding of annual meetings without good and sufficient 
reason. In the case of gas companies, the Legislature usually prescribed the 
holding of half-yearly meetings of proprietors, and it was a most salutary 
regulation; and the same rule having hitherto been adopted in this company, 
it eught not to be departed from unless there were substantial advantages 
anticipated from the change. With a gas company, the making up of half- 


company like this it involved an amount of labour, expense, and inconveni- 
ence which was a serious matter. The mere taking of stock at the four 
factories required some considerable time, and especially if it had to be done 
in winter, when the days were at the shortest, the stocks at the heaviest, and 
trade the busiest. The directors felt that if it could be avoided con- 
sistently with their duty to keeping the shareholders sufficiently informed 
respecting their affairs, they ought to do eo, and this was their great object 
in recommending the change. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

On the motion of the CHARMAN, seconded by Mr. Purvis, Lord Alfred 
Spencer Churchill was re-elected a director. Dr, Fraser and Mr. Nicol were 

re-elected. 

Lord ALFRED CHURCHILL returned thanks. 

The shareholders auditor having been reappointed, 

Mr. Morrison moved a vote of thanks to the directors for their continued 
attention to the affairs of the company. 

It having been suggested by Mr. Morrison, Mr. Dwarber, and other share- 
holders, that the company should not allow the secretary to bea loser in 
pocket by the action he was compelled to bring against the late manager of 
the company, it was moved by Mr. Purvis, seconded by Mr. Buss, and re- 
solved unanimously—‘ That this meeting instruct the directors to indemnif: 
Mr. Guyatt from any costs or losses he may sustain in reference to the suit 
at law in the Court of Common Pleas brought by him to vindicate his cha- 
racter against the allegations of the late manager. And, further, that the 
thanks of the shareholders are due, and are hereby tendered to Mr. Guyatt, 
for the great services rendered by him to the company.”’ 

Mr. Guyarr said he felt very grateful to the shareholders for the kind ex- 
pression of their feeling conveyed in the resolution just adopted. It was 
doubly gratifying to him under the circumstances which had taken place 
since the last meeting, and placed him under additional obligations to the 
company, which he should endeavour to the utmost of his ability to discharge. 

The CHarrMan having acknowledged the vote of thanks to the directors 
the proceedings terminated. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Court ory Common Councit—GvILDHALL, THURSDAY, Fes. 25. 
At the Meeting of the Court this day—the Right Hon. the Lonp Mayor 
in the chair, 
Mr. Bontems brought up the following report from the Special Gas Com- 
mittee on the appointment of gas examiner for the City of London :-— 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of 
don, in Common Council assembled. 

We whose names are hereunto subscribed of your Special Gas Committee, to whom, 
on the 3rd day of December, 1868, it was referred to reconsider our report relative to 
the appointment of a gas examiner for the City of London, under the provisions of 
the City of London Gas Act, 1868, and to consider whether the increase of the 
number of testing-places from one to four does not render it necessary to increase 
the salary to be paid to the gas examiner for the City of London, and, should the 
committee be of that opinion, they be instructed to again advertise for candidates, 
and to select and submit to this court the names of two candidates, from whom the 
court shall select one—do certify that we duly proceeded therein. As the increase of 
the number of testing-places, by the order of the gae referees, to four would necessi- 
tate that the gas examiner should appoint assistants to carry on the necessary 
examination and testings, we are of opinion, and d, that the salary of the 
gas examiner to be appointed by your honourable court should be £500 a year. 

As we are also of — that, although a portion of the work must be performed 
by his assistant, he should be ee entirely ae pew for the testings of the 
illuminating power of the gas supplied to the City of London and the examination 
as to its purity, we therefore recommend that the gentleman who is appointed 
should be required, in addition to the duties defined by the Act of Parliament and 
by the instructions of the gas referees under its provisions— _ 

1. To make a return annually of the names of the several assistants employed by 
him, together with the salaries paid to them. F 

2. To undertake not to act for any metropolitan gas company without the consent 
of the corporation. 

To visit, as a rule, one or more of the Coating pleaee every night, in order that 
he may see that the testings are properly conducted. 

4. To make all the sulphur determinations himself, and keep a duplicate sample 
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of the condensed liquid of each testing, for verification by the. chief examiner, in 
case of digpute. 

5. To fill up by his own hand all forms of reports of the testings, and send them 
daily to the parties mentioned in the Act, 

6. To name a place in the City where the business transactions of the office are to 
be conducted. 

In accordance with the instruetions of your honourable court, we directed an 
advertisement to be inserted in the following newspapers, viz.— Times, Chemical 
News, Jounnat or Gas Lioutixe, Pharmaceutical Journal, Lancet, Observer, 
and City Press. 

In the advertisement it was stated that your committee were prepared to receive 
——— for the office of gas examiner to the City of London; also that the gas 
referees had appointed four testing-places, and that the gas examiner would be held 
di with 


solely responsible for the performance of the duties of the office, in 


great experience in election matters, but he could not so much rely upon his 
judgment ‘in other matters, and especially in one of the description then 
under consideration, for his friend had reeommended.a man for the appoint- 
ment who had been rejected by the court. He (Deputy Jones) supported the 
report of the committee, and said the best course for them to take waa at 
once to decide to appoint one of the two gentlemen who had been submitted 
to them for their approval. 


to fill up this appointment. The question had been before them now a very 
long time, and the sooner they came to a decision the better. 

Mr. Bencoueu wished to know whether the gentleman who might be 

inted to the office of gas examiner had the power to take .any other 





the provisions of the Act. 

i e also stated therein that the person to be appointed would be required to be 

'||of high standing as an analytical chemist, and to have had considerable experience 

‘{|in the examination of gas, both as to purity and illuminating power; that-your 

‘|| committee were prepared to r i to your honourable court that thesalary of 
the gas examiner should be £500 a year, such salary:to include ;all payments made 
by him to his assistants; and that two candidates would be selected, whose names 
8 be submitted to the court for one of such candidates to be elected to the 

omce, 

|| We further requested that the candidates would not canvass the members of your 

committee, 

Applications for the office were sent in by thirteen gentlemen, and were duly laid 
before us, and from these we selected the names of six, whom, from their testimonials 
and previous occupations, we considered duly qualified to fulfil the duties of the 
office, and we directed that these gentlemen should attend the committee, and that 
they should each be furnished with a copy of the ‘*Instructions for the Gas 
Examiner” issued by the gas referees, as wall as the requirements before alluded to 
in this report. 

These gentlemen accordingly attended, but one of them, previous to any further 
| examination of his testimonials, requested permission to be allowed to withdraw his 
| application, with which request we complied. 

We examined the remaining five candidates, as to their qualifications, &c., and 
| they all expressed their willingness to agree to the several requirements referred to. 

After a most careful investigation of the testimonials of these several candi- 
dates, we beg to recommend the two gentlemen whose names are hereinafter 
mentioned as duly qualified for the office of gas examiner for the City of London, in 
)order that, in accordance with the terms of the reference, your honourable court 
|may select one of them for that office—viz., Charles Heisch, Esq., F.C.S.; J. Whit- 
jmore, Esq., M.D. 
|. A copy of the ** Instructions” issued by the gas referees for the gas examiner is 
hereunto appended. 

We further recommend that the gentleman who may be selected by your honour- 
able.court be appointed to hold office until the next annual election of officers of the 
corporation, and thenceforward subject to annual election, in accordance with the 

| Standing orders of the court. 

In our report of the 3rd of December, 1868, we stated that we had instructed Mr. 
|F. Fewtrell to act as gas examiner pro tem., until such time as the gas examiner for 
|the City of London shoud be appointed, and he has continued to make the neces- 
/Sary testings since the Act.came into operation—viz., from the lst of October last. 

] Ye recommend that he should continue to perform these duties until the 

‘appointmentof the gas examiner is made by your honourable court, and that he 

should be remunerated for his services at the rate of £200 a year, such remunera- 
| = ne paid by the Commissioners of Sewers, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act. 

| All which we submit to the judgment of this honourable court. 

| Dated this 11th of February, 1869. 

| (Signed) 

| Mr. Bonrems, in moving the adoption of the report, said the committee 
were of opinion, and he agreed with them, that the salary of £500 per 

/annum was not too much, inasmuch as it would be necessary for the gentle- 

;man who was appointed to have three or four assistants. The salary of the 

gas referee appointed by the Board of Trade was £400 per annum, and his 

|duties would be by no means so onerous as those of the gas examiner of the 
|City. As to the recommendation made by the committee—Mr. Heisch and 
| Dr. Whitmore—for the final selection of the court, he could only say that the 

\committee had very carefully gone into the question, and the court would, 

by electing one of those gentlemen, have an officer who was perfectly com- 

petent to fuldi the duties of the appointment. He moved that the report be 
adopted, and that the election take place at the next meeting of the court. 

r. MrLLINGToN said one reason why he should oppose the report was, 

| that he considered the proposed salary was a great deal too much, and that 
opinion was greatly strengthened by an advertisement which appeared in the 

newspapers of that day, the Board of Works offering a salary of £100 for a 
similar officer. From all the information he had been able to obtain, he 
could not help thinking £100 a year was quite sufficient for the performance 
of the duties. Under these circumstances, he thought the report should be 
referred back to the committee for reconsideration, and he moved an amend- 
ment to that effect. 

Mr. Ricpy seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Dresser Rocens spoke in favour of the report, and expressed his 
desire that no more delay should arise in making the appointment, asthe 
Act of Parliament was in practical abeyance in consequence of the delay. 
He also concurred in the amount of salary. Looking at the fact that two or 
three assistants would be requisite, the amount actually received by the gas 
examiner woulc be ably 1 d. He also alluded to the remark 
made by the member who proposed the amendment, that the Board of Works 
had advertised for a gas examiner at a salary of £100 per annum, and 
stated that he did not concur in so small a salary, although it must be under- 
= that in that case there was only one testing-place appointed by the gas 
referees, 

Mr. R. N. Puwipps expressed a hope that the amendment would be with- 
drawn. Already a considerable amount of time had been lost, and the court 
ought at once to proceed to fill the appointment. 

Mr. Ricwarpson said he hoped the amendment would not be withdrawn: 
It might suit the convenience of some gentlemen to have the matter.settled 
off hand, but if the corporation wished to do what was right in so important 
a subject, they should give it some further consideration. For himself, he 
did{not believe the committee had made the best selection. One of the gentle- 
men recommended by the eommittee had no qualifications whatever for 
the appointment as a chemist. He could tell them that the chemical world 
outside the court were looking very watchfully at their proceedings, and the 
result would be scanned very at Io they ought to be very careful if they 
did not wish to be laughed at. He had certain evidence in his possession 
bearing upon this question, which, however, he should not further allude to, 
‘but he hoped sincerely they would send the matter back to the committee. 
He believed, from information-which had come to his knowledge, that the 
committee had selected candidates who were not thoroughly competent to 
perform the duties required of them. He knew that many people outside 
the court Jaughed at the choice they had made. He would say further that 
he believed the selection made was the result of the best canvassing, and 
this had led to the choice of men who were the least qualified for the ap- 
intment. He knew something of election matters, and he had no hesi- 
tion in saying that that was the result he had arrived at. 


Deputy Jonzs was quite ready to admit that Mr. Richardson had very 











J. F. Bonrems, and others. 














appointment. 
r. Bowrems said it was clearly understood that the gentleman should not 
accept office under.any of the gas companies, except with the distinct. approval 
of the court. 
Mr, Suurer supported the report, and availed himself of the opportunity 
to offer a few remarks upon what he considered the importance of the appoint- 
ment to be made. He felt the necessity for this in consequence of the pro- 
longed discussions which had taken :place in the court some time since. He 
feared there were many members who were impressed with the notion that 
high chemical qualifications were not necessary for the discharge of the duties 
in connexion with the appointment. He thought this was a mistake. 
was aware that anybody guided simply by the instructions issued by the gas 
referees might naturally come to the conclusion that a bond jide scientific 
qualification was unnecessary. The gas referees had issued a set of instruc- 
tions which any one possessing a mere superficial knowledge of chemistry 
might follow. The appointment in question must be made by the court 
entirely upon its own responsibility, a responsibility which they owed not 
simply to an Act of Parliament, but to the public, of whose interests they 
were the guardians. He therefore sincerely hoped the court would take the 
subject into their serious consideration, and would be guided in their seleo- 
tion only by the scientific attainments, chemical knowledge, and experience of 
the candidates. Let them imagine themselves in a difficulty, withthe gas com- 
panies opposed to themin a court of law, with a galaxy of talentaupporting them. 
Should they not then require the assistance of ane i analytical 
chemist, whose evidence would be authoritative; and when they remembered 
that the chemistry of gas.could not yet be considered.as completely under- 
stood, that their means for estimating illuminating power were most cer- 








tainly imperfect, and that their mode of detecting and measuring the worst 


vince the court that they required something more than an officer who could 
only blindly follow stereotyped rules. They required one who could help in 
extending their knowledge of the subject, who could assist in perfecting the 
means of estimating illuminating power, and of more correctly determini 
impurities; and one who could thus aid them would do much towar 
obtaining for the citizens that which it was the special object of the Act to 
provide—viz., good gas, honestly dispensed, at a fair price. 

Mr. F, Cox supported the report, and said that, so far as one of the gentle- 
men named was concerned, he was perfectly qualified to perform all the 
duties of the office, For himself, he did not consider the salary which it was 
proposed to give was any too much; and with regard to the offer of ‘the 
Board of Works of a salary of £100 a year for a gas examiner, it must be 
remembered that in the City there would be four testing-places, and it 
would be impossible that the duties could be performed without assistance. 

The amendment was put, and negatived by a large majority, and the 
report was adopted almost unanimously. 





DEPUTATION TO THE BoaRD oF TRADE. 

On Saturday, Feb. 20, a deputation from the eight metropolitan gas com- 
panies not subject to the Gas Act of last session, nor promoting Sages bills 
in Parliament this year, had an interview with the Right Hon. John Bright, 
at the office of the Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, in reference to the 
notice given by the late Government of a bill to regulate the supply of gas 
to the metropolis. The deputation was introduced by the Hon. Arthur Kin- 
naird, M.P., and was accompanied by Mr. Cowan, M.P., Mr. A. W. Young, 
M.P., Mr. Craufurd, M.P., Mr. Cawiey, M.P., Mr. Russell, M.P., Mr. Ste- 
phenson, M.P., and Mr. Candlish, M.P. The deputation consisted of the 
following directors:—Mr. Martelli aa. ‘Mr. Horner (Pheonix), Mr. 
Nicholson ag Consumers), Mr. Hall (London), Mr. Wilson (Commercial), 
Mr. Reynolds (Independent), Mr. Russell (Western), Mr. Holdship (Equit- 
able), Mr. Wilson (Ratcliff), and Mr. Andrews, secretary (Equitable), Mr. 
Boddy, secretary, and Mr. Finlay, engineer (Surrey Consumers). 





THE CAMP SEWAGE MANURE FARM AT ALDERSHOT. 


One of the most important, because one of the most conclusive, experiments 
et made with sewage as an irrigating manure has, after three years, been 
rought toa wire | satisfactory result on the most arid of all the sand 

plains which stretch in stony barrenness beyond the confines of the Nor 
Camp at Aldershot. There are few subjects which have excited more .con- 
troversy among great theoretical chemists than the money value of sewage 
manure as a great fertilizing agent for agricultural purposes. Some of the 
highest authorities have pronounced it valueless, and some of the highest 
authorities also have pronounced it invaluable. The particles held in sus- 
pension—that is to say, the solid matter, which, of course, included filth of 
all descriptions—was at one time held to be all that was useful and fer- 
tilizing ; while by others it was asstrongly maintained that only the particles 
held in solution—that is, in a liquid state—had any value at all. By these 
latter the solid manure of sewage was regarded as the leaves, the liquid 
manure as the tea. To do farmers some justice, however, they have from 
the very first strenuously supported the eS of the great value of liquid 
sewage for the irrigation and fertilization of almost all kinds of green crops, 
Some few practical attempts have been made to utilize it, though on a small 
scale, but always with the same result—viz., to show that millions of 
gallons of sewage which might be made actual sources of wealth to the farmers 
in the neighbourhood of great tpwns were not only being daily wasted, but 
wasted in the most noxious manner, by poisoning our atmosphere and pol- 
luting our rivers. But the only two actually great practical experiments 
which have yet been tried, and tested by the severest of all tests—that of 
the balance-sheet—are the sewage farms at agg oy the new sew: 
farm at Aldershot, to-which we are now referring. th areof nearly the 
same size, and both are conducted on very much the same principles, and 
beth start from the same basis—that of making liquid sewage their only 
source for irrigation and fertilization. Without, however, detracting from 
the gveat results which have been achieved at Barking, it is only fair to say 
that the operators commenced their work on meadows which for years = 








have been good grassland. But the soil on -which the experiment has 
made at Aldershot has nothing whatever in common with that of Barking. 


Mr. PeDLER supported the report, and-urged the court to proceed at once’ 


impurity—sul phur—was not satisfactory, he felt he had said enough to con- |: 
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An analysis of its constituents shows it to be worse even than. the Maplin 
Sands. It wasa mere: tract of sand covered with large flints, of irregular 
level, and broken. here and there with sandy knolls on which small clumps 
of heather were sparsely strewn. The component parts of the soil were still 
less hopeful. It contained no less. than 95 per cent. of silica, 3 per cent. of 
protoxide of iron, which is almost. poison to vegetation, and 2 per cent. of 
the vegetable refuse of withered heather. The stony desert itself would 
have seemed preferable: as a farming investment compared to this land; yet, 
extraordinary as it may appear, this once hungry wilderness is now a rich 
and thriving farm, and the reclamation, or rather formation, has all been 
aecomplished in three years, and all with the sole aid of liquid sewage and 
careful and scientific farming. 

A stony desert this portion of the camp environs would, no doubt, have 
remained. till this: very day but that in the course of time improvements 
came upon the ground.. The cesspools in the South Camp were found to be 
intolerable and unhealthy nuisanees, so, as the permanent barracks at the 
South Camp were beimg drained, it was determined to drain the South 
Camp'too, his was done, but what was not done was to provide for the 
disposal of the sewage, which cost the Government some £1200 or £1500:a 

ear to get.rid of, and which, after all the processes of disinfeeting and deo- 

orizing, was still found to be so bad as to lead to an injunction in Chancery 
being got to prevent its being run into the waters of the river Blackwater, 
which it polluted. In these straits, Mr. Jas. Blackburn, a Scotch gentleman 
farmer of great experience, and with ample means, came to the assistance of 
the camp authorities, and offered to convert the stony desert we have men- 
tioned into a farm, if the camp sewage was given to him to be used in his 
own way, and the land leased to him for 16 years. These terms were atonce 
aceepted, and Lord de Grey, when at the War Office three years ago, gave 
all the aid in his power towards carrying out the plan. 

The mode'in which all the p are effected is in the highest degree 
simple. The site of the farm, which is 100 acres in a ring fence, is in the 
flat bottom of a valley many feet below the South Camp and South Camp 
permanent barracks, and at a distance from them of abouttwo miles. From 
these spots the sewage is brought in 18-inch pipes, laid at a general incline 
of about 25 feet toa mile. The incline, however, is by no means uniform, 
and in some cases is so slight that the sewage moves very sluggishly through 
them. ‘The pipes, too, are considered too large in their diameter, and as not 
giving sufficient scour to bring down all the sewage with them. In this 
manner it is conducted to the entrance of the Camp Farm, just on the south 
side of the Basing-toke Canal. An excellent provision is made for the over- 
flow of the sterm water of heavy rains, which is diverted from the main 
sewage in another direction. At the Camp Farm Mr. Blackburn takes 
charge of it, and conducts it in 5-inch pipes, laid at a quick incline, to the 
edge of the lands to be irrigated. A small 10-horse power engine, with a 
— pump, is sometimes used for raising the sewage to the higher 
evels, 

To prepare this little desert for the reception of the manure required no 
little time and labour. All the knolls had to be levelled, the cart tracks 
filled up, and whole acres laid at a gentle incline, sufficient to make the 
sewage flow from its own gravitation down between the ridges of the sands 
to be manured. The levelling was the longest process, if not the chief one, 
for when this was done all was ready. The sandy soil, with its crust of 
ferruginous earth below, was first broken up with a six-horse plough, turning 
a cube of soil about 14 inches by 16 inches, After this a subsoil plough 
was driven through it to a depth of from 6 to 10 inches, and 50 acres of 
land being thus prepared, it was irrigated or rather saturated with the 
sewage. About 170,000: gallons or 790 tons of sewage come from the camp 
each twenty-four hours, This, as it arrives» from camp, is carried by the 
pipes into large settling-pits, where the solid matter almost instantly de- 

its itself, and from there the liquid sewage which remains above is let off 
into the fields as they are now, but which three years ago were dry, stony 
wastes. The amount of solid deposits which accumulate in these settling- 
pits is trifling when compared with the vast bulk of sewage which passes 
through them. At the end of a year, when some 275,000 tons of sewage 
had passed through them, not more than 250 loads, or about 300 tons, 
remained in them. This solid matter is found to be of very little value as a 
fertilizer. Nearly 100 tons were placed on one acre-—that is to say it was 
all covered to the depth of nearly 2 inches with the solid matter, which was 
all turned in by the plough, yet the yield from this acre, which was planted 
with potatoes, was below the average of the acres tilled only with the 
sewage manure. After the manure has passed through these pits, when the 
absence of velocity in the current of the water allows the solid matter to 
settle almost instantly, the liquid was, in the first year, run off on the first 
50 acres prepared. For the first year these 50 acres of thirsty sand took 
every drop of the camp sewage at the rate of 170,000 gallonsaday. No 
ae drainage of the land was necessary, for the sand absorbed almost all it 
could get. By the end of a year it was fit for sowing with Italian rye-grass, 
a green fodder which seems to thrive more abundantly in this country even 
than in “.- and which produces its abundant crops five or six times in a 
summer. The land was laid out in the old Scotch drill system, and the 
liquid manure let flow through 12-inch gulleys about 20 yards apart. These 
at short lengths were dammed with clay, so that as the sewage overflowed 
the land on either side was saturated with the manure. In this way the 
whole was A continuous dressing was given the first year, as we 
have said; three dressings were given next year, and only two last year. 
This year it is believed that the rye-grass will do with only one. 

As the reclaimed lands require less sewage, other barren wastes are 
brought under the influence of the surplusage, and got ready in a like 
manner. Thus there are now 75 acres under cultivation at Camp Farm, 
and before the end of next year the whole 95 acres will be bearing green 
crops. It is green crops especially that Mr. Blackburn produces. Cereals, 
he thinks, can be got more abundantly and as cheaply from abroad, and that 
the real object of the English farmer should be to rear as many green crops 
as possible, with a view to cheapening meat and milk. Thus, last year, when 
hay has been wanting, no less than six crops of Italian rye-grass have been 
a from. the Camp Farm, and all of the most luxuriant kind. The 

ret was cut on the 11th of April, the second on the 26th of May, the third 
on the 25th of June, the fourth on the 22nd of July, the fifth at the end of 
August, and the sixth in October.. The yield of the year has been on the 
‘average from 10 to 12 tons per acre. Itissold on the ground, at prices 
“varying from 18s, to 22s. a load. 
| An absurd prejudice used to exist against the use of this fodder, which is 
‘new, like most other prejudices, fast a The highest veterinar 
‘authorities have pronounced it to be among the best possible food for mile 
/kine, and for ailing or wreblg, bemase almost invaluable. When meant for 
}eow food it is cut shorter, at the rate of about six crops a year; for horses it 
is, allowed to grow stronger, and only four crops are cut. The four horse 
| erops, eut. last: year on Mr. Blackburn’s Camp Farm have averaged more than 
2 feet 6 inches in length, and one exceptional crop was above 4 feet high. 











‘This crop retains the moisture of the manure longer than any. After being 





two. years under [talian rye-grass, Mr. Blackburn sows table turnips, swedes, 
cabbages, and potatoes. e latter require very little of the sewage manure 
after the ground is once prepared. Gas lime from the gas-works, after about 
a twelvemonth’s exposure to the air, is used as a top.dressing, and’ super- 
phosphate of lime is also laid before the potatoes, which, with these cheap 
aids, bear well and healthily, yielding about 6 or 7 tous to the acre, of 
which about 4 tons per acre are marketable. 

One of. Mr. Blackburn’s great secrets is to get the liquid manure on to. the 
land as soon as possible. Sewage very rapidly decomposes when exposed to 
the air, and with its decomposition and evaporation of its gases half its 
fertilizing elements are lost. A decomposed liquid manure he considers as 
almost injurious to the land. When the channels of liquid sewage flow 
about the Camp Farm there is little or no unpleasant smell, except close by 
the ducts themselves, and even there it putehes more of the scent of strong, 
ammonia than anything else. The unpleasant smell chiefly hangs about 
the small space of the settling-pools where the solid matter is deposited. 
For the rye-grass the manures containing ammonia and phosphoric acid are 
found to be the best, and for potatoes and bulbous roots generally those 
containing potash are most useful. 

Thus, in the space of three years, this, which used to be poisonous matter, 
has been turned by skill into one of the most useful and fertilizing agents 
that has ever been placed at the disposal of the agriculturist; and' while 
the soil reaps the benefits of getting back the vegetable constituents which 
it has given forth, the camp authorities at Aldershot are saved all trouble 
and expense, and cease to pollute all the dykes and rivers round them. In 
plain terms, sewage, which used to be an endless trouble to get rid of, is 
now likely, when properly applied, to be a source of continued prosperity to 
farmers who use it properly, even over the poorest lands. No greater proof 
of its success can be afforded than by the spectacle of the Camp Farm at 
Aldershot, which in three years has been reclaimed from a sandy waste 
into a flourishing homestead. 





Dr. Wairmore’s Report on THE QUALITY oP TRE WATER suUP+ 
PLreD in St. MARYLEBONE, IN Janvary, 1869:— 











Total Solid Matterinde- |* Loss by Incineration of 
grees or grains per Solid Matter in pre- Am- 
Jauvany Imperial gallon, vious column, monia. 
Jau., 1868. Jan., 1869.| Jan., 1868. Jan., 1860. 
Distilled Water . . | ae | 0? 0° ° 0° 
West Middlesex water de 19°16 be 0°80 _ 
Grand Junction water ee 20°16 % 0°96 j— 








* The loss by incineration represents the amount of organie and other volatile 
matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000 grains) of water. 


Dr. WuiTmMore's REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
Sr. MARYLEBONE, IN JANUARY, 1869:— 


Mean Pressure in 




















Illuminating Power in Ese 
Sperm Candles. l0thsof aninch.| 3 ™ 
x —___}| gas 
; | l <35 
JANUARY. *Mean off | o 
Obser- | Highest.’ Lowest. | Highest.; Lowest.| $%2 
vations. | } =a 
| 
Imperial Co.’sgas. .| 15°31 | 16°00 | 14°52 | 21-47 | 8-68 | 28°64 
Chartered Co.’s com- | 
mongas . . . .| 14°46 15°43 13°85 38°46 | 12°73 31°48 
Chartered Co.’s cannel | | 
Oe. « « » | 20°43 20°86 20°12 43°50 | 10°43 26°65 








* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the photometer. 


During the month the Imperial Company’s Gas gave a mean illuminating! 


power equal to rather more than 15 candles, or 274 per cent. in excess of the 
parliamentary standard as at present applies to this . Onee it exceeded 
16 candles. Its pressure at times was very low, owing partly to this 
cause, partly to the insufficient diameter of the pipes and fittings in many 
houses, and partly also to the bad condition of the burners, complaints were 
not unfrequently made to me of what was termed the bad quality of the gas, 
when in reality the insufficiency of light was occasioned by the causes above! 
stated. The mean quantity of sulphur contained in 100 cubic feet of this gas 
amounted to 28°64 grains. Ammonia was always present, but the ordinary’ 
test failed to detect im any single instance the presence of sulphuretted 
hydrogen. The mean intensity of light from the common gas of the Chartered 
Company was equal to about 14} candles, or rather more than 3 per cent. in 
excess of the standard, as directed by the City Gas Act of last session for the 
current year, On three occasions it exceeded 15 candles, and once only it 
fell below the standard. The mean amount of sulphur in 100 cubic feet of 
this gas was 31°48 grains. Ammonia was always found, but no trace of 
sulphuretted hydrogen. The cannel gas gave a mean light of rather less 
than 204 candles, or about 2 per cent. more than what is required by law, the 
quantity of sulphur per 100 cubic feet amounted to 26°65 grains. In this gas 
also ammonia was invariably present, but it was altogether free from any 
trace of sulphuretted hydrogen. The pressure of this, as well as of the common 
gas of the company, was very good. Referring to the excess of sulphur con- 








tained in these three gases, and which exists in the form of bisulphide of 
carbon, it is important to notice that the City Gas Act of last session leaves it 
to the gas referees “ to ascertain from time to time with what degree of purity 
each pany ean r bly be required to make and supply gas continuously 
without occasioning a nuisance to the neighbourhood in which the works are/ 
situated, and shall therefore certify the maximum amount of impurity in 
each form with which the gas so supplied shall be charged,” &c., &c. The 
gas referees do not, however, in their instructious recently issued, certify to 
the quantity of sulphur allowable in a given quantity of gas, and until that 
is done, be the amount what it may, no penalties can be enforced, although 
they do specify the apparatus to be used for the present im detecting it, and 
which is known as ‘‘ Letheby’s Sulphur Test.” Having regard to the highly 
noxious and deleterious character of the sulphur as it is given off in the com~ 
bustion of coal gas, it is, in my opinion, very important that the question ef 

uantity allowable should be determined with as little delay as ble, and’ 
that such quantity should be as small as is consistent with the means at 
present known and available for the purification of gas. 


Ipswich GasticuT Company.—The annual meeting of fhis company 
was held at the Mechanics Institution, on Monday, Feb. 15, William Bunny} 








Esq., in the chair, The report stated that in compliance with the resolutions 
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of the extraordinary general meeting of the shareholders, held on the 17th 
of Fe last, the two hundred shares then created were offered to the 
public by auction, when the net premium realized by the sale amounted to 
£789 9s. The cost of diverting the old Gas- Works Road, referred to in the 
last report, had amounted to the sum of £512 5s., which has been carried to 
| the debit of the establishment account. During the ioe year new mains 
|have been laid in Anglesea Road, Woodbridge Road, Cauldwell Hall Road, 
| St. Helen’s Street, Burrell Road, and Willoughby Road, the cost of which 
| has been carried to the debit of the establishment account. The profit and 
| loss account showed a balance in favour of the company of £4868 93., which 
| balance was considerably augmented by the profit realized on the sale of the 
\new shares. The directors recommended that a dividend at the rate of 10 per 
hat be paid oe the old shares, and 7} per cent. upon the new shares ; and 
| 
{ 





that the sum of £500 be placed to the credit of the fund for the depreciation 
and renewal of the meters on hire, and that the balance be carrie 
to the new profit and loss account. The directors sincerely regretted the 
death of the Rev. Stephen Croft, one of the earliest amongst the promoters 
of the undertaking. William Alexander, Esq., has been elected to fill the 
vacancy thus occasioned in the direction. The report further stated: ‘‘ By 
the 1ith section of the Ipswich Gas Act, 1864, the company are required 
_ to furnish instruments for testing the illuminating power of the gas, in some 
| convenient building to be provided by the Local Board of Health, at a 
| distance not greater than three-quarters of a mile from the gas-works. The 
| apparatus has been py and fixed in the basement of the New Town- 
and although the site selected by the local board considerably exceeds 
the distance specified by the Act of Parliament, the daily testing has proved 
that the supplied to the public has on no occasion been below the 
standard of 14 sperm candles.’ On the motion of the chairman, the report 
and accounts were received and adopted, and the dividend recommended 
by the directors was declared. The retiring directors and auditor were re- 
appointed ; and a vote of thanks to the chairman closed the proceedings. 

Boventon Gas Company.—The annual meeting of the shareholders of 
the Boughton Blean Gas and Coke Company, Limited, was held at the 
George Inn, on Tuesday evening, Feb. 16. Mr. W. Broadbridge presided, 
and there were also present Mr. J. Tassell, Mr. T. J. Plommer, Mr. G. H. 
Coulson, Mr. W. Judges, &c. The directors report that the profits on the 
last year’s operations amounted to £70 17s. 114d., out of which they proposed 
to declare a dividend on the paid-up capital of £5 per cent., free of income- 
tax, and to carry the balance to next year’s profit and loss account. The 
chairman, in moving the adoption of the report, said that the rental had 
increased from £162 9s. 5d. in 1859, to £247 19s. 24d., and as it was 4}d. 
less this year than last, he was afraid there was not likely to be any further 
increase. He also remarked that the buildings and works were in good order, 
and that nothing would be required but new retorts. The report was 
unanimously —e The directors who retired by rotation—viz., Messrs. 
W. Broadbridge, T. J. Plommer, and B. Gough, were re-elected, and Mr. 
Joseph Royie was appointed a director in the place of Mr. F. Rogers, who 
retired. Wonrs. Davis and Welborne were elected auditors, and the pro- 
ceedings terminated with the usual yote of thanks to the chairman and 
directors. 

TunBRipGe Gas Company.—The thirty-third annual oo meeting of 
the Tunbridge Gas Company was held at the Rose and Crown Hotel, on 
Monday last, at twelve o'clock at noon. A. T. Beeching, Esq., occupied the 
chair. The accounts for the year ending Dec. 31, 1868, having been audited 
and found correct, a printed copy of which had been previously forwarded 
to each shareholder, they were submitted to the meeting for consideration, 
and, on a resolution carried nem. con,, they were allowed and passed. Not- 
withstanding that a sum of £1000 has been, during the past year, expended 
in increasing the accommodation at the works and the enlargement and 
extension of mains, a dividend of 15s. per share, equal to 7} per cent., was 
declared and ordered to be paid to the shareholders. The retiring directors 


forward 


were reappointed; and a vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the 
proceedings. 


Sovurn Su1eips Gas Company.—The annual meeting of the shareholders 
of this company was held on Friday, the 26th ult., at the offices, South 
Shields. R. Wallis, Esq., the chairman of the company, presided, and in his 
opening remarks showed that the company was in a most satisfactory and 
— condition. The directors were in favour of advancing the salary of 

e engineer to £300 a year; and they also recommended an increase of the 
salary of the secretary, who was a valuable and painstaking officer. The 
report was adopted, and a dividend was declared of 4} per cent. on the 
original capital and 3} per cent. on the new capital for the half year. On the 
motion of Mr. Hewison, seconded by Dr. Armstrong, the salary of the 
secretary was advanced from £180 to £200 a year. The resignation of Mr. 
Alderman Potts as auditor was accepted. The directors and auditor having 
been elected, the meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the chairman. 


Diynzz To Mr. Jonn SomerRvitte.—On Tuesday, the 16th of February, 
Mr. John Somerville, of Maidstone, was entertained at a banquet, provided 
by a few of his friends, at the Bridge House Hotel, London Bridge—Mr. A. 

illiams occupying the chair, and Mr. R. Darney the vice-chair. The occasion 
was deemed a fitting one to take leave of Mr. Somerville before his departure 
to Ireland, he having been ——— engineer to the Dublin Alliance Gas 
Company. In the course of the chairman’s remarks, when proposing the 
health of the guest of the evening, he referred to some interesting remi- 
niscences in the life of Mr. Somerville, and in eulogistic terms bore testi- 
mony to his success as an engineer, and to his genial and general friendly 
character. The vice-chairman also feelingly adverted to the fact of bis 
having enjoyed the friendship of Mr. Somerville for a period of 25 years, 
during which time, although various vicissitudes of life and changes of cir- 
cumstances had occurred, no change had taken place in the still warm 
attachment of his sincere friend. Mr. G. Anderson, Mr. H. P. Stephenson, 
Mr. J. Romans, and other gentlemen enlivened the evening with spirited ad- 
dresses, and altogether the occasion was one of peculiar interest and happi- 
ness, and will doubtless long live in the memories of all who were present. 


ANOTHER ACCIDENT FROM THE LEAKAGE OF A SLIDING PENDANT.—The 
well-known hotel near Castle Howard, Yorkshire, was the scene of a destruc- 
tive explosion early on Tuesday, Feb. 9, in which two servants had most 
remarkable escapes, one girl being forced nearly 40 yards. It appears the 
housemaid opened the bar, a large and lofty room, and lit a fire, observing at 
the time a strong smell of gas. It would seem that gas had been escaping all 
night from the chandelier, and that the upper space was fully charged. Con- 
trary to custom, the girl omitted to open the window. She had left the room 
for a second or two, when, on turning into the long corridor towards the 
kitchen, a tremendous explosion ensued, and the girl was carried forward as 
fast as she could run, with a sensation of an immense fire behind her, right 
down the outer flight of - into the park. The explosion had blown out 
three doors, and through all these openings the girl was carried, the outer 
door being thrown down the steps into the park, although 30 yards from the 








: explosion. As the blast went on it carried away everything in its course, and 


drove them against the farthest walle, or out at the doors. In the kitchen 
the kitchen-girl was working, and the things she held were all thrown towards 
the open chimney. Strange to say both these girls are no worse. As for the 
bar itself, everything was fired, and even the paper on the walls burnt. A 
mirror over the fireplace is the only thing not injured. The window, 
together with others near, was demolished, and scarcely a room in that wing 
of the house has escaped without broken glass or displaced doors. Up- 
stairs, also, the evidences of the explosion are found in plenty. It is believed 
the accident was the result of a want of water in the slide of the pendan 
which permitted the escape of gas from the top. The hotel narrowly escap 
being burnt. 


Protection To LEAD Warer-Piprs.—Public attention has often been 
directed to the dangers attending the use of lead pipes for the distribution of 
water. It is quite certain that some waters do dissolve traces of lead. The 
water obtained on board ships by the distillation of sea water has been 
observed to contain lead, when a worm of this metal has been used in its 
condensation. A description of a pipe invented by M. Hamon promises to 
obviate the chance of this contamination. M. Hamon makes use of a leaden 
pipe covered with tin. The covering of tin is not obtained by merely fusing 
tin on the surface of the lead, but by the simultaneous drawing out of two 
concentric cylinders of lead and tin. This operation in made by means of an 
hydraulic press under an enormous pressure, and the result is a homogeneous, 
compact, and unalterable material, which it would be impossible to obtain by 
other means. Pipes of this description are also far preferable to lead pipes 
for the conveyance of gas in houses. The ingenious invention of M. Hamon 
has been the object of several favourable reports from the Council of Public 
Health for the Seine, the Academic Society of Nantes, the Director of Naval 
Architecture, and several engineers.—Paris Correspondent of the Chemical 

ews. 








Begtster of New Patents, 


1996.—AnpREw AINsLIc Common, of South Bank, Regent's Park, in the co, 
of Middlesex, for “ Improvements in the manufacture of stench-traps for 
sinks and drains.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated June 20, 
1868. 

These improvements apply to the manufacture of traps, formed by a re- 

ceiving basin or bowl in the centre of the body, into which bowl dips a piece 

supported on the upper rim of the said body, and it is proposed to cast the 

body outlet and dip of one pieee, and to join the bowl to the body in the 

casting of the latter. 


2006.—Rosert Austin and Witu1AM Kerr Austin, both of Glasgow, in 
the co. of Lanark, N.B., for “ Improvements in rotatory engines and pumps.” 
Patent dated June 22, 1868. 

This invention is not described apart from the drawings. 


2029.—BrenJAMIN THEOPHILUS MoorE, of Elm Lodge, Spring Grove, Isle- 
worth, in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “‘ New or impro = 
paratus for " waneeey water-pipes from injury by frost.” Patent dated 
June 24, 1868. 
This invention consists, first, in the application to water-pipes of an appa- 
ratus consisting of one or more taps, cocks, or valves, with weighted arms 
or levers, so constructed and arranged in connexion with a glass vessel con- 
taining water that, on the breaking of such vessel by the freezing of the 
water therein, the taps, cocks, or valves close the communication between 
the water-pipe and the main, and open an escape branch or aperture, so as 
to allow the water to flow out of such pipe, substantially as and for the pur- 
poses set forth. Second, the application to cisterns or tanks of a plug or 
valve suspended in such manner over the opening of the service-pipe, by 
means of a glass tube or vessel containing water, that, on the breaking of 
such tube or vessel, by the freezing of the water therein, the plug or.valve 
falls into or upon and closes the opening of the service-pipe, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. Third, combining with such plug or valve 
apparatus a tap, cock, or valve fixed in an escape branch upon the lower 
part of the service-pipe, and having a weighted arm connected to a glass 
tube or vessel containing water, and arranged in such manner that, at or about ; 
the same time that the aforesaid plug closes the upper end of the branch, 
the escape branch shall be opened and allow the water to flow out of the 
pipe, substantially as and for the purposes set forth. 


2059.—ANDREW THomsoN, of the town and co. of Southampton, plumber, 
for “ Improvements in water-closets.” Patent dated June 26, 1868. 

This invention consists in constructing water-closets, in which a disc-valve, 

which closes the bottom of the pan, is moved on one side clear of the pan, 

when a handle in the seat, or other position, is moved in a curved slot, or 

otherwise; while by the same movement a valve for admitting a supply of 

water to the flush-pipe is opened, and the pan is thus flushed. 


2065.—Paut Rapsey Hones, of 10, Adam Street, Adelphi, in the parish 
of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for 
“ Improvements in and —_— of the use of hydrocarbonaceous fluids 
in combination with highly attenuated or superheated steam, for the pur- 
poses of smelting, melting, reheating, and working of metals, glass,  <_— 
or calcareous materials.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated 
June 27, 1868. ' 
These improvements relate to the application and use of hydrocarbons, 
such as gas tar, petroleum, or paraffin, or any of their combinations, or 
roducts arising from them in their manufacture, to be used separately or 
in combination, and rendered fluid by heat or otherwise, and used in com- 
bination with attenuated or superheated steam through and by means of 
compound jets, annular or any other shape, wherein the steam and hydro- 
carbons are brought together at the same time in their proper equivalents 
to produce proper combustion. If for smelting or melting purposes for any 
of the metals, a com:ound jet (as above described) is inserted, in com- 
bination with or in close proximity to the “tuyre” holes or blast, or 
separate apertures may be made especially for these jets, so that the flame 
and heat arising from the combination and combustion of these two 
elements may unite and commingle with the other combustibles of the fur- 
nace or cupola, and reduce the “ charge.” 
The invention also consists in the application and use of these compound 
jets to and for the various purposes mentioned in the title. 


2067.—IsHam Baaos, of High Holborn, in the co. of Middlesex, practical 
chemist, and Frepertck Brasy, of Camberwell, in the co. of Surrey, 
gentleman, for “Improvements in the extrication and condensation of 
ammonia, and in the manufacture of ammoniacal salts.” Patent dated 
June 27, 1868. 

The first part of this invention consists in blowing atmospheric air or 
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carbonic acid, or other gas capable of carrying the ammonia forward, 
through a solution of ammonia contained in a close vessel, and then 
causing the air or gas so charged with ammonia to blow or pass through a 
metallic or saline solution capable of arresting the ammonia, and of being 
decomposed thereby, and so forming the various ammoniacal salts. The 
blast of air or gas may be either hot or cold, and it may be delivered in 
any convenient manner, either through an open pipe, or a pipe surface or 
diaphragm perforated with holes, or in any other way adapted to increase 
and extend the contact between the air or gas and the solution containing 
the ammonia. The crude ammoniacal solution, which may be derived 
from any suitable and available source, as gas or bone liquor or other 
chemical preparation, should be mixed with lime or other base or materia! 
capable of setting the ammonia free, and the liquor from which it is to be 
extricated should be heated to 120° Fahr., or upwards, in order to diminish 
its solubility in water, and render its liberation more easy. A close boiler 
or still of any suitable kind may contain the crude ammoniacal solution. 
From the upper part of this boiler or still a pipe (open at both ends) 
passes or dips into the saline or metallic solution contained in a second 
vessel or receiver, and which is open above to the atmosphere. By means 
of a pump, bellows, or other suitable contrivance, atmospheric air or gas, 
as first referred to, is thus blown through the ammoniacal liquor in the 
still, and thence the air or gas, loaded with the volatile alkali, passes by 
the upper pipe before mentioned into and through the solution in the 
second vessel, where the ammonia is instantly arrested and fixed and the 
salts formed, the air itself passing out into the amy ype If necessary, 
the ammonia may be purified before passing into the metallic solution. 
When carbonic acid or other gas, as before referred to, is used, it is obtained 
|from any convenient source, and blown through the two vessels before 
mentioned in a similar way and under similar circumstances, or it may be 
| generated and then forced through under its own pressure. 

In the second part of the invention a vacuum, or partial vacuum, is 
formed and used instead of pressure by means of a bellows, force-pump, or 
other suitable contrivance adapted to the purpose. In this case the induc- 
tion-pipe of the still is closed, and the second vessel is closed also, the same 
having no communication with the atmosphere except by means of an 
exhaust-pump, every other part of the apparatus being closed except the 
pipe between the two vessels and the exhaust-pump. The pump is worked 

y any suitable power, and the air, being thns exhausted from the two 
vessels, by its elastic\force rushes from the first vessel or still into the 
second vessel or receiver, producing, as it blows into the liquid, the decom- 
position of the salt and the fixation of the volatile alkali, as already 
described. 

Although only metallic or saline solutions are mentioned as being con- 
tained in the second vessel or receiver, yet acids or even cold water may be 
used, but not generally with such advantage. When water is used as the 
condensing material in the receiver, a strong solution of ammonia may be 
obtained, but the result is rendered more perfect and facile by the employ- 
ment of ice instead of water in the receiver. 


2079.—SamueL Hannan, of Haughton-le-Skerne, near Darlington, in the 
co. of Durham, engineer, for “ Certain improvements in luid-meters.” 

Patent dated June 29, 1868. 
The nature of this invention consists in the combination of a piston 
working segmentally to and fro in an annular chamber, with a double 
" moapy working in a section of the same annular chamber, or in a straight 
ine ; also in the arrangements and construction of [es valves, and 
lescribed apart from 








indicators applicable thereto. The invention is not 
the drawings. 


2084.—ALFRED Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for “Improvements in liquid-meters.” 
A communication. Patent dated June 29, 1868. 

These improvements in liquid-meters relate to the use of two double- 

acting cylinders, two pistons, and two valves, with corresponding parts, 

the whole so arranged that the valve or valve-stem belonging to the ons 


,| cylinder and piston forms the guide for the other piston, and moves with 
|| it, and vice verséd. The pistons thus arranged are packed with elastic rolls. 


The invention also includes a new balanced sleeve-valve and a new and 
improved mode of transforming the reciprocating motion taken from the 
moving parts into the rotary motion given to the registering apparatus. It 
| also combines the advantages of a double crank meter without its disad- 





|| vantages, and the moving of the valves directly by the pistons. Also the 


|| use of a crank-shaft, thus arran, 


for moving the registering wheels, and 
'also a mode of forming the fluid-tight joints of the valves by means of 


|| rubber rolls, which cheapens their construction, and admits of the passage 
|| of impurities without injury. 





| 


2088.—Wint1AM Rosert Lake, of Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “An ¢ 
apparatus for generating and burning the vapour of naphtha.” A com- 
munication. Patent dated June 29, 1868. 

| This invention relates to an apparatus for cooking and similar purposes, 

which is heated by burning gas or vapour produced from petroleum, 

naphtha, benzine, or other inflammable liquids, which gas is mingled with 

the vapour of water and with atmospheric air at the time of combustion. 


|| It is preferred to use a liquid obtained at the first running in the distilla- 


tion of petroleum. This liquid is colourless and highly inflammable, 
and has a specific gravity of from 72° to 75°. By the application 
of heat to a tube filled with this liquid it is converted into gas, which, 
when properly combined with the vapour of water and atmospheric 


|; air, burns freely, giving a strong and steady leat without smoke or odour 
|| of any kind, 


he reservoir containing this liquid should be a at 
some distance from the stove wherein the vapour is burned, and higher 
than the burners. The said stove may be provided with one or any 
desired number of burners, each of which is connected with the reservoir 
by a tube, whereby the said liquid is conducted to the said burners. Each 
tube is curved or bent in such a manner that the burner stands 
immediately under a part of the tube which lies horizontally, This 
horizontal part may contain a quantity of fine wire compactly coiled or 
twisted, an: this wire forms a large heating surface for the liquid. A cup 
or basin for containing water is arranged below each burner. The pipes 
or tubes are provided with cocks or valves, whereby the supply of the 
— to each burner may be regulated. 
he nuture of the invention consists chiefly in the means for preventing 
the destructive action of the heat upon the gas-generating chamber or 
tube, in constructing such chamber of metal which is not subject to rapid 
carbonization, and in providing the stove with means for preventing the 
loss of the waste liquid. 
In cari ying this invention into practice it is preferred to use a portable 
stove supported upon a stand at a convenient height from the floor. The 
said stove is preferably constructed of cast iron with a flat top, which is 





| 





provided with apertures and moveable covers to support cooking utensils o/ | 
various sizes. The burners are arranged below these apertures in the body | 
of the stove, whose sides are perforated to admit air. The burners are 

formed with very sinall orifices, to prevent danger of explosion by the | 
contact of flame with the liquid in the tube at the time of lighting the | 
burner. The cups or basins for containing the water are preferably fitted | 
into the bottom of the stove-body below the burners, and ¥ 4 be perforated 

near the top to admit air. The said cups will also catch the waste liquid | 
escaping from the burners. The tube over each burner is provided with a 
plate or disc, which is removed to allow access to the burners in lighting | 
the same, and is then replaced. The reservoir is a can, which is provided | 
with an aperture ia the top through which the liquid is introduced. | 
This aperture has a screw cap, or other tightly fitting cover, and is sepa- || 
rated from the body of the can by a strainer formed of perforated tin or | 

wire gauze, which prevents any danger of igniting the liquid in the can. | 


2090.—GrorcE GLover, of Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, for “ Improvements in means or apparatus for the combustion of | 
naphtha, benzole, and similar liquids.” A communication. Provisional | 
protection only obtained. Dated June 30, 1868. 
In the burning of naphtha, benzole, and similar liquids, it is desirable to 
have a ready means of regulating the amount of wick exposed above the , 
wick-tube. For this purpose the outer tube, according to this invention, 
is capable of sliding on the wick-tube, and of rising above that tube. When 
the wick-tube is surrounded by another tube of glass, or other matter re- 
resenting acandle, the apparatus is formed with a socket to admit of the 
ower portion of such outer tube sliding thereon to an extent correspond- 
ing with the extent of adjustment which may be desired at the upper 
portion thereof. 


2103.—Witu1aM Brookes, of 62, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, 
civil engineer and patent agent, for “ Improvements in meters for measur- 
ing. water and other liquids.” A communication. Patent dated July 1, 
8. | 

The object of the improvements is accuracy of measurement and registra- | 
tion of the water or other liquid passed through the meter, but the details | 
of the invention are not given apart from the drawings attached to the | 
specification. | 


2132.—Jan AnrHony MuLLier, of Amsterdam, in the kingdom of Holland, 
at present residing at Christopher Street, Finsbury Square, in the co. of 
Middlesex, for “An improved meter for regulating and registering the flow 
of liquids and gases.” Patent dated July 4, 1868. 
This invention relates to an improved meter for regulating and registering 
the flow of liquids and gases; and the said meter consists of a hollow cylin- 
drical chamber, in which works a water and air‘tight piston or diaphragm, 
the said cylinder having a cover at each end srortted with a stuffing-box, 
through which a tappet works, the tappet in the top cover being operated 
upon by the ascent of the piston or diaphragm, and the tappet in the bottom | 
cover by the descent thereof. Both at the top and bottom of the said 
cylinder is a port for the admission of the liquid or gas, and opposite to 
these said ports are other ports for the exit of the liquid or gas. Vulves or 
slides, actuated by levers in .communication with the tappets operated by 
the piston or diaphragm, as aforesaid, are worked over these said ports in 
their respective valve-cases in such manner that the liquid or gas is ad- 
mitted alternately to the top and bottom of the cylinder, thus accurately 
regulating the supply thereof. By means of cog-wheels, and pawl and ' 
ratchet, or other equivalent gear, in connexion with the tappets operated 
by the piston or diaphragm, the supply of liguid or gas can also be accurately 
registered on an ordinary indicator. | 


2136.—ANDREW M'NIEL, of Tiverton, in the co. of Devon, engineer, and 

Witutram Wuearon, of Exeter, in the same co., merchant, for “ An im- 

proved process for the manufacture of salts of ammonia from ammonical | 

gas liquor.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated July 4, 1868. | 
This invention of an improved process for the manufacture of salts of | 
ammonia relates to a process for obtaining sulphur salts of ammonia from 
ammoniacal gas liquor. To this end the ammoniacal liquor is taken as it | 
comes from the gas-works, and there added thereto gypsum or sulphate of | 
lime (by preference, reduced to a coarse powder) in the proportion of, | 
say, 100 or 200 lbs. to 100 gallons of gas liquor, and the gypsum is} 
allowed to remain in the liquor for two or three weeks (occasionally | 
stirring it). The ammonia from the water appears to decompose the | 
sulphate of lime, and unite itself with sulphuric acid contained therein. | 
The sulphate of ammonia thus formed will be found dissolved in the water, | 
which, when properly saturated, may be drawn off and evaporated, and | 
the dry substance thus obtained will be found to be an excellent manure, | 
very rich in sulphate of ammonia. 


2149.—James THomson, of Peckham, in the co. of Surrey, for “ Improve- | 
ments in chimney-tops and ventilators.” Provisional protection only | 
obtained. Dated July 7, 1868. 

The object of this invention, as far as it relates to chimney-tops, is to | 

prevent all down-draught. For this purpose the upper end of the chimney- | 


top is closed, and there is formed a number of apertures in the sides; the 
combined area of these apertures must be very much greater than (say 
three times) the sectional area of the top. 

The invention applies to terra-cotta tops and others of sufficient thick- 
ness to present a sufficient surface round the apertures formed, as before 
stated, to deflect the wind. The apertures are, say, 1} inches in diameter, | 
and are by preference circular. When.a gust of wind strikes the chimney- | 
top in a horizontal direction, it enters by the apertures at one side and | 
issues by those directly opposite; but should the wind strike at any angle, | 
it strikes against the surfaces round the apertures before it can enter the 
top. These surfaces deflect the wind at the same angle as that at which it 
strikes, and the wind is thereby directed towards and out by the apertures 
corresponding with that angle. When the chimney-top is made of zinc or 
other metal the thickness will be insufficient for the purpose of this 
invention; the, apertures therein are therefore formed by stamping or 
punching them, so that a flange is formed inside the top all round each 
aperture. 

For ventilators the apertures are made considerably smaller, so that 
the air or wind entering through them becomes divided, and therefore 
cooled; it then descends by its own gravity to the apartment to be venti- 
lated, the ventilator being fitted to any open shaft or chimney in commu- 
nication with the apartment. 


2159.—THomas JEFFERSON MAYALL, of Roxbury, Massachusetts, U.S,A., 
now of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, for “ Improvements in the manufacture of gas-tubing and other articles 
of india- .” Patent dated July 8, 1868. 


This invention consists chiefly in the novel Combination of ingredients 
a or hi { 


x 








forming the varnish or coating, and also in a novel 
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tion:of substances for forming such tubes or other articles. The coating 
er lining for the interior surface of the tubes is composed of linseed oil 
and ‘fine litharge or white lead, in the proportion of one quart of oil to:one 
pound of litharge. The substances are well boiled together until brought 
to the proper thickness of body, and while hot the composition is applied 
by running it through the tube to be coated or lined. To form the varnish 


pound of litharge, and to this is added about a gill of gold size. These 
ingredients are well boiled together, and are applied while hot to the tube 
with a sponge or brush. When the tube is properly varnished it should be 
hung-up to dry in a room or chamber suitably heated for the purpose. The 
improved varnish may be applied to any kind of india rubber tubing, or of 
a compound consisting of india-rubber, zinc, pipeclay, gum shellac, white 
resin, and sulphur. The ingredients are mixed in the proportion of 4 lbs. 
of india-rubber to 2 Ibs. of zinc, 3 Ibs. of pipeclay, 1 lb. of shellac, 4 |b. of 
resin,and 4 lb. of sulphur. This compound should be subjected for about 
two hours to a temperature of 260° Fabr., more.or less. The proportions 
of the ingredients in this compound, and in the other compounds herein 
described, may be varied, if desired, within certain limits. Any desired 
colouring matter may be mixed with the varnish for coating the exterior 
of the tubes or other articles, which may thus have imparted to them a 
highly ornamental or finished appearance. 


2174.—James CHANDLER, of 17, Cottage Grove, Mile End Road, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for “* Jmpr ts in apparatus for drawing and preventing 
waste of water from pipes, mains, or other sources for domestic or other 
purposes.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated July 9, 1868. 
The improved apparatus consists of one cistern divided into two parts—one 
discharge or outlet valve, one communicating valve, and one ordinary ball- 
valve. In this apparatus the discharge division of the cistern must be 
capable of containing themaximum quantity of water. The opposite division 
of the.cistern contains the ball-valve. The ball-valve és, from ite peculiar 
position, entirely dependent upon its own self-action in either opening or 
shutting. 
2185.—Wituiam Luckie Granam Wricnt, of the city of Glasgow, in the 
co. of Lanark, N.B., engineer, for ‘* Improvements in rotatory engines and 
pumps, applicable to meters for measuring fluids.” Patent dated July 10, 
1868 





The elaim in this case is, first, for the application of two.concentric annular 
cylinders having open ends, the covers being fixed to the framing; second, 
in the use of pistons which are hinged and made to slide back itrto recesses; 
third, the mode of packing the gravitating pistons, and the switch stuffing- 
box; and, fourth, the placing of a condenser in the casing, all as described. 


2195.—James Syson Nisss, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, lamp 

manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in portable and other pumps and water- 

engines.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated July 11, 1868. 
According to this invention a single piston-rod is employed, which is pro- 
vided with two valves, one valve being attached near the centre of the 
piston, and the second at or near its lower end; a third valve is secured at 
or near the bottom of the cylinder and below the lowest valve of the piston; 
the piston-rod is worked up and down in the cylinder by meansof a handle, 
and the cylinder is furnished with a base, or foot rest, for steadying the 
action of the pump. 


2229.—Win.1AM Hotiixewort#, of Bradford, in the co. of York, boot- maker, 

and Henry Hatsreap, of the same place, wool buyer, for ‘“* Improved 
means or apparatus for regulating the amount of supplied to street 
and other lamps, to render it unnecessary to shut off and relight the same.” 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated July 15, 1868. 


This invention consists of a chamber or vessel (by preference, of a cylin- 
drical form) in which a piston or cap may freely move. This vessel is 
constructed to screw upon the end of the supply-pipe, and is set in or 
near a vertical position, the said pipe projecting into the vessel so as to 
form an annular space or reservoir for holding mercury or other suitable 
liquid. This piston or cap is formed with a cavity or projecting rim to 
enter the space and sink into the mercury or other liquid in which the 
said cap will float, The nipple or gas-burner is fixed upon the top of this 
piston or cap, and a passage is formed therefrom to the bottom of the rim, 
having a slit or opening made therein a suitable distance upward from the 
bottom. When gas is turned on at its full pressure from the main, it will 
enter between the cap and the mercury and lift the cap, ‘so.as to allow 
the gas to escape through the opening up the passage to the burner, tut 
when the pressure is taken off or reduced, the cap with the burner will 
lower, and nearly the whole of the slit or opening will sink into the 
mercury, which will prevent escape of gas, except a small quantity to 
maintain a small light. To protect this light from wind and the mercury 
from dirt, a guard or cover may be placed over or screwed on the top of 
the vessel, and project high enough to enclose the burner when it is with 
the piston or cap lowered into the vessel. 


2235.—Witt1am Turyer, of Blackburn, in the co. of Lancaster, engineer 
for “ Certain improvements in buckets to be employed in air pumps and 
other pumps.” VPateut dated July 15, 1868. 
These improvements consist in a novel construction of the bucket and 
packing, and in the use of india-rubber for keeping the packing at a 
uniform tightness, and preventing excessive friction. The packing consists 
of an outer metallic ring, having an internal flange supported by the 
bottom plate of the body of the bucket, the ring and flange being at one 
part cut entirely through or split vertically, and the flange at several parts, 
as far as the inner surface of the ring. Upon this flange, between the 
ring and the body of the bucket, one or more rings of india-rubber are 
placed, upon which a flat metallic ring bears, which acts as a washer, and 
on the top plate of the bucket there are screws which, when turned in one 
direction, act on the flat ring, and press upon the india-rubber, which 
expands and presses the outer metallic ring against the cylinder or barrel, 
and maintains a liquid-tight packing without undue friction. The pressure 
of the screw is exerted on the india-rubber after the bucket is plced in 
the barrel or cylinder, and if the pressure is properly adjusted at first, the 
elasticity of the india-rubber causes the outer metallic ring to follow up 
the wear, and keep the packing tight without frequent turning of the 
screws. 


2240.—Tuomas Fitz GrerALp Wintour, of Gillies Street, Carlton Road, 
in the co. of Middlesex, esquire, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
ventilating.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated July 16, 


The apparatus consists principally of a rectangular box or frame fitted 
with a wire gauze screen and a sliding glass shutter. The screen is folded 
backwards and forwards horizontally in a zig-zag or serpentine form, and 
the glass shutter slides vertically in contact with the inner edges of these 








for the outside of the tubes, one quart of linseed oil is mixed with half a, 





| to helpto prevent rarefaction of the steam in its chamber. 


| eye slipping on another rod admits of each of these rods being raised 





horizontal folds, which are -all in the same vertical line, so that as the 
sliding-shutter is lowered it opens up each fold successively. i} 


2265.—ALEXANDER Browne, of the firm of Browne and Co., patent 

agents, of 49, King William Street, in the City of London, for “ Jm 

ments in liquid-meters.” A communication. Provisional protection only 

obtained. Dated July 17, 1868. 
According to this invention it is proposed to construct a vessel or cistern 
with four compartments, two of which contain floats nearly as large as the 
vessels in which they work, but not nearly so deep, the floats being quite 
independent ofeach other. In the third compartment is a tumbling weight, 
which is employed to work a valve in the fourth compartment, and the 
tumbling weight is connected to each of the floats, so that supposing either 
or both of the compartments containing the floats to be full of liquid, the 
float or floats would be at the top, and as the fluid is drawn from either 
compartment the float wiil descend, and its weight acting upon the tumbling 
weight before mentioned will cause it to fall over, and thereby reverse the 
position of the valve, and allow the empty compartment to fill with liquid, 
and the full one can be emptied at pleasure. 


2258.—Rosert Metprom, of Pittormie, Oupar,in the co. of Fife, N.B., 
for “ Improvements in machinery or apparatus for raising and discharging 
JSuids.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated July 17, 1868. 
According to this invention an apparatus is employed divided into 
chambers, the lower one being a condenser, with a tube in the centre, 
containing a piston and rod, which is joined to another piston above and 
a steam- prpe from a boiler, with a cock for screwing off and on, so that the 
steam coming into the chamber below the upper piston lifts the piston up 
the cylinder, and encloses a valve at a point where there is a tube in com- 
munication with a well or source of supply. The upper chamber is the 
one that the liquid is brought into, and it does not come into contact with 
the steam-chamber. ‘The cylinder at the junctions may be staffed outside 
When the 
piston has been driven to the top of the chamber, as described, two rods 
fixed to the lower piston are raised up with the piston, and a paw with an 


without interrupting anything until the paws come to the connexion with 
the slides of the valves, when they raise these two slides, and also another 
which closes one steam-valve, and opens another, letting the steam out of 
the steam-chamber into the condenser, 


2261.—DanieL WesstsEr, of Southport Gas-Works, in the co. of Lancaster. 
for “Certain improvements in the manufacture of gas, and in apparatus 

connected therewith.” Patent dated July 18, 1868. 

This invention is designed for the purpose of preventing or removing the 
accumulation or incrustation of carbonaceous deposit on the interior sur- 
face of the retorts employed in the manufacture of coal gas, such deposit 
arising from the back pressure of gas from the “seal dip” in the hydraulic 
main, and influx thereof into apy retort that may be opened for re- 
charging or other purposes, 

The improvements consist in the employment and use of a hollow or 
other ball seated upon a conical seating applied within the ordinary gas 
exit-pipe or “ stand-pipe,” and acting as a valve, such ball being suspended 
by a chain passing over a pulley or attached to a lever, so that when the 
gas is rising up the “ stand-pipe” it will lift the ball- valve and pass on; but 
if the retort be opened for refilling or other purpose, and the gas ceases to 
rise, its own weight or the back pressure from the other retorts closes the 
ball on to the seating, and prevents the gas escaping into the open retort, 
or, if desired, an ordinary “clack-valve” or other valve may be arranged in 
the pipe for the same purpose. A supply-pipe and exit-pipe and taps are 
also applied to the hydraulic main, whereby the tar liquor may be drawn 
off, and the main may be filled with pure water at any moment required. 
By this means a considerable economy is effected in the manufacture of | 
gas, by the prevention of the escape into the open retort by back pressure, 
the illuminating power is improved, and the duration of the retorts is con- 
siderably increased by the diminution of the deposit therein, and also the 
labour o! scurfing is prevented. 


2266.—Wittram Berry, of 10, Kingsland Green, in the co. of Middlesex, 
for “Improvements in the means or apparatus for lighting shops, rooms, and 
other places from the outside of the building, by gas, oil, or other illumi- 
nating materials.” Patent dated July 18, 1868. 
This invention consists, first, in making any part of a building, or of any 
window, moveable; the moveable portion is supported by guide-rods, 
slides, or other apparatus, and cords attached to the window-frame, 
sash-bars, or architectural dressings. Second, at the back of the facia or 
moveable part of a building an illuminating apparatus is fixed, consisting 
of one or any number of lights, such lights having suitable reflectors so 
arranged that the whole or.a greater part of the light may be thrown upon 
the window; a portion of the light may illuminate the facia or other move- 
able part of the building. 
2267.—_Freperic CuHome-Srempacn, of Brussels, in the kingdom of 
Belgium, for “An émproved joint for metallic pipes for conveying fluids 
and liquids.” Provisional protection only obtained. Dated July 18, 
1868. 
According to this invention the pipes are formed with a spigot and socket 
coupling, aud with an annular groove or grooves on the outer periphery of 
the one pipe and the inner periphery of the other, in a manner that will 
allow (when the pipes are put together) of the grooves of the pipes 
to be coupled. Into the annular chambers molten lead or other metal or 
plastic material is run, and, on cooling, a solid locking-ring will be pro- 
duced, 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

444,—-FranK CLARKE Hits, of the Chemical Works, Deptford, in the co. 
of Kent, manufacturing chemist, for ‘‘ Zmprovements in the furnaces of 
gas-retorts, and in means and apparatus for effecting the combustion of 
Suel in the said furnaces.” Feb. 12, 1869. 

488.—Wituiam Rogert Lake, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chaneery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for ‘‘An improved 
method of obtaining benzole and its homologous subst JSrom coal gas.” 
A communication. Feb. 17, 1869, 

506.—FrepEric DELBREIL, of Versailles, France, for ‘‘ Jmprovements in 
apparatus for the removing and facilitating the utilization of excrementi- 
trous or other refuse matter which passes into the sewers or 1s deposited in 
cesspools or elsewhere in cities, towns, and other localities.’ Feb. 18, 1869. 

508.—Wiitt1am MarsHatt CocuRrane, of Surbiton. in the co. of Surrey, 
gentleman, for *‘ Improvements in_ vessels Pp containing water and other 
a and in means for suspending and carrying the same.” Feb. 19, 












































| §23.—Guonaz GeRaRp Hains, of 6, Little Distaff Lane, in the City of 
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London, for ‘‘ Improvements in burning and vaporizing combustible 

nas to obtain light and heat, and in apparatus employed therein. 
eb. 20, . 

§28.—ArTHuR Jacon, of Bromley, in the co. of Kent, civil engineer, for 

“ Improvements in the ventilation of sewers.” Feb. 20, 1869 

535.—Francis Georcz Fievry, of 24, Merrick Square, Southwark, in the 

co. of Surrey, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in meters or apparatus Sor 

measuring water and other liquids.” Feb. 20, 1 

559.—JosEPH BreEpen, of the firm of J. and W. Breeden and Booth, of 

Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, manufacturer, for ‘* Improvements 

in taps or stop-cocks.”” Feb, 23, 1869. 

560.—JosEPpH JoHnson and Wii11AM GiLu, both of Unstone, in the co. of 
Derby, pam, for ‘* Improvements. in rotary engines and pumps.” Feb. 

23, 186 

561.—BaRNARD WiLL1AM Farey, of the firm of B. Donkin and Co., of 

Bermondsey, in the co, of Surrey, engineer, for “Improvements in the 

seatings or facings of gas-valves.” Feb. 23, 1869. 

565.—SamvEL Hotroyp, of Newton Heath, Manchester, in the co. of Lan- 

caster, manufacturing chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in the recovery of sub- 

stances used in the purification of gas for illumination, and of waste pro- 

ducts arising therefrom.” Feb. 23, 1869. 

571,.—Witt1am Witiams, of 4, Mitford Street, Liverpool, in the co. of 

Lancaster, for ‘Improvements in laying and joining pipes for gas, water, 

and other like purposes.’ Feb. 24, 1869. 

575.—Rosert Morton, of Bridge House, Nine Elms, in the co. of Surrey, 

4 x eamraten in apparatus used in the manufacture of gas.’ Feb. 
, 1869. 





GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

3158.—AtrrED Rostns, of 23, Great St. Helen’s, in the City of London, 

for ‘“‘ Improvements in the manufacture of water and drain pipes.” A 

communication. Oct. 15, 1868. 

3282.—AmpBrose Hupp Smiru, of 7, Mall Place, Clifton, in the co. of 

Gloucester, plumber and gas-fitter, for “‘ Improvements in the method of 

and apparatus for warming and heating churches, chapels, and other 

buildings.’”’ Oct. 27, 1868 

344.—THomas Pankuurst the elder, and Tuomas Pankuurst the 

younger, both of Clover Street, Chatham, in the co. of Kent, builders, 

for ‘* Improvements in gully-trags.”” Feb. 4, 1869 

371.—Rosert Snook, of 18, New Street, Horselydown, engineer and brass- 
founder, for ‘“‘ Improvements in cocks, taps, and jer tong regulating the 

supply of steam, or water, or other fluids.” Feb. 6, 1869. 

403.—Joun Henry Jounson, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. of 

Middlesex, gentleman, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for heating and 

ventilating.” Acommunication. Feb. 9, 1869. 

411.—Samvuet Mettor, of Park Terrace, Old Ford, Victoria Park, in the 
co. of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of pumps for 

raising and forcing water and other liquids.” Feb. 10, 1869. 

423.—Joun Carter, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, boat-builder, 

for ‘‘ Improvements in water-closets.”” Feb. 10, 1869. 

429.—James Youna, of Limefield, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., gentle- 
man, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for measuring the pressure of gases 
and the force of aériform or gaseous currents.”” F ob. 11, 1869. 

432,—BENJAMIN Pryor Stockman, of 23, Abingdon Street, Westminster, 


488.—WitiiamM Ropert Lake, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “(An improved 
method of obtaining benzole and its homologous substances from coal gas,”’ 
A communication. Feb. 17, 1869. 





NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


3067.—Wit11am Estor, of Hampstead, analytical chemist, and CHARLES | 
Tuomas Pearce, of Maddox Street, Regent Street, both in the co. of 
Middlesex, for ‘* Improvements in the means of disinfecting or deodorizing 
rooms, buildings, and ships ; applicable also to other such like purposes.” 
Oct. 7, 1868. 

3094.—Henri ADRIEN BoNNEVILLE, of 18, Chaussée d’Antin, Paris, in the 


Middlesex, patent agent, for ‘‘ Improvements in pumps.” A communica- 

tion. Oct. 5. 1868 , - 

3116.—Witi1amM Henry Sarnt AvsIn and BENJAMIN BENTON, of Wolver- 
hampton, in the co. of Stafford, machinists, for ** Improvements in cocks, 
taps, and gone Sor drawing off liquids or gases from pipes, casks, or 
other vessels, and for filling casks and other vessels with liquids or gases.” 
Oct. 10, 1868. 

3124.—Sicismunp Leont, of 34, St. Paul Street, New North Road, in the 
co. of Middlesex, manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in heating and cool:- 
ing apparatus.’ Oct. 12, 1868 

3140.—Joun Saanks, of Barrhead, in the co. of Renfrew, N.B., sanitary 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-closets and in taps for the same, 
and applicable otherwise.” Oct. 14, 1868. 

3158.—ALFRED Rostns, of 23, Great St. Helen’s, in the City of London, for 
‘* Improvements in the manufacture of water and drain pipes.” A com- 
munication. Oct. 15, 1868. 

3203.—Gavin CHarpmMan, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.3B., manufac- 
turing chemist. for ‘‘ Improvements in treating sewage in order to obtain 
valuable products therefrom.” Oct. 20, 1868. 

3216.—Joun StarrorpD, of 8, Phoenix Street, Somers Town, in the co. of 
Middlesex, for ‘‘ Improvements in chimney terminals, also applicable to 
ventilators.” Oct. 21, 1868. 

3260.—Henry Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘* Improvements in steam-pumps.”” Acom- 
munication. Oct. 24, 1868. 

3321.—SamvuEL SHARROCK, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, engineer, 
for “‘ Improvements in lamp-posts.” Oct. 30. 1868. 

19.—Witit1aM Apotruus Brppe1, of Edward Street, Parade, Birming- 
ham, brassfounder and electro-plater, and Joun RepGrave, of Pershore 
Road, Birmingham, gentleman, for ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture 
and ornamentations of chandeliers, lamps, lustres, and other articles.” 
Jan. 4, 1869. 

45.—GrorGE Eveveicu, of Tredegar Road, Bow, in the co. of Middlesex» 
consulting chemist, for ‘“‘ Improvements in the manufacture and purifica- 
tion of gas for rae and in the means of applying the same to heating 
purposes, parts of which improvements are also applicable to the purifi- 
cation of mineral oil.”” Jan. 7, 1869. 

105.—Witt1aM Rosert Lakg, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “An improved 
method of and devices for uniting the ends of pipes or tubes.” A commu- 
nication. Jan. 13, 1869. 





in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for ** Improvements in meters 
applicable to measuring water.” Feb. 11, 1869. 


162.—GrorGE Brown, residing at 7, Beaumont Place, Edinburgh, in the 
|  ¢o. of Mid Lothian, N.B., gas-meter index maker, for *‘ Jmprovements in 





Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 























\¢ of? 
a Amount | Dividend | one mbes Pelee Amount | Dividend | Price 
Shares | 2% Name or Company. paid up p. p. Cent. p./ per Share. || Shares | oe) AME OF CoMPANY. jpaid up p./p. Cent. P-| nor share. 
inoue. gs Share. Annum. issued. | x | Share. | Annum. 
£ [$848 8.d.)  & | £ |&s4/8 34.) & 
8000 | 10; Anglo-Romano ..... .|/10 6 0/10 0 0} 1l—12 400 100 | Imperial Mexican (Limited) . .'100 0 0 nil. 
5000 | 20 | Bahia(Limited) . . . . . ..2000/ 300! 13—15 200 |100 pi «cc. ss « w= 2 21 a 
1000 | 20 Do., preference ‘ 20 0 0;10 0 0; 23 — 24 3000 | 40 | Independent . . . ... .| 40 00 10 0 0 51 — 53 
750 | 20 Do., do., redeemable. - . 20 0 0;10 0 0; 20 — 22 3000 | 10 es tt we or, & oe ee Oe 7— 8 
5 | Bombay (Limited) . ... .| 500; 40 0) 33— 4 3000 | 20 OE re Oe ee 
10000 | 5 Do., third issue de® @01.4.06.8 2i— 3 7133 | 50 | London. . . .... + - 50 00/10 0 0} 68 — 69 
10000 | 20 | British (Limited). . . . . .| 20 0 0:10 0 0 | 293— 304 5610 | 25 Do., lst preference. . . | 25 00/] 6 0 0}; 26— 28 
(Norwich, Hull-Sculcoates, Han-| } 503 | 50 Do., 2nd preference. . . | 50 00; 600 
ley, Tunstall & Shelton [Pot- | | 214 «50 Do., 3rd preference. . . . 50 00/ 600 
teries], Trowbridge, & Holy- | | £18781 | Do., Ist preference stock . .| 600 
well.) | £11828 | Do., 2nd preference stock . | 5 00 
12000 | 50 | Chartered . . . . . . . | 50000, 700 ; 56 — 57 Nictheroy, Brazil(Limited) . .| 
6000 | 50 i. 2.6 k « wo 6 wae 2 Oi 7 oe Cl ae 12000 | 5 | Malta and Mediterranean (Limited)) 5 0 0 5 00 3si— 4 
10000 | 20 | City of London, Ashares . . .| 20 00, 8 0 0; 24— 26 6000 | 5 Do., preference . ... .| 500/700 -— 5 
10000 | 10 De, Bememes. . 2 ce 11000|400! 6— 7 30000 | 5 | Oriental (Calcutta) 56 00/10 0 0 7 8 
9629 | 10 Do.,newshares . . .. .|10 0 0; 8 0 0/ 12—13 30000 | 5 Do.,mewshares . .. . 100/;1000 1 1g 
25000 | 25 | City of Moscow (Limited) . . .| 25 0 0; nil. | 4i— 1 10000 | 5 | Ottoman (Limited)... . 5 00 nil, lij— 2} 
17490 | 25 mmercial. . . . . .. «25 00/10 0 0; 35 — 36 12500 | 10 | Para (Limited). . . . . . .|10 0 0| 710 0 8i— 9 
20000 | 20 Continental Union. . . . . 3 20 0 0 | 5 0 0} I 20 27000 | 20| Phaniz. . . . ... =. .| 2000/10 0 Of 27 27, 
5213 | 20|  Do.,preference : : : ; || 20 0 0! 7 0 0; 20—2039 3600 |100| Do., new |35 0 0/] 710 0} 36 — 36 
5000 | 10 Crystal alace District. . . .|10 0 0 10 0 0 | 14 — i5 144000 | Sk. Bi» 6. Giese 100 0 0) 5 0 O} 744— 75 
5000 | 10 Do., preference . . . . .| 10 0 0 6 0 0; 12}— 13 5000 | 20| Ratcliff. . . . . . « « - 2000/10 0 0} 24— 25 
10000 | 10 Do.,newshares . . . . .|10 00} 7 0 0/ 1 1l 20 | Rio de Janeiro (Limited) . . .|20 0 0)10 0 0} 24— 25 
4000 Equitable . . . .... 5000/10 00 | — 68 6959 | 5 | Si we(Limited). . ...| 500/400 
4000 Do.,new shares. . . | || 25 0 0/10 0 0 | 38 — 34 2000 | 5 Do. reference . . .. .| 5 0 0} 710 0 
23406 | 10 | European(Limited). . . . .|10 0 Oj 11 0 0} 15—15 8 rat a line she aanie athe teen oi 
12000 | 10 Do.,newshares. . . . .| 500/11 00] %—7 4800 | 50 | South Metropolitan . . . . .|50 0 0/10 0 0/ 73—75 
(Boulogne, Amiens, Rouen, Caen, | 4800 | 124 Do.,newshares . . . . .| 1210 0/10 0 0] 18—19 
Havre, & Nantes.) | 15000 | 10 | Surrey Consumers . . . . .|10 00/10 0 0) 4—1 
20000 | 10 | Great Central Gas Consumers. .|10 0 0} 10 0 0) 144—15 10000 | 10 Do, mew. . ss. so. | ©0090 © OO] S— & 
5000 | 10 | Hong Kong (Limited) . . . .|10 00! 600| 8—10 9000 | 4 | United General (Limerick). . .| 4 00|/ 500) 2— 2 
26000 | 50 | Imperial . . . . ... «5000/10 0 0) 63 — 6 10000 | 10 | Victoria Docks . . . .. .| 500) 6 00 
26000 | 10 Do., new shares . - + 30 0;10 00; 4 4 1500 | 10 | Wandsworth and Putney . . .|10 0 0/10 0 0} 10—12 
26000 | 125 Do., new shares , 300); 700); s— 34 1500 | 10 pe esis east 6 es CheP ¢ 
1300 |100 ey es « « + wr ee | 10 00 175 —180 1819 | 10 it. + San.« 6 . a et. 2 
28000 | 50 | Imperial Continental . . . .| 4315 0'16 0 0! 98 — 99 1138 | 10 its aConm th misits “te STS. e 
(Amsterdam, Berlin,Ghent, Han- 20000 | 10 | Western (Limited) A shares . .| 10 0 0/10 0 0} 14)— 15 
over, Lille, Rotterdam, Aix-| | 10000 | 10 Do.,Bshares. . . .. .| 7 0 0/10 0 O — 10 
la -Chapelle, —. Bor-; | 10000 | 10 Do.,C shares. . .. 700/10 0 0 — 10 
deaux, Brussels, ologne, 20000 | 10 Do., D shares 9 100;10 0 0 l4a— 2 
Frankfort-on- Maine, Haar- } 8000 | 5 | West Ham . “—eeereeer. 2 eee 1— 7 
lem, Stolberg, Toulouse, & | 6000 | 5 Do.,newshares . . . . .| 7 0 0/ 710 0/) i 
Vienna.) | 551 | 10 | West London Junction (Limited) .|10 0 0) 6 0 0 
520 | 10 Do., preference . . .. .|10 00/600 


























empire of France, and 10, Sackville Street, Piccadilly, in the co. of} 
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gas-meters and other measures by apparatus for registering the passage of 
gas and other bodies.” Jan. 18, 1869. : 

281.—Sypney Situ, of the Hyson Green Brass- Works, near Nottingham, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in taps or —- regulating the flow of steam, 
water, and other fluids,” Jan, 29, 1869. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
412.—Cuarces Emit Grasoxa, “ Improvements in privies and commodes.”’ 
Feb. 9, 1866. 
416,—James JouN SHEDLOcK, ‘‘ Improvements in gas-burners.” Feb. 10, 








454.—JoserH BEVERLEY Fenny, “ Improvements in pumps for raising and | 
‘orcing liquids.” Feb. 13, 1866. | 
462.—SamuEL Mason, “Certain improvements in the manufacture of 
water, beer, and wine taps; applicable for other similar purposes.” Feb. 


518.—Enyzst Martz Du Boys, ‘Improvements in apparatus for measur- 
ing and registering the flow of water or other liquids,’ Feb. 20, 1866, 


PATENT WHICH HAS BECOME VOID 

BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 

376.—Joun STEPHEN JosEPH, “An improved retort-oven, and the utiliza- 

tion of the spare heat from the same.” Feb. 18, 1862. 








Brice Current. 

































































































































GAS COALS.—Per Jon, FREIGHTS. 
CASTINGS.—Per Ton. Newcastle.—Unscreened:— a ‘ 
‘oastwise—Newcastle,—Per Ton:— 
: 5 a Haswells, Nettlesworth Primrose, Chath dRoch 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. pand South Pelaw «s+. -.....-+-. ee b> na aas nase tapice pce G8 
- eee, [OER ccc ccce cece aenesene 
Ps Reel Seis gee Soieth Ten incdieneh alk Welbon Dover, Folkestne,& Ramsgate. 6 0 || 
14 in, | 2 in, | 24 in. | 3 in. | din. | Sin. | Gin. | Zim. | 8 in. | 9 in. | 10 in. | 12 in. Primrose, West Wear, and Whit- DUDIIN .....eecereeseresee oreees %.to 9 6 | 
| 36} 2d 28 | 3s 5 | 70} 89 | 107 *| 126 | 149 | 177 [2081 WellPrimrose....,..s.++ecosees 6 9 eee eNy coves ++-8s.6d.to 9 0 |! 
== § Burnhope, Craghead ,Charlaw, Der- lceeeet (tr mn Leish apese 4 > i] 
ia acalaeas sales Newcastle] Yorkshire, pn ag ng ran een | London (Pool) 2 H 43 | 
eta ices are oor, Hartlepool Pelaw Laue tee on asocece ° | 
Migher. per cent. | rondon. | Glasgow. a Wales. Derapiates, Holmside, Lambten’s’ Ges, vane ees Saar - at | 
boro’. Staffordshire] Chester Pelaw, Medomsley,Mick- Plymouth outhampton, .és.(d.to 7 0 || 
ley, New Pelaw, Pelaw Main, Ra- bate Figs teGenbveltedkuececensden 8 3 1} 
| 6. & BAe. Oe Ee ak renee 3 vensworth, Seaham, South Moor rn ly a ala a ia et el 6 9 {| 
| Pig Iron, No.1 (g.m.b.).-.esssee-e| 3 15 0/2 15 4452 9 0/3 10 0 8 10 0 Pelton, South Leverson, Townley | We EES sowasroeentepeqaeovoseese 6 0 | 
| 1} and 2-inch Socket-pipes.......+. 7 00/5 16 0\5 1000/6 0 0] 7 00 Main, Tyne Main, West Pelaw, ie ret np eee | 
2} and 38-inch ditto ..e.secsseeeseee] 6 10 0/5 5 0/5 0 0|5 15 0| 6 10 0 J Wearmouth Hutton,and Witton. 7 0 |, ojreigue—Per | 
4 and 65-inch ditto ...:..s.sseee00e)6 0 0/4 15 0/4 10 0)5 5 O| 6 0 O ff Peareth, Ravensworth Pelaw, Wal- ee nerceres + £16 10 | 
6 inches and upwards ditto 5150/4 50/4 0 0|5 0 0] 5 15 o Jf dridge, WestGaresfield, and West | aa ncaa og a ae om 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast 510 0/410 0/4 5 01/5 © O}| 5 100 PeltOMs sevessseeressssscesseerers +3 (ee ee ws ee 
|| Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto . 6 10 0 = pa fr 6 10 0 Brancepeth, Dean’s Primrose, Lon- \o Becccccoe PPeTTICTT tt 0 | 
|| Tank-plates, § thick and abov 6 00/5 00/4 15 0/5 10 0] 6 00 donderry Gas, New Pelton, Pelton, aes eS ~ear een “¢ | 
South Peareth, Stella, Urpeth, ; Copenhagen . 10 | 
Washington Hutton, and West |Genoa.... 7 0 |) 
picverson.-+.. 01, Secsschondcece 7 6 a : z : 1 
amsay’s Newcastle Cannel., 15 0 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, Wigan Smasting Pwergen). ° 17 0 a 0 | | 
7 ; Scotch Cannel :— eee 
Subject to 50 per cent. Discount. Boghead—at Boness, 38s.; at Leith.. 38 8 | Rotterdam...+..+- | 
EE nonccetznsivdzecdeoongneabe 27 9 |Stettin.... | 
———————~ ff Kirkness, best (at Burntisland)..... 28 6 | Trieste | 
2in. | 1pin. | jin. | lim. | Qin. | gin. JCapeldrae, Ist quality (at ditto 28 6 |Venice...., | 
; Ditto, 2nd ditto (at ditto) 18 6 -_--- | 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to ldfeet—} s. d. | s d.| s. a. s. d. | 8. ad. | 8. &, FCowdenbeath .....+.-.0+ 12 0 SUNDRIES 
PCT 00t .vececcececccssceccereceeee] 1 8 | 1:1 | 010 | 0 7 | 0 5 | O 43 |Lesmahago (at Glasgow) 31 6 ° 
| Ditto ditto,from 12 in. to 234 in.—each..| 3 0 20 1 6 a4 09 0 8 § Ditto (at Granton).....+..++ 32 6 ah ng ee 150} 
Long Screws, from 12 in. upwards....... 40 23 20 16 12 O ll BPArniston... ccccccecesseeccecececes 27 6 |Cliff’s Fire-bks. (at Wortley),p.1000. 2 156) 
Bends and Springs .....+.-ccerceseseeees 43 23 1 9 13 oll 0 8 § Wemyss, f.0.b.....cccccsccrcccececs 22 6 !Ingham’s ditto (at Wortley),p.1000.. 2150) 
Square Elbows, equal or reducing ; Round Haywood, Wilsontown(atGranton). 23 0 | Farnley Iron Co.’s Fire-bks. (at Wort- 

Elbows, 5 per cent. extra . coor) 3 8 23 a 9 13 010 © 8 § Pirnie, or Methill.......++e+-«0-00 17 0 ley), less discount, .....ssssseseess 2170)! 
Tees, wrought or cast 40 26 20 16 iz ®© 9 §Lothian’s Cannel (f.o.b. at Leith).. 26 0 | Fire-clay Retorts,p. ft.run, 5s.6d.to 0 76)) 
Crosses, ditto, equal or reducin; 49 3 6 3 0 23 19 1 6 J Bo’ness Cannel (at Bo’ness) ......--. 19 © | Tough Cake Copper,p. ton ..+seesee- 79 00 } 
Tron Cocks ...sesscesecscecesses «-| 20 9 13 0 lo 0 7 3 5 0 3 8 Myles’Cannel] ....cscoccroscccers - 23 6 | English Pig Lead, p.tom ....cceseses 19 26 
Ditto, with brass plug.....+eessereescees 280/16 0 |18 o 7 0 5 6 4 6 [Lochore Parrot (at Burntisland).... 28 0 | Welsh Bar Iron (in London), p.ton.. 6 12 6|/ 

Lanemark (at Glasgow)...-+.+se0 « 16 0 | Poreign Spelter,p.tonm -..crcscscees 21176); 
3 09 0s 06 05 0 44 § Elphinstone Tower (at Leith)...-.. 20 0 | English Block Tin, p. ton... --120 00 
0 08 07 05 04 0 3 § Coppa Cannel(onrailsat Birkenhd.). 14 9 | Banca, p. ton....cssese 120 00 
O'Mo'136'1 0/12 0 - Ditto ditto (ditto at Connah’s QUay) 14 3 - 1:00 








Tarred Rope Yarn, p. owt. ° 
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C. A. S. V 


testimonial :— 


Mr, John Vickary. 
can be made. 


a reputation. 








(ADMINISTRATRIX TO THE LATE JOHN VICKARY,) 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 
EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 


Tenders her best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 
kind support received by her lamented husband for the last 22 years, during which period he erected and extended more | 
than 200 Gas-Works. She respectfully solicits a continuation of that support, and begs reference to the following 


Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 
has given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest alteration or adjustment since its completion. 


The late Mr. Vickary also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gas- 
holder and Iron Tank at Devonport ; a 90-foot at Torquay, &c., &c. At either of these works satisfactory references 


C. A. S. V. begs particular attention to her Improved Gas-Meters, both Wet and Dry, the materials 
and workmanship of which are guaranteed of the very best description, and which have gained for her Meters so excellent 


RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 

STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 
Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas-Works supplied. 

Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices. 

Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 

Chandeliers and Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 

Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates for the Erection of New Gas-Works of any size furnished. 





ICKARY, 


Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight Company. 


(Signed) Pzrzr Apams, Chairman. 




















—— 
ste 


eee ete 
















ame 








~~. 





March 2, 1869.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


163 





ANTED, to manage a small 
private gas-work now in course of erection, a 
capable, stead AN, who is used to smith’s work 
and iron pipe fitting. Wages about 25s. per week. 
Apply to Mr. Hart ey, 55a, Millbank Street, WxsT- 
MINSTER. 


‘ 





TO GAS-FITTERS AND ENGINEERS. 


Wwas TED, a Working Foreman of 

a gas-work. Competent to set retorts and fit 
up in the various departments of a gas-work; also to 
lay mains and services, One that can do smith’s work 
would be preferred, 

Applications, with testi ials and ref , stating 
age and wages required, to be sent, prepaid, to the 
care of Mr. E. Evans, Gas Office, Peterborough, not 
later than the 15th of March, 1869. 

Peterborough, Feb. 16, 1869. 


WANTED, by the Directors of the 

Belper Gas and Coke Company,a MANAGER 
competent to superintend the manufacture and supply 
of gas to a population of about 10,000 inhabitants. The 
services of a steady, practical, and honest person only 
are required. He must mye ge understand the 
manufacture and distribution of gas, the laying of 
mains, supplying of service-pipes, and the taking of 
meters, He will be required to do the necessary book- 
keeping of the company, and to collect the accounts 
due from the consumers. The strictest inquiry will be 
made as to qualification, and security will be required. 

Applications, stating age, whether married or single, 
remuneration expected, and when disengaged, may be 
made (not later than the 8th day of March next) to 
Wa. Macuin Inotez, Solicitor to the Company. 

Belper, Feb. 23, 1869, 


| ANTED, to take the entire super- 


intendence of a foreign gas-work, a PERSON 
thoroughly acquainted with gas-making, pipe-laying, 
and office business. 
Applicants to address Q. P., care of Mr. King, 11, 
Bolt Court, Fieer Street, E.C., stating age, experience, 
jand references, 


| WASTED; bya thoroughly practical 
Man, a situation as MANAGER of a small 
gas-work. Understands laying mains and services, 
fixing meters, and can do all repairs required on a 
gas-work, including smith’s work. Eighteen years 
| character. 

|_ Address B. C., No, 6, Queen’s Terrace, Romsey 
|Road, WINCHESTER, 























| TO GAS-FITTERS, 


WANTED, a steady Man as Gas- 
FITTER and METER INSPECTOR. Wages 
27s. per week. 

Applications (in own handwriting), stating age, &c., 
aecompanied with testimonials, to be sent to the 

MANAGER, Gas-Works, Abingdon, on or before the 
15th inst. 

| Abingdon, March 2, 1869. 


| 
WANTED, by the Rugby Gas and 
_ Coke Company, a FOREMAN, qualified to 
lay mains and services, inspect meters, and do the 
general repairs on the works. 
| Applications (in own handwriting), stating age, 
| Wages required, and reference to last employer, to be 
sent to me on or before the 13th of March, 1869, 

A cottage, gas, and firing provided by the Company. 


P. Simpson, Manager. 





OMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY.— 
NOTICE is hereby given that the next ORDI- 
NARY MEETING of the Company will be held at 
the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, in the City of 
Londen, on FRIDAY, the 2nd day of April next, at 
Twelve o’clock at Noon, to receive the Report of the 
Directors, and to declare a Dividend to the 3lst day of 
December last. 

The following Directors—viz., William Christie, 
Thomas Lulham, and Richard Bradshaw, Esqrs.—will 
go out of office by rotation, who, being eligible for re- 
election, offer themselves accordingly; and the Boar 
of Directors unani ly r d those gentlemen 
to the Proprietors for re-election. Henry Webb, Esq., 
Auditor, will go out of office by rotation, who, being 
eligible, has given notice of his intention to offer 
himself for re-election. 

The Books of the Company will be closed for the 
Transfer of Shares from the 19th day of March to the 
2nd day of April, now next ensuing. 

By the Company’s Act of Incorporation, Shareholders 
can inspect the Books of the Company during one 
fortnight before and one month after the Meeting. 

By order of the Board, 
GEoRGE JAQUES, Secretary. 

Stepney, Feb. 19, 1869, 





GASHOLDER FOR SALE. 
HE Worcester Gas Company, to 


make room for alterations in their works, 
OFFER for SALE, at £105, as it stands, a Three-Lift 
GASHOLDER, about 48 ft. in diameter by about 36 ft. 
working height, including nine pillars and their gir- 
ders and trussings, tank and pillar-guides, brackets 
and bracket rollers, chains and counterbalance weights, 
centre tube and guide-rod, complete and in working 
order. 

The Gasholder can be seen on the Company’s works, 
and further information obtained from Mr. J. Deakes, 
Manager, on the works; or from Mr. W. Esson, Engi- 
neer, Ness House, Cheltenham. 

Gas-Works, Worcester, Feb. 2, 1869. 


GAs EXHAUSTER by Beale for Sale, 


with or without a suitable 8-in. square-way inlet 

and outlet sluice. The Exhauster was purchased in 
1864, but it has never been used, and will be sold con- 
siderably under cost price, not being large enough for 
present requirements, Made to pass 30,000 feet of gas 
per hour. 

For particulars apply to Gzoncr Hetrs, Secretary. 

Gas-Works, Bath, Feb., 1869, 








[HE EUROPEAN GAS COMPANY, 


LIMITED. 
ALTERATION OF ADDRESS. 

Notice is hereby given that the London Business of 
the Company will be conducted, in future, at No. 11, 
AUSTIN FRIARS, E.C., where all communications, 
intended for the Chief Office, should be addressed. 

H. M‘L, Backer, Secretary. 

London, Feb. 18, 1869. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, - 
ITUATION wanted, as Secretary 


and MANAGER of a gas-work. The advertiser 
has a thorough practical knowledge of the manufac- 
ture and distribution of gas, and every description of 
apparatus connected therewith. He can prepare 
working drawings and estimates of works, fitting, &c., 
and has held his present situation as Secretary and 
Manager ten years. Can produce first-class testi- 
monials. 

Address W. B., Gas-Works, Henrrorp. 


OR SALE—One Station-Meter, to 
pass 2000 feet of gas per hour. 

One GOVERNOK. to pass 4000 feet per hour. Both 
articles the make of Messrs. Parkinson and Co. 

One SCRUBBER, 12ft. by 3 ft.; the make of C. and 
W. Walker. 

Two Cast PURIFIERS, 6ft. by 3 ft. by 3ft., with 
sundry valves, bends, tees, by-passes, &c. 

All in good working order, and taken out only to 
make room for larger ones. 

For particulars, apply to the Manacer of the Ket~- 


tering Gas-Works. 
Kettering, Feb. 19, 1869, 








TO COAL-TAR DISTILLERS. 


Directors of the Abingdon Gas- 
light and Coke Company, Limited, are prepared 
to receive TENDERS for the surplus TAR produced 
at their works for Two years from the 25th inst. 
Tenders to be sent to the ManaGer not later than 
the 18th inst. 
Abingdon, March 2, 1869. 


HE Oldham Corporation Gas Com- 


mittee ie prepared to receive TENDERS for 








was TED, by the Advertiser, a 
SITUATION to take the indices and inspect 
as-meters. Also to assist with the accounts. Aged 20, 
rought up in a gas-work. Good references. 

Address F. A., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 

Freer Street, E.C. 


ANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as GAS MANAGER or FOREMAN. 
Seven years apprenticeship. Fourteen years experience 
in London and provinces. Unexceptionable testi- 
monials and references. No objection to go abroad. 
Address A. B., 77, Malden Road, Haverstock Hill, 
Lonpon, N.W. 








TO GAS COMPANIES & CONTRACTORS. 


ANTED, by a thoroughly com- 

petent and practical Man, aged 34, a situation 

as MANAGER or DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Twelve years experience in every department. Good 

draughtsman. Has had the control of a large number 
of men at home and on the Continent. 

Address Ggorce Curter, 30, Citizen Road, Hornsey 

Road, Lonpon, N. 


—_ 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 
HE Advertiser, who has had many 


years experience, is desirous to obtain a situation 

as WORKING MANAGER of small gas-works, or as 
Stage Foreman. References to present employers. 

Address F. J., Post-Office, Syp—ennam Common, 8.E, 


E Advertiser, who understands the 
erection of gas-works, also the manufacture and 
distribution of gas, wishes an ENGAGEMENT. No 
objection to go abroad. 
Address T. P., 156, Lupus Street, Pratico, 8.W. 








TO GAS COMPANIES. 


A Practical Manager is o n to a 
re-engagement as Manager, or as Engineer and 
Manager. ‘i estimonials and references if required. 

_ Address A. D. C., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fixer Srrezr, E.C, 











pplying WET GAS-METERS during the next 
twelve months. 

Particulars can be obtained on application to the 
ManaGeEr. 

Tenders to be sent in on or before Tuesday, March 23. 

Gas Offices, Oldham, Feb. 26, 1869. 





PURIFIERS TO BE SOLD. 


A Set of Four Cast-Iron Purifiers, 
10 ft. by 5 ft., with wrought-iron lids, cast-iron 
centre-valve, and 8-in. connexions complete. These 
Purifiers are to be sold in consequence of recent en- 
1 ment of the works. 
‘or particulars address the SzcrETARIES, the Gas- 
Works, Leaminetron Priors. 


HE Directors of the Wolverhampton 
Gas Company have FOR SALE, in good condi- 
tion, a modern and coniplete set of Four PURIFIERS, 
10 ft. square, with wrought-iron covers and sieves, 
hydraulic centre-valve, connecting-pipes, and lifting 
apparatus. 
For further particulars apply to Jonn Annan, Engi- 
neer, Gas- Works, WOLVERHAMPTON, 
Feb. 11, 1869. 








GAS TAR AND LIQUOR FOR SALE. 


HE Directors of the Wandsworth 

and Putney Gaslight and Coke Company are pre- 

pared to receive TENDERS for the surplus TAR and 

AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, either together or sepa- 

rately, which will be produced at their works, from 

the 3lst day of March, 1869, to the 3lst day of March, 

Estimated quantity of Tar. . . 100,000 gallons, 

Do. do. Liquor , 130,000 ,, 

The person or persons whose tenders may be accepted 
will be required to enter into a contract to remove the 
Tar or Liquor within four days after notice has been 
given that a freight is ready. 

Tenders to be sent under seal to the Offices of the 
Company, High Street, Wandsworth, on or before the 
12th inst., endorsed “* Tender for Tar and Liquor.” 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender.—By order of the Board, 

Aurrep Lars, Secretary. 

High Street, Wandsworth, March 1, 1869. 





HE Directors of the Phenix Gas- 


light and Coke Company will meet on Wednes- 
day, the 17th proximo, at Two o'clock, to receive 
TENDERS for the supply, on charter, of a STEAM 
VESSEL or VESSELS to bring up from the Tyne or 
Sunderland, aud deliver direct from the Vessel along- 
side the Company’s premises at Greenwich, Bankside, 
or Vauxhall, cargoes of not less than 500 tons of Coal 
tet. 





Full particulars can be obtained by application to the 
Enoineer of the Company. 
70, Bankside, London, Feb. 15, 1869. 





HE Directors of the Aberdare Gas | 
Company are prepared to receive TENDERS for 
a New (or, provided it is in good condition, a Second- 
Hand) GASH LDER, from 60 to 70 ft. diameter, and 
from 20 to 23 feet high, with an Iron Tank. 
Tenders to be forwarded, at once, to the Company’s 
Office, 22, Canon Street, ABERDARE. 





TO IRON MERCHANTS, FOUNDERS, &c. 


[HE Wandsworth and Putney Gas- 
light and Coke Company are prepared to receive 
TENDERS for the supply of Cast-Iron MAIN PIPES, 
of all sizes, from 3-in. to 18-in. diameter, from the 3lst 
+ of March, 1869, to the 3lst day of March, 1870. 
he tenders to state the description of iron, the 
prices per yard or ton for each size, together with 
the weights per yard. 

The Pipes to be delivered free of expense on the 
trench in any part of the Company’s district within a 
radius of 24 miles from their works. 

Tenders to be sent under seal to the Offices of the 
Company, High Street, Wandsworth, on or before the 
12th inst., endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Iron Pipes.” 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender.— By order of the Board, 

ALFRED Lass, Secretary. 

High Street, Wandsworth, March 1, 1869. 





TO IRONFOUNDERS, CONTRACTORS, GAS- 
HOLDER BUILDERS, & ENGINEERS, 


"FHE Directors of the Peterborough 


Company are desirous of treating for the 
supply and erection of the following apparatus :— 

Four Dry-Lime PURIFIERS, 12 ft. square inside by 
5 ft. deep, with strong wrought-iron lids and air- 
valves, five tiers of iron riddles, and lifting apparatus, 
fitted with 10-in. double-faced valves and connexions 
complete. 

A Telescope GASHOLDER, 50 ft. diameter outside 
lift by 18 ft. deep, with syphon pipes and valves, erected 
complete. 

Also a 12-in. GOVERNOR of the most modern make, 
with slide-valves and glass gauges attached. The 
whole to be fitted up complete on the Company’s 
Works. 

Further particulars may be obtained on application 
to Mr. E. Evans, Gas Office, Peterborough. 

Plans, specifications, and tenders to be delivered, 

paid, at the Company’s Office not later than the 
5th of March, 1869, addressed to the Chairman of the 
Company. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Peterborough, Feb. 16, 1869. 








TENDERS FOR COALS. 


THE Directors of the Tunbridge 
Wells Gas Company will be prepared, on Wed- 
nesday, the 10th of March, to receive TENDERS at 
r ton from parties willing to supply and deliver 
Fo00 tons of either East B peth, L hester Pelaw, 
or Pelaw Main GAS COALS, at the option of the said 
Directors, weighed on the Gas Company’s weigh- 
bridge, and delivered dry into their Stores at Tunbridge 
Wells, in the following manner :— 
400 tons by the 10th of April, 1869, 
700 do. Ist of June, 1869. 





700 do. lst of August, 1869. 
600 do. 15th of September, 1869. 
800 do. lst of November, 1669. 
600 do. lst of December, 1869, 
700 do. Ist of January, 1870. 
500 do. Ist of February, 1870. 


The tenders to be sent to the Office of the Company, 
Tunbridge Wells, by Six o’clock p.m.,on Wednesday, 
the 10th of March next, marked ‘‘ Tenders for Coals,” 
and addressed to the Secretary, of whom any further 
particulars may be ascertained. 

The Directors reserve to themselves the power to 
reject any tender. By order, 

Joun Reap, Secretary. 
Tunbridge Wells, Feb. 20, 1869. 
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J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


IGLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


Of the Best Material and Workmanship, carefully adjusted to the requirements of the British Sales of Gas Act 
and Foreign Standards of Measures. 


iPATENT COMPENSATING CGAS-METERS, 


Which are uniform with the Ordinary Meters, and register with minute accuracy. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 


IN BEST TINNED IRON CASES. 
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GAS STATION - METERS, 


ALL SIZES, WITH PLANED JOINTS. 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST-GOVERNORS, &e. 


Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. Terms, &c., on application. 





MESSRS. J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


In continuing the Business lately carried on in the name of Newton and Braddock, tender their grateful acknowledgments 
for the past generous and extensive patronage conferred on their firm, and beg to assure their Friends, Gas Engineers, 
and Gas Companies generally, that every exertion will continue to be made to maintain the sterling quality of their work 
in every department. 

Their ORDINARY METERS, WET and DRY, have now a demand over that of any other maker in the North of 
England; and their STATION-METERS stand unrivalled for Design, Sound Workmanship, and Efficiency. 

All sizes of CONSUMERS METERS generally in Stock. 
STATION-METERS, in round or square cases, on the Shortest Notice. 
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EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE MEDAL 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 











These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 

They are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 


They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 

Frome, January 20, 1866. 


LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 








THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 











Mul. > Uta iy 


In consequence of the increasing demand for their Retorts, have largely extended this branch of their Fire-Clay Works, and are now prepared to execute 
the most important orders, either for home or export, with great punctuality. 

The Fire-Clay raised from the Farnley Estate (commonly called the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly 
well adapted for Retorts, Gas-Ovens, and Fire-Bricks ; and the F, I. Co. beg especially to invite those connected with Gas-Works, who have not yet used 
their Retorts, to be good enough to favour them with a trial. 

The F. I. Co. generally hold in stock, for immediate eupply; Fire-Bricks of every size and kind—Tiles, Sanitary Tubes, Ornamental Terra-Cotta Ware | 
White Facing Bricks, the White, Buff and Salt-Glazed Bricks, &c., &c. 

Prices, Drawings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above, or to 


4 MR. SUTTON, THE HULL STORES, 463, QUEEN STREET, HULL. 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
GAS-VALVES. 























These justly celebrated and well-known Gas-Valves, of the most perfect workmanship and construction, are made at as low a price as any other kind. 
A—Above-ground Screw Gas-Valve, with improved indicator to show when open and shut, is the best Valve for Purifiers where the most perfect 
tightness is required, and for heavy pressure generally. 12—Under-ground Screw Gas-Valve. C—Internal Rack Gas-Valve, with pinions of homogeneous 
metal. D—Ordinary Rack and Pinion Valve, with strong undamageable racks and pinions. 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEAR NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE, 
AND 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 
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PETROLEUM ACTS, 1862 & 1868. 
Metropolitan Board of Works 


Give r 

FIRST of FEBRUARY inst., it will be ILLEGAL to 

KEEP, or SELL, or EXPOSE for SALE, any descri 

tion of PETROLEUM which gives off an inflammab 
at a temperature of less than 100 degrees of 
Fehrenheit's thermometer without a licence ae in 
with the Petroleum Statutes, and using the 
labels prescribed by the said statute, except az to such 
Petroleum as may be kept for private use, or beyond 
50 yards from a dwelling-house, or a building in which 
oods are stored. The ery | for contravention of 
ese provisions of the statute is £20 per day, and the 
forfeiture of the Petroleum. The Board are the local 
authority within the lit lusive of 


TAR PURCHASED, 
In Districts contiguous to the Advertisers Works. 
Superior Quick-Drying Black Varnish for eve’ 
d eetien of ome Sold in barrels of me | 


32 gallons. Delivered free to any station in England 
at Is. 2d. per gallon, cask included. 


JOHN CLARKSON MAJOR, 
Tan DIstILLER AND MANUFACTURING CHEMIST, 
WOLVERHAMPTON. 

Branch Works aT 


NOTTINGHAM, CAMBRIDGE, & BRIGHTON. 











P area ( 
the City and certain harbour authorities mentioned in 
the statute) for the granting of Licences, and applica- 
tion for the same must be made at this Office, where 
every information on the subject can be obtained daily, 
between the hours of Nine and Four o’clock. 

The three gas-meter testers appointed by the Board 
are also appointed to test Petroleum where necessary. 
Their offices are as follows :— 

1, For the district north of the Thames and eastward 
of the line of Hampstead Road and Waterloo Bridge, 


| at White Lion Street, Shoreditch, leading out of Com- 


mercial Street (Mr. H. Airey, Superintendent). 

2. For the district north of the Thames and west- 
ward of the above, at Ann Street, Westminster (Mr. 
George Mills, Superintendent). 

3. For the district south of the Thames, at Castle 
Street, Southwark Street (Mr. George Dethridge, 
Superintendent).—By order, 

(Signed) Jonn Porrarp, Clerk of the Board. 

Office of the Board, Spring Gardens, 

Feb. 25, 1869. 





CHELTENHAM WATER-WORKS COMPANY. 
TEWKESBURY WORKS. 


[THE Committee of Management of 


the Cheltenham Water-Works Company are pre- 
wre to receive TENDERS for the execution of 

ORKS comprised in the following Contracts—viz. : 

Contract No. 2.—Including the erection of an Engine 
and Boiler House and Chimney, Engine Man’s Resi- 
dence, and the construction of Subsiding and Pure 
Water Tanks, three Filter- Beds, Water -Tower, 
Boundary Wall, and other Works. 

Contract No. 3.—Including the erection of a cast- 
iron Service Reservoir or Water-Tank, and other 
Works. 

The whole of the Works will be situate near to the 
—_ Bridge, and within the borough of Tewkesbury. 

rawings, specifications, forms of tender, and 
schedules of quantities, may be inspected at the 
Offices of the or 62 and 63, ent Street, 
Cheltenham, on an ter Tuesday, the 23rd day of 
February inst.; and tenders must be delivered at the 
above-mentioned Offices at or before Ten o’clock in 
the forenoon of Saturday, the 13th day of March next. 

Communications having reference to the above 
Works to be addressed to the Engineer, Mr. W. 
M‘Landsborough, C.E., 62 and 63, Regent Street, 
Cheltenham. 

The Committee of Management do not pledge them- 
selves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

By order of the Committee of Management, 
W. H. Gwinnett, Clerk to the Company. 

Cheltenham, Feb. 17, 1869. 





CARDIFF GASLIGHT & COKE COMPANY. 


TO GASHOLDER MAKERS. 
HE Directors of this Company are 
repared to receive TENDERS for a GAS- 
HOLDER, 110 ft. diameter by 29 ft. deep, with 
columns, girders, &c., erected complete, at the Grange 
Station, near Cardiff. 

Plans and specification may be seen upon application 
at the Company’s Offices, Cardiff. 

Sealed tenders, addressed to the Chairman of the 
Directors, and endorsed “ Tender for Gasholder,” to 
be forwarded to the undersigned on or before the 10th 
“~ of March next, 

he Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 


Cardiff, Feb. 17, 1869. 


LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY. 


FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


THE LINTZ COLLIERY COMPANY 
Beg most respectfully to draw the attention of 
GAS COMPANIES, FURNACE BUILDERS, 
FIRE-BRICK DEALERS, & OTHERS, 

To the superiority of their 
FPIRE-CLAY GOODS, 

Where resistance to heat is of paramount importance, 


an ample guarantee of which is in the fact of their 
extensive use by most of the Iron Manufact in 





Heney Bowen, Engineer. 








FREDERICK HOPE, 


Gas and Consulting Engineer, 

HIGH STREET, HOUNSLOW, 
Advises Gas Companies on any subject connected with 
the erection of gas-works and the manufacture of gas, 
more particularly on the following points:—REMOVAL 
OF NAPHTHALINE from works and mains, and pre- 
venting the deposition of the same. ECONOMY in 
| Pe se sa and efficacy of the same in reducing the 

isulphide of carbon toa minimum. TAR FUEL ona 
most simple method. Plans, Specifications, and Esti- 
mates prepared on moderate terms. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, 


PATENTEES OF THE 
HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 
AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & STOP VALVES, 
MANUFACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IRON 
WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 
BLACK AND GALVANIZED ; 
BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING; 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 

Ana Every Description of Gas-Fitters Tools ; 
CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, 
WITH PATENT METAL PLUGS; 

GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 
CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES; 
GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &c. 
Large Pattern-Book and Price List of Gas-Fittings, 
price 7s. 6d., supplied on application, 


QBEILL's NATURAL HYDRATED 
PEROXIDE OF IRON is acknowledged to be 
the best in the market. It contains 90 per cent. of pure 
Oxide, is light, permeable, and perfectly free from 
grit and other deleterious ingredients. Now used ex- 
clusively in several of the largest London and provin- 
cial gas-works. : 

Joun Wm. O’Nzrtt and Co., 26, Noel Street, 
Istrneton, N. 


ATHELS’S Patent Dry District 
GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting con- 


trivance for —— the pressures in the higher 
levels of a district. . nie 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-way Disc 
GAS-VALVE—OoneE OF WHICH SERVES AS THREE 
ORDINARY VALvES—is the best Valve for gas-works. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Guszst anp Curimes, RoTHERHAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent Ribbed Gas Main- 
PIPES cost but about Id. to 2d. per yard (de- 
pending on the size) more than Plain Pipes, and ensure 
PERFECT GAS-TIGHT CONNEXIONS with the Service-Pipes. 
Apply to Messrs. Beaes & Son, 37, Southampton 
Street, Strand, Lonpon. 




















BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
J SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs, Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior av of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can_ be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suga and Co., 
Guent, will receive immediate attention. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
an’ of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent G 1 Ironfound Gas En- 
gi s, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 











the North of England. 
Not only is the quality of the Fire-Clay inferior to 
none in the northern Coal-field, but the greatest care 
is taken in selecting it. It is all hand picked, and well 
weathered before use. 
All orders for 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS of any shape or size, 
FIRE BRICKS, &c., 

Will meet with prompt attention. 

LAYCOCK’S GARESFIELD COKE, 


Ovrices: LINTZ COLLIERY, BURNOPFIELD, 
Co. DURHAM; anp 











QUAYSIDE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 








TO GAS ENGINEERS AND FITTERS, 
Every Description of 


GAS LANTERNS & REFLECTOR LAM?S 
For Shop Windows kept in Stock. 
W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, Lonpon, W. 
Established 1820. 


Mr. H. GORE, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 





FBASER'S PATENT RIBBED 
RETORTS. 


The following are taken indiscriminately from a 
number of testimonials as to the merits of the Fire- 
Clay and Cast-Iron Ribbed Retorts:— 

Gas-Works, Merthyr Tydfil, Sept. 2, 1868. 

Sir,—We have had 15 of your Ribbed Clay Retorts 
in use at these works for the past twelve months, I 
am happy to be able to report avourably of them. It 
appears to me that the Ribs afford additional strength 
to the Retort, whilst they render the charge porous, so 
that the gas is more freely disengaged from the coal, 
and the deposit of carbon does not take place to the 
same extent that it does in plain Retorts. I believe 
the principle of construction applied to your Retorts 
= be adopted for Fire-Brick Retorts and Ovens, and 
with results equally beneficial.—I am, sir, yours faith- 
fully, J. L. Cocker, General Manager. 


Gaslight Company, Shrewsbury, Oct. 8, 1868. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to yours, I beg to state that we 

have nine of your Cast-Iron Ribbed Retorts at present 

in work. As they retain to the last the original shape, 

and allow the heat to penetrate the charges more 

effectually than those known as plain ones, we consider 
they are the most ical and efficient in use. 

Yours very respectfully, 
A. C. Fraser, Esq. 8. B. DaRwin, 





For further particulars, apply to A. C. Fraser, Gas- 
Works, Cotcnsster. 





TWENTY YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. 


EDWIN BENTLEY, 
RETORT SETTER, 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE. 


Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 
Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 

Bentley’s Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 
in one bed. 

Testimonials and references on application. 


W. J. SIMMONDS, 
Retort and Boiler Setter and Contractor for Gas-Works 
in general, 
7x, SOUTH STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, 
Istineton, Lonpon, N. 











Upwards of 16 years Retort Setter to the Chartered 
Gas Company, Brick Lane and Curtain Road Stations. 

Materials supplied on r ble terms if required, 
or labour only. 

No connexion with any other Retort Setter. 

N.B.—Orders to be addressed as above. 


F. SIMMONDS, Senr., 
221, KINGSLAND ROAD, 


RETORT & BOILER SETTER 
For the Chartered Gaslight Company, Brick Lane and 
Curtain Road Stations, and numerous Gaslight 
Companies, London and Provincial. 
NO CONNEXION WITH ANY OTHER RETORT SETTER. 
Estimates given with or without materials. 


HARRIS AND PEARSON, 


STOURBRIDGE. 
PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FIRE-BRICKS, GAS-RETORTS, AND FIRE-CLAY G00DS 
0! 


F EVERY DESCRIPTION. 











executed with all possible despatch. 
N.B.—A quantity of Retorts in stock. 
Circulars, 15in. and 16in. Ovals, 20 in. by I4in. 
D’s, 15X13, 16X12, 18x14, 20x16, 21x14, 2414. 


ANDREW HARDY & SON, 
RETORT SETTERS, 

Beg to inform Engineers, Managers, and Gas Com- 
anies in general of their CHANGE OF RESIDENCE 
rom Waterloo Road, Uxbridge Moor, to OLD CROWN 

GARDENS, UXBRIDGE, MIDDLESEX. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Good 











TO GAS AND WATER COMPANIES, 





SECOND-HAND 
FIRE AND BURGLAR PROOF 
SAFES. 


BEFORE PURCHASING SEND FOR 
GRIFFITHS’ MONTHLY LIST OF SAFES, 


By Milner, Marr, Thos. Perry and Sons, Mordan, 
Price, Whitfield, and every eminent maker, at about 
half the price of new. 

A guarantee given with each. 





20, ALFRED PLACE, BEDFORD SQUARE, LONDON, W.C, 


A large quantity of TANN’S SAFES from £2 10s. 
Apply to Garrrirus, 43, Cannon Street, E.C. 


Orders of any magnitude, for home and exportation, | | 


ny 
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FOR SALE, 
SECOND-HAND STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


As under, all in excellent Working Order, equal to New, guaranteed. 


STATION-METERS. 
5,000 Cubic Feet per hour, 8-in. Connexions. 8,000 Cubic Feet per hour, 8-in. Connexions. 
6,000 ” ” 8-in. 2” 12,000 ” ” 10-in. ” 


STATION GOVERNORS for 2, 5, 6, and 12 inch Mains. 


APPLY FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS TO 
GEORGE RAITT, MANAGING DIRECTOR, 


GAS-METER COMPANY, 238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E 


C. & W. WALKER’S 
PATENT DRY CENTRE-VALVES FOR PURIFIERS 


Are now used for the largest Gas Purifiers ; they are the safest, easiest to work, make the purest Gas, 
and are the cheapest Purifier Valves made. 


Cc. & W. WALKER’S WOOD PURIFIER GRIDS 


Are made from large stocks of seasoned wood selected for the special purpose ; they are the best made, most 
durable, and easiest to clean of any. 


C. & W. WALKER, having so large a trade in 


PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, AND SCRUBBERS, 


Have laid. out their works specially for them, and their patterns are of the most improved modern design. 
Gas Companies requiring this apparatus will save money and do well by applying to them at 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, near NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
LONDON HOUSE, 8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, EC. 


BEST AND HOLDEN’S 
PATENTS FOR CHARGING AND DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


WITH CHAMBERS FOR MOUTHS, 
REQUIRING NO LUTING. 

Gas Engineers are solicited to examine into the merits of this invention before erecting new or altering old retort-houses. It may be seen in 
action at the Alliance Gas Company’s Works, Dublin, where its utility and economy will be clearly demonstrated. Although the saving in labour 
will-be considerable, and quickly return any outlay of capital, there are other and important features strongly recommending its adoption at all gas- 
works, and which a gas engineer upon examination will at once appreciate. 
The Directors of the Alliance Gas Company have kindly consented to give every facility to gentlemen desirous of seeing the invention in 
operation. Parties, therefore, about to visit Dublin will be so good as to send us their card, and we will furnish them with letters of introduction. 
Drawings, &c., may be seen at our Office, and all details explained. 


JOHN CHISHOLM, SON, & CO., 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 
ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 


Me DOUGALLS’ 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


This Oxide is now well known, and has gained at a number of the largest gas-works at home and abroad a decided preference 
for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust or other material, every particle being available for use, 
thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires renewing, and saves one-third the cost of labour in 
icharging them. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. 
Prices on application to— 


Mc DOUGALL BROTHERS, Manufacturing Chemists, 
LONDON—11, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WILLIAM AND BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827.) 
BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


Possess a simplicity of construction and facility for repair greater than any yet produced, while the excellence of the 
material and workmanship, and accuracy of registration, cannot be surpassed. The superiority of their Dry Meters in 
Tin Cases is also well known. 























SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
ESSON’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METERS. 


COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS- METERS. 
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— 
ANNEL COAL.—The West York- 
shire Iron and Coal Company, Limited, beg to 
draw the attention of Gas Companies to their Cannel, 
of which the following is the analysis made by W. 
Huggon, Esq., F.C.8. :-— , 
ield of gas per ton . 10,296 cubic feet, 

Illuminating power rather over 21 sperm candles. 

Yield of coke perton . . . 12 cwt. 

The actual working, as reported by one of the largest 
as companies in Yorkshire, gives results still more 
favourable, viz— 

Yield of gas. 


aren 10,416 cubic feet. 
ne power , 


21°89 sperm candles. 
Rie itm 9 @\ 2. 2. a re 

We add from the same source the capabilities of the 
common gas coal— 











Yield of gas. z 10,080 cubic feet. 
Illuminating power 14-41 sperm candles. 
Yield of Coke . . . Wewt. 


CoLLiznies—Wesr ARDSLEY, near LEeps. 
For further particulars, address to the Office of the 
Company, 15, York Place, Lexps. 


DOPE & PEARSON’S GAS COAL. 


We have now the authority of several of the most 
eminent Gas Engineers of London in stating that our 
Coal yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet 
of Fs with an illuminating power of 16 candles. 

ne ton yields 12} cwt. of good coke. This Coal can 
be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
and Barrow. 
For further particulars, apply to Pork aND PEARSON, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near LeEps. 


QO». WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 


Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
nating power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of ship- 
ment, Wemyss. 

Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wa. CarzEy, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Firs. 


WANWICK CANNEL COAL. 
Illuminating power 23°98 candles; yield large, 
and coke good. 
Analyses by W. Valentin, Esq., of the Royal College 
of Chemistry, London, and William Fiddes, Esq., F.C.S., 
Gas-Works, Bristol, with price and terms, forwarded 
on application to H. Boam, Head Office, 1, Darwin 
Terrace, DerBy. 




















CANNEL COAL. 


SSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 

Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to 

the superior quality of their Cannel for gas-making 

purposes. 

This Cannel produces’in actual working, in iron 

retorts, 9200 cubic feet of 32-candle gas, and upwards 

of ll cwt. of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 

11,500 cubic feet of 25°9-candle gas. 

Ports of ship t—Birkenhead or Connah’s Quay. 

Waggons — for delivery by railway to any part 

of England or Wales. 

For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to 

Grirritus Brotuers, Coppa Colliery, Mold, Fiint- 

SHIRE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
| GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 
AND 
GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 
London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


XIDE OF IRON, 
We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has givene atire 
tion. 

FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 

BELFAST. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DUBHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 




















Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 








Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perxtns, 101, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 


FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 








HENRY F. WILLEY, 


(Manager for the late Mr. Vickary, of Exeter, 15 years.) 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR. 
WORKS: BARTHOLOMEW STREET, EXETER. 























Improved Wet and Dry Meters. Gas Apparatus and Gas-Fittings Manufacturer. 
Contractor for the Erection of Gas-Works, Gasholders, Station-Meters, Governors, and every article 
and apparatus appertaining to Gas- Works. 


F. & C. OSLER, 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 
MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTABLISHED 1807. 
MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, & LUSTRES FOR GAS & CANDLES. 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE & ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 


ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
Gas Engincer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 


R. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 


(Wrought -Iron Tubes, Water 
Tanks. 

Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 

Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- 
scopic. 

Gas Castings of every description. 

Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 














diy 


ron and Fire-Clay Retorts. 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, all sizes. 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. 
Station-Meters and Governors. 
Photometers & Pressure-Gauges. 
Y Lamp-posts and Brackets. 

Cy Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons. 


Plans and Specifications prepared. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C, 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 

PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 





all parts of the country. 
Wood Sieves for Puritiers. 

















A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 


of Works, post free, 2s. 6d. Spt , . 
N.B.—The second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 


verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. 7 : ; j 
“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 


pamphlet refers,””—_Artizan. 


REDUCED PRICES 


B. DONKIN & COS 


x IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 93. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter. 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. ; 
These Vatees are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 


before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 


VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 


SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 
B. DONKIN & CO., 


GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDERS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 


WALTER FORD, 
159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &e. &e. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
ired ti These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 





mann. 

















FURNISHED. 





apyr 4 v 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 
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GEORGE ORME & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PRESSURE & EXHAUST REGISTERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 


INDICES FOR GAS AND WATER METERS, 
INDICATORS, 








AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS, STEAM, & WATER FITTINGS, 


ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLE. 


WORKS: PARK STREET, OLDHAM. 
od JOHN WARNER & SONS, 


Bell and Brass Founders to Her Majesty, 








WARNERS’ 
PATENT QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE OR GAS VALVE, 
Allthe advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are 
and get out of order entirely obviated. 
Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic 
Machinery, High or Low Pressure Cocks, Water- 
Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general 


Plumbers Brass-work, can be obtained upon appli- 
cation. 


SCHOLL’S 
PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— 


“ The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gus. 1 am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price ls. each for Fish-tail Burners. 


To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir gers, and whol of 


JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET 
LONDON, W. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
will be shortly published. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ann 
> KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 

















2 





Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 





CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, | 


FITTINGS FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES AND LAMPS, | 


8, CRESCENT, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, E.C, | 


obtained at much less cost, and the liability to set fast | 





Now ready, price 2ls., bound in cloth, 
lettered 


, 
THE SEVENTEENTH VOLUME 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 
WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 
A Few Copies of Vols. III. to XVI. are still on Sale. 


Cloth cases, gilt lettered, for binding Vol. XVII., 
are now ready, price 2s. 6d. 





London: Wrtt1am B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fixer 


| Staxer, E.C 


|'METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 


Just published, price 4s., by post 4s. 6d., 324 pages, 
| cloth, lettered, 
A FULL & COMPLETE REPORT 

of the Proceedings (including the Speeches, Discus- 
} sions, and Evidence) before a Select Committee of the 
| House of Commons—Session 1867—on the 


METROPOLIS GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, 
With the Discussion upon the Second Reading 
of the Bill and the Report presented by the Committee 
to the House. 
Also the Proceedings before the same Committee 
| upon the Bills of the 


IMPERIAL & CHARTERED COMPANIES. 











| A Few Copies of the 
} PROCEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION 
between the 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS COMPANY | 
and 
A. A. CROLL, ESQ., 


| 
Are still for sale. 
Price 5s., by post 5s. 6d., cloth, lettered. | 





| London: WiLtram B. Krna, 11, Bolt Court, FLest 
Street, E.C. 





} 


Just published, price 3s. 6d., by post 4s., cloth, 
lettered, 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS | 
Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
j —Session 1867—appointed on the | 


EAST LONDON WATER BILLS, 


| Who were instructed to inquire into the operation and 
| results of the 


METROPOLIS WATER ACT, 1852, 


With an Analysis of the Report presented by the Com- 


mittee to the House. | 


| London: Wrirram B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Freer} 
| Street, E.C. 


| ‘THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e. & 


+ &e. 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 








UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners and Gas-Stoves. 








EONI’S Patent Adamas 
GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 


it 








GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 
ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. | 


For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, J, | 
SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, | 


CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &e. 
MANUFACTURERS 07 GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS, 


Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


8. C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. 
































PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 








| ture, which insures that 


Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
gas is obtained by the process of manulac- 
the burners shall be pre- aah : 
cisely similar in pattern, 

Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 


Paterntee and Sole Manufacturer, S. Lront, 34, St 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 
WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS, 
WORKS: 


14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 



















The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
ies London and the country. Their utility 

durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have testec 
their qualities forwarded on application. : 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimate: 
given if required. 











METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY.) 








| 


} 
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SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
iH} PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
HH] STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, &c. 
| PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


| LONDON WAREHOUSE-—N®° 157, UPPER THAMES STREET. OFFICES—N° 4, CLOAK LANE, E.C. 


LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and No. 3, Crooked Lane, Strand Street. 
MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 
| PARIS and LILLE. 


| ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 



































JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 

MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, | 
WORTLEY yee AND RETORT WORKS, 














W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY | 


beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM! 
CRACKS the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CoO. - | 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


E J. & J. PEARSON, 
| DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 


STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 























JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 


Lonpon AGENT: 
MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 



































== — _-% — 








March 2, 1869.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 171 
PARIS, 1867. 


mia WILLIAM SUGG, 


LONDON, 1862. 
a7 
A, GAS ENGINEER. 

Ate WY, 

eee 


PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can Now BE ratep To 14 CANDLES. 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, 58.W. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS. VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. Cc. HOLMES & CQO., 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Pxians, Spsecirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Pians, Specirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Pans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


SE 

















LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 





Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 





TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKES, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he is the ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER of 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. 


The Meters are protected by Registration on the 17th of December, 1864, under the “‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” 
They are much more durable, and at the same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
PRICE LIST AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


Agent for Ireland—Mr. J. FURNESS, 3, Fownes Street, DUBLIN. 


KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD on MCUTH PIECE 

















KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies vo the superiority of their Retorts, whicn are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT Ik FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al] Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridce.’ 


















SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR.| 





Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNISS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 
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UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT) 





“ Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 


Over 60, 000 in aide 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN & OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHT'S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR 


STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 
CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 
IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; | 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam ; 
GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 
GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
|| invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
|| any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 

DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT'S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 

Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 

Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 

Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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